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INTRODUCTION
The subjects you choose to study post-16 can have a major impact on the courses you will be able to study at
degree level or the career path you choose to take. Whether or not you have an idea of the subject you want to
study at university or pursue as a career, having the right guidance and information now will give you more options
when the time comes to make up your mind.
This Course Guidance and Information booklet aims to help you make an informed decision when choosing your
course for post-16 education or work.

HOW SHOULD I CHOOSE MY COURSES?
A Level offers academically demanding courses which have, for many years, been the main qualification for entry
to higher education or careers. Increasingly, students are applying to higher education with a mixed portfolio of
qualifications, including vocational A Levels and BTECs.
We recognise that students come in to the Sixth Form with a variety of backgrounds and skills. Therefore, Wood
Green School Sixth Form offers two different routes post-16:
•

Route A: Three or Four AS subjects plus the Extended Project Qualification. If you are considering an Oxford,
Cambridge or Russell Group university application, please raise this at your interview for entrance into the Sixth
Form. You may need to be considering four A Levels and the Extended Project Qualification. These universities
require students to study at least two facilitating subjects. A list of these facilitating subjects can be seen on
page 2. For further details please see http://russellgroup.ac.uk/media/5320/informedchoices.pdf

•

Route B: One A level of your choice, plus the Extended Project Qualification and either AS Level Double Award
Health and Social Care or AS Accounting & AS Business.

When choosing your A Level courses, the first question to ask yourself is whether Route A or Route B is most
appropriate for you. Then you will need to consider a variety of factors, such as:
•

Which GCSE subjects do you enjoy and are good at? You are going to spend more time studying each course
than you did at GCSE, and you need to have both enthusiasm and ability in order to succeed.

•

Which courses are relevant or necessary for higher education or a career? For example, if you wish to read
Medicine, Chemistry is an entry requirement.

•

How different subjects might complement one another. For example, History with Government and Politics.

•

Choosing one subject which contrasts with your other AS/A Level courses. For example, if you are doing two
sciences plus Mathematics, think about choosing a language, humanities or creative subject.

•

Avoiding combinations of subjects which are too similar. For example, Economics and Business Studies.

HOW MANY COURSES SHOULD I CHOOSE?
As you may be aware, all A Levels are changing. The current system of modular A Levels is being phased out over
the next two years and is being replaced by linear A Levels in which all examinations will be taken at the end of two
years of study. A stand-alone AS Level will still be taken at the end of Year 12 by both modular and linear A Level
students. For linear A Level subjects the AS Level will not count towards the final grade of the full linear A Level, but
for modular A Levels it will.
Please see the table on page 2 for information on which subjects will be linear or modular from September 2016.
The demands of the new linear courses are significantly higher. For this reason, most students will study three A
levels. Universities are keen to see students’ ability to research and develop their ideas, and the AS Extended Project
Qualification is an ideal vehicle in which to demonstrate these high order skills. This means that students will finish
Year 12 by taking three AS exams and completing the AS EPQ. In Year 13, they will focus on three A levels.
However, for students who anticipate applying to highly competitive universities, such as Oxbridge, Durham or
Warwick, four or five A level courses may be more appropriate. We expect these students to have attained mainly A
and A*s at GCSE level. There will be opportunities to discuss at interview whether three or four A levels is the right
choice.
Wood Green School is one of the first Sixth Forms to be offering the National Baccalaureate. This will be awarded to
students who, over two years, complete:
•

A minimum of 3 A levels

•

The AS Extended Project Qualification

•

The Community Award

•

The Personal Development Programme
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WHAT COURSES ARE AVAILABLE AT WOOD GREEN SCHOOL?
The following courses will be offered at Wood Green School for September 2016 (subject to student numbers):

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

Wood Green School is part of the Witney Partnership and as such some subjects are taught at the Henry Box that
are not offered at Wood Green School and vice versa. Please consult the grid for more information.

To enter the Sixth Form you need to be committed to hard work, and we need to have courses suitable for you.

Facilitating subjects are highlighted in italics.
MODULAR AND LINEAR A LEVELS

DOUBLE AWARD A LEVELS
Health and Social Care

Accounting

English Literature

Music

Art And Design

French

Music Technology

Biology

Geography

Physical Education

AS LEVEL ONLY

Business

German

Physics

Extended Project Qualification

Chemistry

Government & Politics

Psychology

Design And Technology

Health & Social Care

Religious Studies

Drama & Theatre Studies

History

Sociology

Economics

Mathematics

Excellent Musicians’ Programme

English Language And Literature

Further Mathematics

LAMDA

NON A LEVEL
Community Sports Leader

Route A:
The entry requirements are:
1. An average points score of 42 points; and
2. Four B grades, two of which must be from GCSE subjects; and
3. Grade C or above in GCSE English Language, GCSE English or IGCSE English.
Route B:
The entry requirements are:
1. An average points score of 36 points; and
2. Six C grades; and
3. Grade C or above in GCSE English Language, GCSE English or IGCSE English.
For your other subject, you may pick anything from this booklet provided you have the entry requirements for that
course.

PLEASE NOTE
WHAT INFORMATION AND GUIDANCE IS AVAILABLE TO ME?
One of the first indications of your aptitude for a subject will be through feedback from your teachers, which you
should be given during Year 11 through your subject evening and reviews.

•

Double Award GCSEs (e.g. GCSE Media Studies) and Quadruple BTECs (e.g. BTEC Media Studies) will be counted
as one qualification.

•

External students whose school curriculum does not give them the opportunity to study multiple GCSEs, or
where BTECs are a major part of the curriculum (e.g. with Quadruple BTECs) may be considered for entry to
Wood Green School Sixth Form. This will be assessed on an individual basis.
Students who have not passed GCSE Mathematics must continue to study it until they do so. A taught
programme of GCSE Mathematics lessons will be timetabled in September 2015.

•

The presentation in assembly for current Wood Green School students from the Head of Sixth Form and Sixth
Form students will provide insights into life in the Sixth Form and advice on making subject choices. The Sixth
Form Prospectus and this Course Guidance and Information booklet will give you help to make your choice.

•

•

The Introduction to the Sixth Form evening in January will give you subject-specific information and guidance,
which is especially useful in choosing subjects new to you and in giving you a clear picture of our ethos and
expectations.

