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“At the heart of our school are our students.
The School prides itself on the strong
academic and pastoral support it provides”
Rob Shadbolt - Headteacher
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Welcome to Wood Green School

Wood Green School is a vibrant and popular 11–18 comprehensive school with a
well-deserved reputation for its superb pastoral care and inclusive ethos. It offers
students a secure and purposeful environment in which every individual is
valued and provides them with a wealth of curricular and extra-curricular
opportunities.
Wood Green School is a friendly, welcoming community, which
encourages and recognises the achievements of each and every
young person. The School is committed to excellence for all.
Following the appointment of a new Headteacher in 2013
the School is moving into a new and exciting chapter of its
development.

“Over their time at
Wood Green School,
students are well prepared
for the next stage in their
education, employment
and training”

Headteacher’s Welcome

I

t is a great pleasure to welcome you to Wood Green School. We are a thriving, co-educational 11-18 school
serving the town of Witney and many of its surrounding villages on the edge of the beautiful Cotswolds in
Oxfordshire.
Wood Green prides itself on being a modern, forward-thinking
school. As well as achieving highly, Wood Green students develop
social skills, the ability to communicate in a wide variety of ways and
high levels of digital literacy, all of which are vital for success in the
21st century. We like to be at the forefront of innovation and recently
we were selected from schools nationally to be a pilot for a project
with Nufffield Health focusing on the link between student wellbeing
and success.
The School prides itself on the pastoral support it provides: every
student joins a Learning Community, “a school within a school”,
and every student is known as an individual. Our curriculum and
extensive range of extra-curricular activities gives every student the
opportunity to flourish, to develop existing talents and to discover
new ones.
At sixteen, the majority of our students stay in our popular Sixth
Form and then progress on to university or employment. Others
choose college or work-based education, benefiting from our strong
links with Abingdon and Witney College.
We are a truly inclusive school, providing a small learning unit for
Oxfordshire students with Moderate Learning Difficulties; we are also
proud to share our site with Springfield School.

The School’s spacious site has benefited from rapid improvements in recent years. Our facilities are enjoyed
by our students and many outside groups, and these will continue to develop as our town grows. We truly are
a school at the heart of its community.
I am proud to be headteacher of Wood Green School and am fully committed to providing our students with
the best education. Building on recent rapid progress and success, I am looking forward to an exciting future.

Vision and Values
Wood Green School strives to be:
A school that inspires learning by providing exciting opportunities,
having high expectations and fostering aspiration, achievement,
responsibility and resilience.
A community that is caring, student-centred, inclusive, forwardthinking and modern, where everyone shows respect for each other
and our environment.
We see our school as an integral part of Witney and its neighbouring
villages and take great pride in our close relationships with parents
and the local community.

Dynamic and Creative Teaching
It is the professionalism, expertise and dedication of Wood Green School staff that creates the environment in
which each individual is valued, and in which students can flourish and succeed. Teachers at Wood Green School
deliver stimulating lessons, to which students respond with enthusiasm. Our teaching not only encourages
students to develop independent learning skills, but also to further their knowledge and understanding.
Fundamental to this is the extremely good relationship between staff and students which provides a foundation
for students’ learning and allows them to thrive.

An Innovative and Inclusive Curriculum
The curriculum at Wood Green School provides students with a rich, diverse and personalised learning
experience. It provides a firm foundation upon which students can build for academic success and personal
development, and instils in them attitudes, values and skills for life beyond school.
Wood Green School provides personalised learning for students through a range of well-planned curriculum
pathways at GCSE, which offer students stretch and challenge, as well as support in meeting their aspirations
and their needs.
Traditional and newer courses at GCSE are complemented by the School’s commitment to offering students an
increasing range of vocational opportunities in partnership with other schools and local providers. This, together
with the work-related learning and personal development activities, equips all students extremely well for life
after school.

“Were it not for Wood Green, I would not be where I am today - the atmosphere
allowed me not only to succeed academically, but also to grow as an individual.
I know that my time in the School will stay with me throughout my career as a doctor.”
- Nick Jones: studying Medicine at the University of Cambridge

Sixth Form
Wood Green School has a popular Sixth Form currently ranked second
in Oxfordshire amongst state schools for A level results and with a
student achievement exceeding those of some independent schools
too.