Additionally, many courses have particular entry requirements. For more information, please see the subject
information section in this booklet (see page 5 onwards)

•

Individual interviews with staff who will give you information and guidance.

•

Our three-day Induction Course in July 2016 will offer you taster lessons in the subjects of your choice and
provide an opportunity to spend time getting to know students and staff.

•

Finally, we offer a post-results advice clinic after the publication of the GCSE results.

HOW TO CALCULATE YOUR AVERAGE POINTS SCORE
GCSE

INCREASED CHOICE

A*

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

U

58

52

46

40

34

28

22

16

0

Dist*

Dist

Merit

Pass

Fail

OCR National First Award

58

55

49

40

0

BTEC First Diploma

58

55

49

40

0

Being part of the Witney Partnership increases the opportunities for A Level students by offering you a wider range
of course choices. For students based at Wood Green School Sixth Form, our subject entrance requirements will
apply to courses offered at The Henry Box School.

In August, simply add up the points awarded for each GCSE, OCR National First Award and BTEC First Diploma
grade and then divide by the total number of qualifications you took.

Entrance requirements across the consortium will be broadly similar. Please check the Course Guidance
Booklet for full details of individual course entry requirements.

EXAMPLE 1

EXAMPLE 2

1 A: 1 x 52 = 52
4 Bs: 4 x 46 = 184
6 Cs: 6 x 40 = 240
1 D: 1 x 34 = 34
Total: 510.

2 As: 2 x 52 = 104
1B: 1 x 46 = 46
5 Cs: 5 x 40 = 200
1 Dist.: 1 x 55 = 55
Total: 405.

Then: 510/12 = 42.5 points.

Then: 405/9 = 45 points.

Year 12
Route A

Route B

>>>

Year 13

4 AS courses plus EPQ

>>>

4 A levels

4 AS courses

>>>

3 A levels

3 AS courses plus EPQ

>>>

3 A levels or 2 A level + 1AS

1 AS double award + 1 AS + EPQ

>>>

1 A2 double + 1 A level

Business, Accounting + 1 AS + EPQ

>>>

3 A levels

PLEASE NOTE

Both students met our average points score requirement.

1. You should choose a course at The Henry Box School only if it is not offered at Wood Green School or if there is a
clash in your option choices (see section on ‘How Should I Choose My Courses’ on page 1).
2. If you are unable to select all your first-choice subjects, please discuss this at interview. It may be possible to
accommodate some course changes.
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THE SIXTH FORM TIMETABLE

HOW TO USE THE PARTNERSHIP GRID

•

The School day begins at 8:30am with tutor registration or assembly with the year group. This is compulsory.

You will find a copy of the grid in the pack.

•

For most students, the main school day will end at 2:50pm every day, except Wednesday when it will end
at 1:50pm. However, Sixth Form students may have a timetabled lesson after these times. Likewise, extra
opportunities to consolidate learning, e.g. subject clinics, take place after 2:50pm (1:50pm on Wednesdays).

When choosing your four courses, you will need to bear in mind the following:
•

You may select only one subject within each Box (A-E).

•

A Level courses will have four hours of taught lessons each week, which means that students studying four
subjects will have sixteen hours of lessons per week.

•

If you have a clash in a Box, you will need either to choose a subject from a different Box or see whether the
course you want is offered by The Henry Box School in a different Option Box.

•

In addition, there will be one hour of Enrichment Programme per week. During the year, students will also have
three personal development days where they are off timetable.

•

Students following Route B must choose their Double Award AS Health and Social Care in both boxes, or select
both Business and Accounting.

•

All students will have 2 hours per week for supervised study.

•

Students will then have four or five hours for private study or participating in Community Award activities.
Students are expected to use this time profitably and help maintain a good working atmosphere for the benefit
of all.

Additional courses, such as the Community Sports Leadership Award and the London Academy of Music and
Dramatic Arts, and extra-curricular activities, such as sport, generally take place after formal lessons have ended

FINANCIAL SUPPORT
Financial considerations, such as purchasing textbooks, travel costs or appropriate equipment/materials, should not
influence your choice of course, since financial support is available, including:
•

HOW TO APPLY
Please apply online via our website: www.wgswitney.org.uk
Full instructions can be found there.
Wood Green Sixth Form welcomes many prospective students each year from other schools, all of whom are
interviewed by the Head of Sixth Form or the Assistant Head of Sixth Form. This will be an informal meeting where
you will have the opportunity to discuss your course options.

All applications should be completed and returned by Friday 19th February 2016. Consideration may be given
to late applications on an individual basis.

The 16-19 Bursary Fund, which has two elements:
1. Young people in care, care leavers, young people in receipt of Income Support and disabled young people
in receipt of Employment Support Allowance who are also in receipt of Disability Living Allowance will be
eligible to receive a bursary of £1200 a year.
2. In addition, the Scheme is open to those students who are experiencing serious financial hardship, with
a family income of below £35,000, which would prevent them from fully accessing their education at school.

There are two other sources where students may apply for financial assistance:
•

The Carterton Educational Trust, for students who come from Carterton. Apply by contacting the Secretary for
the Trust, Mrs. T. Marchant, 01993 841060, or download an application form from
www.cartertoneducationaltrust.org.uk.

•

Oxfordshire County Council. Apply for assistance with travel by contacting the Integrated Transport Unit, 01865
815175 to confirm eligibility.

A WORKING PARTNERSHIP
At the heart of our success as a Sixth Form is our commitment to an ongoing partnership between you, your
parents/carers and us. We firmly believe that good communication will give you every opportunity to flourish. This
partnership is established and maintained in the following ways:
•

Meeting your Tutor, Assistant Head of Sixth Form and Head of Sixth Form during the Induction Course in July.

•

Daily registration with your Tutor.

•

Year 12 Tutor-Parent Evening in September and the Information Handbook for Parents.

•

Regular one-to-one academic tutoring meetings.

•

Three Reviews during the academic year.

•

Subject Evening.

Effective communication is, of course, a two-way process. We actively encourage you to talk openly to your teachers
and your tutor, as well as the Assistant Head of Sixth Form and Head of Sixth Form for information and guidance.
The support of, and communication from, parents and carers is fundamental to this partnership, and will better
enable each one of you to achieve your potential.
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ACCOUNTING
AQA 2120

ART AND DESIGN
OCR H200, H600

A.HALE@WGSWITNEY.ORG.UK

- ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

- ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

All Route B entry requirements.

Grade C or above in GCSE Art.

It is not necessary for students to have studied GCSE Accounting before commencing work on this specification and no
prior knowledge of accounting is necessary. This course is suitable for those who enjoy working with numbers.

EHALLMARK@HENRYBOX.OXON.SCH.UK
E.D’ARCY@WGSWITNEY.ORG.UK

- COURSE DESCRIPTION
Options: Fine Art (painting, drawing, printmaking, sculpture, mixed media, digital photography, alternative media, land art,
installation).

- COURSE DESCRIPTION
Unit 1 – ACCN1 Introduction to Financial Accounting
The Purpose of Accounting
Basic double entry skills
The Trial Balance
Final Accounts including adjustments
Cash book
Day books
Correction of errors
Reconciliation statements
Control Accounts

AS – one component: 100% Coursework
At AS, students study a range of techniques through workshop sessions using a variety of media. This includes painting
and drawing sculpture, printmaking, photography, digital imaging and ICT. They also study the work of other artists and
designers and develop and complete a coursework portfolio based on their chosen option and a theme. This includes
planning sheets and sketchbook work. Students also study and analyse the work, techniques and processes of other
artists.
A Level - two components: 60% Coursework (Personal Investigation) and 40% Externally Set Task
At A2, students complete a personal investigation based on a personal starting point, this includes planning sheets,
sketchbooks, a portfolio of work and final pieces. They also complete related in-depth work placing their work within an
historical and/or contemporary context. There is a word limit of between 1000 and 3000 words.

Unit 2 – ACCN2 Financial and Management Accounting
Types of business organisations
Capital and Revenue expenditure
Depreciation
Provisions for doubtful debts•
Accounting concepts
Limited company accounts
An Introduction to Budgeting
Ratio Analysis
ICT in Accounting

An Externally Set Task based on a test paper is completed. This includes preliminary work and a final piece.
Each year students attend gallery study days. It is strongly recommended that students attend optional evening Life
Drawing classes and Art Club each week.

- ASSESSMENT
AS
Externally set task - set January & marked internally - 100%

- ASSESSMENT
Whilst an Advanced Subsidiary Level is a free standing qualification, if continued to A2 it will also comprise 50% of the total
marks for the A Level.
Unit 1 – ACCN1 Introduction to Financial Accounting 50% of AS,
1 hour 30 minutes written examination 80 raw marks (100 UMS)
Four compulsory questions – each carrying a variable number of marks, each with a variable number of sub-questions.
Unit 2 – ACCN2 Financial and Management Accounting 50% of AS,
1 hour 30 minutes written examination 80 raw marks (100 UMS)
Four compulsory questions – each carrying a variable number of marks, each with a variable number of sub-questions.

A2
Personal Investigation - internally set in February - 60%
Externally Set Assignment - 40%

- COURSES AND CAREERS
Many students go on to Foundation courses and degrees in Art and Design. All students will have a portfolio of work to
show to potential employers or higher education establishments.
The range of opportunities is vast, covering areas such as textile design, fashion, graphics, interior design, architecture,
sculpture and fine art.

- COURSES AND CAREERS
Students who take accounts often take Business Studies, but Accounting also supports other studies, particularly Arts and
Sciences.
Many students go on to university or undertake a professional qualification in Accounting and become qualified
accountants but your financial acumen can support a wide number of careers – general management, banking, retail or
leisure, local government – money is the common denominator. With accounting skills you could end up working in just
about any area you choose
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BIOLOGY
OCR H020, H420

BUSINESS
EDEXCEL 8BS0, 9BS0

G.DAVIES@WGSWITNEY.ORG.UK

A.HALE@WGSWITNEY.ORG.UK

- ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

- ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

Two B grades in GCSE Additional Science or two B grades in GCSE Triple Science, one of which must be in Biology.

Grade C or above in GCSE Mathematics or a Grade B in GCSE Business Studies. No previous knowledge of Business Studies
is required, but an interest and willingness to follow current affairs and business news are essential. This course is suitable
for those who like to work with real problems and enjoy discussion.

- COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course aims to help students develop theoretical and practical skills in biology, including planning, implementing,
analysis and evaluation. The course comprises six modules, covering topics such as cell biology, biological molecules,
exchange, transport, biodiversity, disease, genetics, ecosystems, evolution, communications, homeostasis and energy.

- COURSE DESCRIPTION
AS Level

A Level

Year 12 AS Level Units
Students study a range of topics including Cells, Exchange and Transport, Biological Molecules, Food and Health,
Biodiversity and Evolution, Genes and Protein Synthesis. In coursework, a wide range of experimental skills are developed.

Theme 1: Marketing and People.

Theme 3: Business Decisions and Strategy.

Year 13 A Level Units
Students study a range of topics including Communication and Homeostasis, Excretion, Photosynthesis and Respiration,
Cellular Control, Biotechnology and Gene Technologies, Ecosystems and Sustainability.

- ASSESSMENT
Practical skills are no longer assessed as part of the AS or A2 qualification, however, they will be internally assessed for a
“Practical Endorsement for Biology” qualification. There will also be a number of ‘practical’ style questions in examination
papers.		

Meeting customer needs.

Business objectives and strategy.

The market.

Business growth.

Marketing mix and strategy.

Decision-making techniques.

Managing people.

Influences on business decisions.

Entrepreneurs and leaders.

Assessing competitiveness.
Managing change.

Theme 2: Managing Business Activities.

Theme 4: Global Business.

Raising finance.

AS

Financial planning.

Globalisation.

Paper 1: Breadth in Biology (50%)

Managing finance.

Global markets and business expansion.

Paper 2: Depth in Biology (50%)

Resource management.

Global marketing.

Written examinations, 1½ hours for each.

External influences.

Global industries and companies

A Level

- ASSESSMENT

A Level

Paper 1: Biological processes (37%)

AS Level

Paper 2: Biological Diversity (37%)

Paper 1: Marketing and People.
80 marks. 1½ hours. 50% of qualification.
Questions in Section A and B drawn from Theme 1.
Questions in section C also drawn from Theme 2.
Section A: one data response question.
Section B: one data response question.
Section C: one extended open-response question.

Paper 1: Marketing, People and Global Businesses.
100 marks. 2 hours. 35% of qualification.
Sections A and B: one data response question, including
one extended open-response question.