Wood Green School
has a popular Sixth
Form currently ranked
second amongst state
schools in Oxfordshire
for A level results

Our Sixth Form provides students with a stimulating environment to make academic progress, as well as a supportive community in which to develop and flourish socially and personally.
Our Sixth Form students benefit from expert teaching which
enables them to attain very high standards in their A Levels.
Our students are drawn from a wide catchment area with
around one third joining our Sixth Form from other schools. In
local partnership, students are offered an extensive choice of
over thirty subjects at AS and A2.

Wood Green School has a purpose-built Sixth Form Centre, which
provides exceptional facilities for over 210 Sixth Form students. These
include space for private study, a seminar room, a common room and a
dedicated ICT suite.

Effective Academic Tutoring
At the heart of Wood Green School’s ethos is our commitment
to individualised, focused and purposeful academic tutoring,
and the teacher-student relationship which underpins it. Our
belief that Wood Green School succeeds when it cares for
the overall development of each student is reflected in our
excellent pastoral care provision. Individual needs are best
met through secure, positive relationships between staff and
students. Teaching and learning are supported by academic
tutors who also offer guidance and advice to students in their
care.
Each student meets regularly with his or her academic tutor
to review their academic progress, to set personal targets and
to evaluate their successes. The academic tutor plays a key
role in each student’s welfare and academic development,
and is also responsible for liaising with parents using a variety
of means, such as Review Days, email and reports.

Every Student Matters
At Wood Green School, every student is treated not only as an individual, but also as a member of the wider
school community. We aspire to develop the whole person by providing a well-balanced education through
which students become mature and responsible young adults. We believe that wellbeing and academic success
go hand-in-hand, which is why our partnership with the wellbeing charity Nuffield Health is so exciting.

Home School Partnership
The School values and encourages partnership with parents. We firmly believe that children thrive academically,
socially and personally when there is a genuine partnership between school and parents, based upon shared
aims and values.
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Century Technology


Wood Green School has seven dedicated ICT suites. All
classrooms are equipped with projectors
and/or interactive whiteboards. Students are also served
by a well-equipped Learning Resources Centre. The Digital
Leader Project gives selected students an opportunity
to create the Year Book, videos and podcasts using latest
technologies and in 2013 Wood Green School was designated
as a Centre for Musical Excellence in Oxfordshire.
The Recording Studio

Visual and Performing Arts School
Wood Green became the first Specialist Visual and Performing Arts School in Oxfordshire in September 2005.
The School has a fully-equipped, professional drama studio and other flexible performance spaces. It also has
a music suite, comprising teaching and practice rooms, and a state-of-the-art recording studio. Such facilities
provide students with access to the latest in audio-visual technology. In addition, the School offers visual arts
facilities, including art, textiles and multimedia studios, and students frequently exhibit their work in local art
galleries and around the School.
The annual Art and Design Technology Exhibition is vibrant, dynamic
and inspiring.
Our highly-regarded school bands, orchestras and choirs
contribute to local events and festivals, and the annual
European music tours showcase the best of our students’
musical talent. Year 12 and 13 Drama students stage
productions each year as part of their AS/A Level studies.
In addition, students of all ages take part in other drama
Marina Mirea
Art Exhibition 2015

Students collecting their LAMDA certificates for Drama

“I am now one of the University of Oxford Student Union Vice-Presidents. I would
not be here if it wasn’t for Wood Green School. Wood Green gave me the confidence
I needed to apply to Oxford and also gave me the skills needed to do well here.”
- Dan Tomlinson

Citizenship

Sport
Participation in sporting activities and team games is an important feature of school life. The School provides
students with excellent opportunities to excel at a range of sports, including: football, hockey, tennis, rugby,
basketball, netball, badminton, cricket, swimming and athletics. Students are encouraged to develop their skills
as well as to try new challenges, and are supported in this by a diverse range of clubs, training and competitive
matches. Students from Wood Green School have an excellent record at national and county level in a number
of sports. As part of the Sports Leaders qualification, our students work with local primary schools. These
students develop their sporting abilities, confidence and leadership skills.

Outstanding Sports Facilities
The School is set in over thirty acres of grounds and playing fields, with an impressive range of sports facilities,
including an all-weather, floodlit pitch, multi-purpose sports hall, gymnasium, fitness suite and outdoor
swimming pool. These will be developed further in 2015-16 in partnership with Nuffield Health.