Paper 3: Unified Biology (26%)
Written examinations, 2¼ hours for papers 1 & 2, 1½ hours for Paper 3: Unified Biology.

- COURSES AND CAREERS
Biology combines well with Chemistry, Psychology, Geography, Mathematics, and Further Mathematics.
Higher education and careers for which Biology is needed or recommended include conservation science, ecology,
environmental management, plant science, medicine, veterinary science, genetics, biotechnology, biochemistry, molecular
biology, pharmacology, clinical biology, physiology, sports science and anatomy.

Paper 2: Business Activities, Decisions and Strategy.
100 marks. 2 hours. 35% of qualification.
Sections A and B: one data response question, including
one extended open-response question.

Paper 2: Managing Business Activities.
80 marks. 1½ hours. 50% of qualification.
Questions in Section A and B drawn from Theme 2.
Question in Section C also drawn from Theme 1.
Section A: one data response question.
Section B: one data response question.
Section C: one extended open-response question.

Paper 3: Investigating Business in a Competitive
Environment.
100 marks. 2 hours. 30% of qualification.
Two data response questions broken down into a number
of parts, each including one extended open-response
question.
This paper has a pre-released context to enable students
to investigate an industry or market in which businesses
operate.

- COURSES AND CAREERS
Students will apply their knowledge and understanding to real-life business contexts. Content will be updated, to reflect
the issues impacting on modern businesses in our specification and real business case studies in all our assessments.
Students will develop transferable skills that support higher education study and the transition to employment, including
numeracy, communication, an understanding of the business environment and commercial awareness.
Students can progress from this qualification to:

8

•

Higher education courses such as business management, business administration, accountancy and finance,
human resource management, marketing, retail management, tourism management and international business.

•

A wide range of careers ranging from banking, sales, product management and general management to working in
public sector organisations or charities.
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CHEMISTRY
EDEXCEL 8CH0, 9CH0

G.DAVIES@WGSWITNEY.ORG.UK

NOCALLAGHAN@HENRYBOX.OXON.SCH.UK
K.TURNER@WGSWITNEY.ORG.UK

DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY: PRODUCT DESIGN

- ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

- ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

Two B grades in GCSE Additional Science or two B grades in GCSE Triple Science, one of which must be in Chemistry.
Mathematics is used more extensively at AS and A level than at GCSE Chemistry. Students taking the Higher Level
Mathematics GCSE paper are suitably prepared for the course.

Grade C or above in GCSE Design Technology.

- COURSE DESCRIPTION
- COURSE DESCRIPTION
The course takes recent developments in Chemistry into account and aims to deepen students’ understanding and
knowledge of all aspects of the subject. The study of Chemistry encourages an enquiring mind and aims to develop logical
and critical thinking abilities.
The areas studied cover Inorganic Chemistry (the study of elements) and Organic Chemistry (the study of carbon
compounds - the molecules of living things). These are linked together by unifying concepts such as the Periodic Table,
bonding and structure, reaction kinetics, and energy and equilibrium.
While studying AS/A Level Chemistry, you will develop practical skills that include making observations, collecting data,
analysing experimental results and formulating decisions.

The course offers excellent progression from GCSE Design & Technology courses, particularly Resistant Materials, Product
Design and Systems & Control.
This course is designed to encourage students to take a broad view of technology and design, to develop their capacity
to design and make products and to appreciate the complex relations between design, materials, manufacture and
marketing. It is intended to stimulate students’ creativity and innovation.
‘3D Design’ is intended to reflect the wide-ranging activities of professional designers and covers a wide range of materials
The subject content covers the following areas:
• Materials and Components
• Design & Market Influences

- ASSESSMENT

• Processes and Manufacture

Practical skills are no longer assessed as part of the AS or A2 qualification, however, they will be internally assessed
for a “Practical Endorsement for Chemistry” qualification. There will also be a number of ‘practical’ style questions in
examination papers.

These will be delivered through a combination of theory, design and practical work. Links with designers and
manufacturers will be established and visits to these companies will be an important part of the course.

AS

- ASSESSMENT

Paper 1 – Core Inorganic and Physical Chemistry (50%)
Written examination: 1½ hours

There are 4 units to be covered in the two years; at the end of a successful Year 12 an AS level will be awarded.

AS Paper 2 – Core Organic and Physical Chemistry (50%)
Written examination: 1½ hours

Unit 1
Written paper (2 hours)
This unit makes up 50% of the AS qualification and 25% of the A2

A2

Unit 2
Coursework (approximately 50 hours)
This unit makes up 50% of the AS qualification and 25% of the A2

A Level Paper 1 – Advanced Inorganic and Physical Chemistry (30%)
Written examination:1¾ hours
A level Paper 2 – Advanced Organic and Physical Chemistry (30%)
Written examination: 1¾ hours
A level Paper 3 – General and Practical Principles in Chemistry (40%)
Written examination: 2½ hours

Unit 3
Written paper (2 hours) 25% A2
This unit makes up 25% of the A2 qualification
Unit 4
Coursework (approximately 60 hours) 25% A2
This unit makes up 25% of the A2 qualification

- COURSES AND CAREERS

- COURSES AND CAREERS

Chemistry combines particularly well with Physics, Biology, Mathematics and Geography.

Design and Technology combines well with Mathematics, Physics and Art & Design.

Students interested in any higher education courses and careers with a scientific basis, such as pure research, medicine,
veterinary science, engineering, biology, biotechnology, geology or computing, will find A Level Chemistry useful and often
essential.
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DRAMA & THEATRE STUDIES
EDEXCEL 9DR0

ECONOMICS
EDEXCEL AS 8EC0, 9EC0

J.DAVIDSON@WGSWITNEY.ORG.UK

R.YOUNG@WGSWITNEY.ORG.UK

- ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

- ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

Grade C or above in GCSE Drama. If students have not studied GCSE Drama they must have achieved a grade B or above in
both English Language and English Literature.

Grade B or above in GCSE Mathematics. No previous knowledge of Economics is required, but an interest and willingness
to follow current affairs and world news are essential.

- COURSE DESCRIPTION

- COURSE DESCRIPTION

There are 3 units in the Drama and Theatre specification.

Economics is a social science which helps explain how society can make best use of scarce resources, and how issues such
as unemployment, poverty and recessions can be tackled by government.

There will be one written exam, one examined performance and one internally examined unit based on practical work and
coursework.
The aim of the course is to:

Economics offers an analytical way of thinking which opens eyes to the way the world works. You are taught a set of
academic theories and concepts to use in order to analyse and evaluate some of the most important issues facing our
society. For instance, you will understand arguments for and against:

Develop your interest and enjoyment in drama and theatre, both as participants and as informed members of an
audience, fostering an enthusiasm for and critical appreciation of the subject.

Government use of taxes and regulations to reduce market failures, such as pollution

Develop an understanding and appreciation of the significance of social, cultural and historical influences on the
development of drama and theatre.

The causes of and potential solutions to unemployment and inflation

Allowing drug companies to make large profits from selling life-saving drugs that some cannot afford

Experience a range of opportunities to develop a variety of dramatic and theatrical skills, enabling you to grow creatively
and imaginatively in both devised and script work.
Integrate theory and practice through your understanding of critical concepts.
The course demands practical, creative and communication skills in equal measure.

- ASSESSMENT
Component 1: Devising (internally examined externally moderated) 40% of qualification. (80 marks)
Devise an original performance based on the key ideas of a theatre practitioner. (20 marks)
Includes a 2500-3000 portfolio. (60 marks)
Component 2: Text in Performance (externally examined) 20% of qualification. (60 marks)
A group performance of a key extract from a performance text. (36 marks)
The performance of a monologue or a duologue. (24 marks)
Component 3: Theatre Makers in Practice (externally marked) 40% of qualification. (80 marks)
Written exam including:
Section A: A live Theatre Review (20 marks)
Section B: Page to Stage: Realising a Performance text (36 marks)
Section C: Interpreting a Performance Text (24 marks)

How developing countries can reduce poverty by accepting aid and/or multi-national investment
Membership of the EU and globalisation
You will also research issues facing countries and trading blocs such as the EU in the world today.
Work undertaken in private study includes watching ‘how-to’ videos which explain core economic concepts, and using
research to keep informed of current affairs. Each topic is supported by a list of key revision points and ‘stretch and
challenge’ articles
Students are expected to buy the latest edition of a class textbook, and revision notes. The cost of these books is
approximately £25.00.

- ASSESSMENT
AS Economics has two externally marked 90 minute examinations taken at the end of Year 12. Papers have compulsory
multiple-choice and short-answer questions; a data response question; and a choice of extended open-response essay
questions:
Paper 1: Introduction to Markets and Market Failure (8EC0/01).
Paper 2: The UK Economy – Performance and Policies (8EC0/02)
A2 Economics has three externally marked 120 minute examinations taken at the end of Year 13. Papers have compulsory
multiple-choice and short-answer questions; a data response question; and a choice of extended open-response essay
questions

- COURSES AND CAREERS
Drama is an excellent course to broaden your studies in combination with a range of subjects.

Paper 1: Markets and Business Behaviour (9EC0/01)

It helps to build confidence and improve communication and presentation skills.

Paper 2: The National and Global Economy (9EC0/02)

Careers can follow in the performing arts industries, but also in many areas where communication skills are valued.

Paper 3: Microeconomics and Macroeconomics (9EC0/03)

- COURSES AND CAREERS
Economics complements science and humanities courses. Economics and Mathematics or Economics and Physics
are popular combinations. Similarly, Economics and Business Studies, Geography or Politics are useful complements,
assessing similar content from different perspectives.
Economics develops your ability to think strategically and so is a highly-valued subject in future courses of study and future
jobs. Typical careers and courses include Banking and Finance, Accountancy, Civil Service, Industrial Economics, Law and
European Business.
.
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE
AQA 7706, 7707

H.SMY@WGSWITNEY.ORG.UK

ENGLISH LITERATURE
AQA 7716, 7717

H.SMY@WGSWITNEY.ORG.UK

- ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

- ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

Grade B or above in GCSE English or English Language / English Literature and one pass at grade C or above in English
Language or English Literature.

Grade B or above in GCSE English or English Language / English Literature and one pass at grade C or above in English
Language or English Literature.

- COURSE DESCRIPTION

- COURSE DESCRIPTION

The course has been designed to have a focus on the integration of language and literature. Students will be able to see
how linguistic and literary methods are related and will explore these links in their work.

The course aims to enable students to approach the reading and study of literature through the lens of genre and theory,
encouraging the independent study of a range of texts within a shared context, giving logic and meaning to the way that
texts are grouped for study.

The variety of assessment styles used, such as re-creative writing, commentary writing, discursive essays and researchbased investigative writing, allows students to develop a wide range of skills. These include the ability to read critically,
analyse, evaluate and undertake independent research.

- ASSESSMENT

The variety of assessment styles used, such as passage-based questions, unseen material, single text questions, multiple
text questions, open and closed-book approaches allows students to develop a wide range of skills, such as the ability to
read critically, analyse, evaluate and undertake independent research.

- ASSESSMENT

AS Level – 2 written examinations.
Unit 1: Views and Voices – 50%
This unit explores ideas of ‘Imagined Worlds’ through the study of a prose text and also ‘Poetic Voices’ through
the study of a chosen poet. It is assessed by a 1½ hour, closed book, written examination in which students are
asked to write analytically about the 2 set texts.
Unit 2: People and Places - 50%
This unit explores the representation of place in an anthology of texts. It is assessed by a 1½ hour, closed book,
written examination in which students write both analytically and re-creatively in response to the selected text.
A Level – 2 written examinations and one piece of written coursework
Unit 1: Telling Stories - 40%
This unit explores a range of texts. Some are non-fiction and/or non-literary and are united by ideas about ‘Places’.
‘Poetic Voices’ and ‘Imagined Worlds’ are also explored, incorporating the study of poetry and prose respectively.
It is assessed by a 3 hour written examination which is a mix of closed and open book and requires students to
write analytically using both linguistic and literary frameworks.
Unit 2: Exploring Conflict – 40%
This unit explores the way in which writers present society and relationships in both prose and drama. It is 		
assessed by a 2½ hour, open book, written examination which requires both analytical and re-creative responses.
Unit 3: Making Connections -20%
This unit is a coursework unit which requires students to be skilled independent readers. Students will produce
a 2,500 – 3,000 word personal investigation that explores a specific technique or theme in both literary and nonliterary discourse.