Extracurricular Experience
We believe passionately in the enriching experiences students gain from educational visits. During a student’s time
at Wood Green School, these could include theatre trips and workshops with professional performers; visits to
galleries and exhibitions; sports and band tours. Students also have the opportunity to attend residential trips in
the UK; take part in language exchanges to France or Germany; visit the First World War battlefields at Ypres; or
participate in Geography field trips. Sixth Form visits include a Drama and Art trip to Europe, and a Government
and Politics trip to The Houses of Parliament.
A wide range of clubs and activities run throughout the year, including
Latin, Art, Textiles, Interact, Fictionary and Chess, as well as sporting
and performing arts clubs.
Students taking part in our annual Sports Day

Our students are encouraged to care for themselves and all members of the School community in preparation
for entering adult life as confident and responsible individuals. The Personal Development programme in Years
7–11 and the Sixth Form Studies Programme in Years 12-13 is designed to support young people in their journey
towards maturity. It includes careers education, citizenship, aspects of health, drugs and sex education, as
well as learning skills. Outside agencies and visiting speakers also contribute to, and enhance, the Enrichment
programme.

The School Council
We have an active and well-supported School Council which enables the student voice to be heard and students
to participate in the decision-making process within the School community. Students (from Years 7-13) are
elected to represent their tutor group and serve for one academic year, often gaining a deeper understanding
of issues which are touched upon in Citizenship. The School Council has also led the School in organising and
promoting Charities’ Week, an annual focus for our fundraising activities which typically raises in excess of
£2500. Additionally, the whole-school sponsored walks raise many thousands of pounds for good causes chosen
by students.

The School in the Community
Wood Green school maintains strong links with the local community through visual and performing arts, sports
and music. Students learn from and contribute to the wider community, including:
• taking part in community drama projects.
• working as Sports Leaders with students from primary schools.
• supporting students from Springfield Special School, with which Wood Green has a long-standing and
successful co-location arrangement, and encouraging students from both schools to enjoy the benefits of shared
experiences.

Students at the Year 11 Prom

“This school is
amazing and
I have enjoyed
English a lot. I
can’t wait for
another fantastic
year at Wood
Green! Thank
you for so many
opportunities.”
Melody ~ Year 7

A Sustainable School
Wood Green School aims to be a sustainable school. Students play an
important role in this, participating in the Eco-events to promote nine key
environmental topics, including: Healthy Living, Energy, Transport and the
School Grounds. The school was awarded Green Flag status in 2014.

First Class Restaurant
The ground floor of the Sixth Form Centre houses the School restaurant,
which serves an extensive and varied range of meal options. The
restaurant offers breakfast, as well as lunch, whilst the coffee bar provides
Sixth Form students with an alternative study space.
Meat is sourced locally and the School’s gardens provide some of the fruit
and vegetables for the restaurant.

“My academic progress has been good. I am happy with
my review especially in subjects like Maths, Art, Drama,
Science and RE. I have done rounders after school and
taken part in matches against other schools and the
Wychwood girls’ team. We won! I’ve also done choir since
Christmas 2012 and I went on the choir tour to Caen. I
am also doing the Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award. ”
Georgia ~ Year 9

“I have really
enjoyed this
year and I am
very proud of
my academic
achievement. I
have especially
enjoyed RE,
English,
Geography and
Drama and
have received
two level 8s! ”
Esme ~ Year 8

“I feel that Year Nine has gone really well. I’ve done a lot of sports, representing
Wood Green in football, rugby, athletics and cricket. I feel I have done particularly
well in science this year. I am really looking forward to choosing subjects for GCSE
next year.”
Bradley - Year 9

Student
awarded first
evermatch ball for
his hat-trick against
rival local school

Parents’ Association
Parents are strongly encouraged to play a full role in the life of Wood Green School, in particular through our
growing Parents’ Association. As well as organising fund-raising events, the Parents’ Association plays a vital
role in giving parents a voice in shaping the School. Information Exchange events are held regularly, during which
parents can discuss various important aspects of school life and play a full role in the future development of our
school.

Visiting the School
Visitors are always welcome at Wood Green School, though owing to the busy nature of the School day,
appointments should be made in advance by telephoning the School. Parents of prospective students are invited
to an Open Evening in the autumn term and to introductory evenings in the summer term. Year 6 students
spend an Induction Day in school in July. Sixth Form parents and prospective students are invited to an Open
Evening in the Spring Term.

Wood Green School
Woodstock Road, Witney
Oxfordshire
OX28 1DX
t: 01993 702355
e: office@wgswitney.org.uk
w: www.woodgreen.oxon.sch.uk