AS – 2 written examination papers.
Unit 1: Literary Genres: Drama -50%
This unit explores either the genre of Tragedy or Comedy. Section A is based on a Shakespeare play and Section
B is based on a second drama text. It is assessed by a 1½ hour closed book examination which requires students
to write analytically about the two texts.
Unit 2: Literary Genres: Prose and Poetry – 50%
This unit continues to explore the genre of Tragedy or Comedy and considers how the genre is developed in poetry
and prose. Section A is a study of poetry, and Section B is a study of a prose text. It is assessed by a 1½ hour open
book examination which requires students to write analytically about the two set texts.
A Level – 2 written examination papers and 1 coursework portfolio
Unit 1: Literary Genres 40%
This unit explores either the genre of Tragedy or Comedy – similar to the AS course. Section A is based on
a Shakespeare play and Section B is based on a second drama text. Section C requires a comparison of 2 further
texts. This unit will cover texts from a range of different time periods and covers drama, poetry and prose. It
is assessed by a 2½ hour, closed book examination which requires students to write analytically about the set texts
in relation to the chosen genre.
Unit 2: Texts and Genres 40%
This unit explores either the genre of Crime Writing or Social/Protest writing. Section A requires a response to
an unseen text from the chosen genre. Section B requires students to write analytically about one of the set 		
texts and Section C requires students to make connections between 2 texts. It is assessed in a 3 hour open book
examination.
Unit 3: Theory and Independent 20%
This coursework unit requires students to write 2 essays of 1250-1500 words, each responding to a different text
and linking them to a critical theory. One of the responses may be re-creative.

- COURSES AND CAREERS
English Language and Literature combines particularly well with History and Drama. Students interested in any Higher
Education courses and careers such as journalism, teaching, Media Studies and Communication will find AS or A-Level
English Language and Literature useful.
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- COURSES AND CAREERS
English Literature combines particularly well with History and Drama. Students interested in any Higher Education courses
and careers such as journalism, teaching, Media Studies and Communication will find AS or A-Level English Literature
useful.
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EXTENDED PROJECT QUALIFICATION - LEVEL 3
AQA 7993

R.CARDANI@WGSWITNEY.ORG.UK

CBLOIS@HENRYBOX.OXON.SCH.UK
J.SLATER@WGSWITNEY.ORG.UK

FRENCH

- ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

- ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

You will need a desire to research a topic of your own choice, determination, excellent time management and an
inquisitive mind.

Grade B or above in GCSE French.

- COURSE DESCRIPTION

- COURSE DESCRIPTION
The Extended Project Qualification is an independent piece of research done that is carried out with supervisor support
but minimal supervision. You select an area of interest, pose a research question and start delving deeper into the topic
and conducting primary and secondary research. You will have occasional meetings with a supervisor, whose role it is to
ask you questions and support you in reflecting on your progress.
In addition, you will receive lessons in critical thinking, report writing, referencing, library research skills and presentation
skills. You will keep an on-going Project Production Log, write a report and present your project to an audience with a
question and answer session. The written report is usually 5000 words long (1000 words if you produce an actual artefact
or performance as part of your project). All in all, you are expected to carry out approximately eighty hours of independent
research.
Universities see the Extended Project Qualification as evidence of motivation to explore a subject in greater depth, as well
as an opportunity for further development of analytical, critical thinking and independent research skills.

Themes covered throughout AS and A Level French include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Family and relationships
Education
Work and unemployment
Social issues, including equality, race and religion
Festivals and traditions
Law and order
Immigration
The environment
Science and technology
Media
Politics
Heritage and history of France

Language learning is rooted in the context of French culture, and students will also study a French literary text and / or
film.

- ASSESSMENT
Your Project Production Log, written report and presentation, all form part of the internally-assessed, externally
moderated evidence.

The course will be delivered in 4 hours per week. There is a particular focus on reinforcing and further extending students’
grammatical knowledge. We also devote a lesson every week to intensive speaking practice and preparation for the oral
exam.

- COURSES AND CAREERS

- ASSESSMENT

The Extended Project Qualification provides you with an opportunity to practise the skills you will need at university.
As such, it is also well regarded by universities, and offers you an opportunity to discuss a real interest of your own at
interviews or in your university application.

Students will be assessed in the following skills for AS and A level:
•

Comprehension of authentic written texts and passages of spoken language

•

Translation into English, and from English into French

•

Speaking – discussions based on a stimulus and students’ own research into a topic of their choice

•

Writing – a critical essay on a literary text or film that students have studied

- COURSES AND CAREERS
French can be combined with almost any subject and will significantly improve the range of skills you offer to an employer.
The opportunity to work abroad becomes a real possibility.
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GEOGRAPHY
EDEXCEL 9GE0

GERMAN
OCR H091, H491

R.MEADOWS@WGSWITNEY.ORG.UK

- ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

- ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

Grade B at GCSE Geography, having sat the higher paper. We are also happy to consider students who have not taken
GCSE Geography and are interested in the geographical topics outlined. These students must have a Grade B or above in
IGCSE English or GCSE English, GCSE English Language or GCSE English Literature.

Grade B or above in GCSE German.

A genuine interest in current geographical issues is necessary.

- COURSE DESCRIPTION

J.SLATER@WGSWITNEY.ORG.UK

The course aims to build upon and develop the linguistic skills obtained at GCSE.

- COURSE DESCRIPTION

New language will be acquired via topic-based work.

•

A four unit A level.

•

A versatile and relevant subject that focuses on the 21st Century with the rise of new superpowers and increasing
global problems such as climate change and resource management

At AS Level, the topics covered will be stereotypes, equality and gender, modern world issues and aspects of artistic culture
including the detailed study of a prescribed literary text or critically acclaimed film

•

Stresses the connections between the different aspects of Geography.

•

Allows a balance between students’ own physical, human and/or environmental interests and key geographical
topics.

•

Designed to engage students and renew interest in the subject of Geography which offers so much to our 		
understanding of our planet.

•

Will help to develop key skills of investigative geography (fieldwork and research skills), powers of synopticity
discussion, evaluation and decision making

•

Will develop students that are critical and reflective learners, able to articulate opinions, suggest relevant new
ideas and provide evidenced argument in a range of situations.

In Year 13 students will explore law and order, medical advances, political culture and current affairs, literature and the
arts, heritage and history.
In addition students will study in detail a prescribed literary text or film.
Oral participation is a vital component and students should come prepared to contribute to lively discussions. Grammar
will be an important aspect of the course and will be supported by a grammar workbook.
Students have the option of subscribing to language magazines such as ‘Zusammen’.
Students are encouraged to further their understanding and appreciation of German culture through research on the
internet. German news websites can be viewed regularly to help students keep up to date with wider social/ political
development of the country which will in turn help increase confidence in listening skills.

- ASSESSMENT
- ASSESSMENT

Whilst an Advanced Subsidiary Level is a free standing qualification, if continued to A2 it will also comprise 50% of the total
marks for the A Level.

AS
Paper 1 – Dynamic Landscapes – Tectonic Processes and Hazards and Coastal Landscapes and Change. 50%
Paper 2 – Dynamic Places – Globalisation and Regenerating Cities. 50%
Both papers may include multiple-choice questions, open response, calculations and resource-linked questions. The
examination includes 9-mark and 12-mark extended writing questions.
Fieldwork will also be tested on this paper

AS Level
Unit 1: Comprehension (1hr30mins)- 37%
Unit 2: Writing (1hr30mins) 33%
Unit 3: Speaking (18mins) 30%
A level
Unit 1: Comprehension (2hrs30mins) 40%
Unit 2: Writing (2hrs 45mins) (30%)
Unit 3: Speaking (18mins) 30%

A2
Paper 1 – Physical paper - 90 marks and 30% of course

- COURSES AND CAREERS

Paper 2 – Human paper - 90 marks and 30% of the course

German can be combined with almost any subject and will significantly improve the range of skills you offer to an
employer.

Both of these papers will be assessed using short open, open response and resource-linked questions. The examinations
includes 10-mark and 15-mark extended writing questions

The opportunity to work abroad becomes a real possibility.

Paper 3 – A synoptic paper - 1 hour and 45 minutes and worth 20%. The examination includes 6-mark, 15-mark and 18mark extended writing questions
Paper 4 – a 3000-4000 report worth 20%

- COURSES AND CAREERS
Geography is one of the facilitating subjects and as such is suitable preparation for a wide range of university degree
courses and employment opportunities. The analytical skills as well as the deeper understanding of all global issues are
exceptionally advantageous for any employment opportunity.
“Geographers look at issues from a wide perspective and develop a range of skills which are attractive to a very broad
range of future employers” (Prospects Graduate Careers website, 2014) such as: management and administration, further
training, the financial sector, the retail sector and other professions.
Geography links particularly well with Economics, History, Chemistry, Biology, Maths and Sociology. It links well with any A
Level.
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GOVERNMENT & POLITICS
EDEXCEL 8GP01, 9GP01

S.TRANTER@WGSWITNEY.ORG.UK

HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE - DOUBLE AWARD
AQA 1822, 2822

- ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

- ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

Two passes at Grade C or above in GCSE English, English Language, English Literature or History. No previous knowledge
of Government and Politics is required but an interest in current and world affairs is essential.

All Route B entry requirements.

C.WHITING@WGSWITNEY.ORG.UK

- COURSE DESCRIPTION

- COURSE DESCRIPTION
There are 4 units in the Government and Politics specification. Two will be covered in Year 12 at the AS level and a further
two units will be covered in Year 13 for the A2 Level.

AS and A Level Health and Social Care give students a greater awareness and understanding of current issues surrounding
the topics and areas listed in the units below.

There is no coursework option on this course.

This specification introduces students to key concepts and a body of knowledge that will provide them with an invaluable
and thoughtful perspective on contemporary issues in health and social care. It complements other A-Level studies and
equips students with skills needed for higher education and the world of work. It reflects job opportunities relevant to
areas of work, including community justice.

- ASSESSMENT

- ASSESSMENT

Whilst an Advanced Subsidiary Level is a free standing qualification, if continued to A2 it will also comprise 50% of the total
marks for the A Level.

Whilst an Advanced Subsidiary Level is a free standing qualification, if continued to A2 it will also comprise 50% of the total
marks for the A Level.

AS

The AS Level Double Award comprises of the 4 following units:

Unit 1: People and Politics (50%). Examination: 1 hour 20 minutes. 2 Structured questions.
You will study democracy, elections, political parties and pressure groups

AS

Unit 2: Governing the UK (50%). Examination: 1 hour 20 minutes. 1 stimulus response and 1 essay.
You will study the Constitution, Parliament, the Prime Minister and the Judiciary.

HSC02 Understanding Health Conditions, Patient Care Pathways - Written examination

HSC01 Effective Care - Portfolio
HSC03 Life as a Challenge - Written examination

A2
Unit 3: Introducing Ideology (50%). Examination: 1½ hours. 3 short answers and 1 essay.
You will study conservatism, liberalism, socialism, and anarchism.
Unit 4: Governing the USA (50%). Examination: 1½ hours. 3 short answers and 1 essay.
You will study the US Constitution, Congress, the President and the Supreme Court.

HSC04 Educating Children - Portfolio
A2
8 units HSC01, HSC02, HSC03, HSC04, HSC06, plus three optional units taken from HSC05, HSC07, HSC08, HSC09
and HSC10 (at least two of which must be examined units).
HSC05 Learning and Development - Written examination

- COURSES AND CAREERS
Government and Politics is a social science and complements a variety of other courses; for example, History, Economics,
and Modern Languages.
Studying Government and Politics will develop your ability to analyse and solve problems, and this along with a knowledge
of how political systems work, opens up a variety of career possibilities including law, journalism and the Civil Service.

HSC06 Practitioner Roles - Portfolio Compulsory 80 (Synoptic)
HSC07 Food and Fitness - Written examination
HSC08 Using and Understanding - Portfolio research
HSC09 Understanding Mental Disorders - Portfolio
HSC10 Diagnosis, Treatment and Preventative Strategies

- COURSES AND CAREERS
The following careers follow on naturally from Health and Social Care A level.
Childcare, Nursing, Paediatrics, Midwifery, Social work, Teaching, Police Officer, Probation Officer/YOT, Medicine,
Paramedics, Health visitor, Mental health and Counselling.
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HISTORY
EDEXCEL 8H10, 9H10

MATHEMATICS
EDEXCEL 8371, 9371

S.TRANTER@WGSWITNEY.ORG.UK

- ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

- ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

Grade C or above in GCSE History. A positive approach during the GCSE course and a genuine interest in a wide range of
historical issues are also necessary.

Grade B or above at GCSE Mathematics.

M.ADDY@WGSWITNEY.ORG.UK

- COURSE DESCRIPTION

- COURSE DESCRIPTION
The course is now designed to encourage the skills of both breadth and depth. To that end, you will be able to study topics
over a 200 year period, as well as studying at least one country in depth over a shorter time period. We will cover both
British and international history.
The course also aims to develop your skills of analysis and evaluation, as well as your historical skills of using source
material. You will also be looking at different interpretations of history and making your own judgements.

This course will encourage students to develop their understanding of Mathematics and mathematical processes. It will
enable them to reason logically and to construct mathematical proofs.
Students will recognise how situations may be represented mathematically and how ‘real world’ problems and
mathematical models are related.
The course also promotes confidence within the subject, fostering enthusiasm and enjoyment of mathematics.
There are six modules in the Mathematics A Level. Three will be covered in Year 12 as the AS Level and three in Year 13 at
A2.

- ASSESSMENT
The theme for the first two units is ‘Searching for rights and freedoms in the twentieth century’. Studying both the USA
and India allows you to compare and contrast the search for greater rights, freedoms and equality in these two countries.
Paper 1 and 2 will be examined as the AS units as well as for the A Level.
Paper 1: Russia, 1917–91: from Lenin to Yeltsin
This is a study in breadth, in which students will learn about the key political, social and economic features of
Communist rule in Russia during the twentieth century.
The examination consists of essay questions and a question evaluating different interpretations.
This paper is worth 30% of the total qualification.
Paper 2: The German Democratic Republic, 1949–90
This is a study in depth of the creation, development, decline and collapse of the communist East German state,
1949–90.
The examination consists of source analysis and evaluation, and essay questions.
This paper is worth 20% of the total qualification.
Paper 3: Britain: Losing and Gaining an Empire, 1763-1918.
This is a combination of a theme in breadth, with individual depth studies within it. The topic covers the changing
nature of the empire, with a focus on the American colonies, Australia, Canada and Egypt.
The examination consists of source analysis and essay questions.
This paper is worth 30% of the total A Level grade.
There is also a course work unit, consisting of 20% the total A Level. This is a single assignment, which will be related to
one of the topics studied in the A Level.

- ASSESSMENT
Whilst an Advanced Subsidiary Level is a free standing qualification, if continued to A2 it will also comprise 50% of the total
marks for the A Level.
Each module has a formal assessment at the end of the course, which is an examination of 1½ hours.
You can resit any module to improve your grade.
All modules carry equal points.
AS
Three modules are covered at AS:
Core 1
Core 2
Mechanics 1 or Statistics 1
A2
Three modules are covered at A2:
Core 3
Core 4
Mechanics 2 or Statistics 2

- COURSES AND CAREERS

- COURSES AND CAREERS

In the past few years, students at Wood Green School have combined History with a wide variety of other subjects taken
from the Sciences and the Arts. It is often partnered with Government and Politics.

Mathematics is essential for those seeking higher education courses in Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry, Engineering,
Computing and Electronics.

Many History graduates go on to work in publishing, journalism, broadcasting, industry and commerce, the Civil Service,
law and education.

It combines well with Biology, Geography, Economics, Psychology and Physical Education and allows you to keep more
options open for future career choices.
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FURTHER MATHEMATICS
EDEXCEL 8372, 9372

MUSIC
EDEXCEL 9MU0

M.ADDY@WGSWITNEY.ORG.UK

CRUSS@HENRYBOX.OXON.SCH.UK
C.LAUGHLIN@WGSWITNEY.ORG.UK

- ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

- ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

Grade A or above at GCSE Mathematics.

Grade C or above in GCSE Music and at least Grade 5 standard on your instrument. We ask that students continue to take
an active part in music-making; for example, Concert Band, Big Band or Choir.

- COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course will encourage students to develop their understanding of Mathematics and mathematical processes. It will
enable them to reason logically and to construct mathematical proofs.

- COURSE DESCRIPTION
AS

Students will recognise how situations may be represented mathematically and how ‘real world’ problems and
mathematical models are related. The course also promotes confidence within the subject, fostering enjoyment and
enthusiasm.

Unit 1 – Performing Music
Students perform solos and/or ensembles in a public recital on any instrument or voice in any style lasting at least six
minutes.

Pure Mathematics is compulsory and comprises seven modules C1, C2, C3, C4, FP1, FP2 and FP3.

Unit 2 - Composing
Students create 2 compositions, at least one from a brief set by the board. Each should last at least 2 minutes in duration.

The other five modules required are chosen from these applied modules:
•

Mechanics (M1, M2 and M3): the effects that forces have on stationary and moving objects

•

Statistics (S1, S2) which studies the collection and analysis of data and the drawing of conclusions from it

•

Decision Mathematics (D1) which studies the application of Mathematics in business, commerce and industry, where it
is important to find optimum solutions.

At the end of Year 12, students will have completed the AS Mathematics and AS Further Mathematics courses which allows
them to study the A Level Mathematics and Further Mathematics courses in Year 13.

Unit 3 – Developing Musical Understanding
Students listen to familiar music and understand how it works. Set works from six areas of study with 2 set works from
each provide the focus for two essay questions, through listening and studying scores.
A2
Unit 4 – Performing
Students perform solos and/or ensembles in a public recital on any instrument or voice in any style lasting at least eight
minutes.

- ASSESSMENT

Unit 5 – Composing
Students create 1 composition, with a choice of brief set by the board lasting at least 4 minutes in duration. They also
complete a technical exercise

Whilst an Advanced Subsidiary Level is a free standing qualification, if continued to A2 it will also comprise 50% of the total
marks for the A Level.

Unit 6 – Appraising
Students listen to familiar music and understand how it works. Set works from six areas of study with 3 set works from
each provide the focus for two essay questions, through listening and studying scores.

Examinations in each module are in June and last 1½ hours.
The first six modules will be taken in Year 12.

- ASSESSMENT

All modules carry equal points.

AS

A Level Mathematics
C1, C2, C3, C4 plus two applied modules
		
A Level Further Mathematics
FP1, FP2, FP3 plus another three applied modules

Unit 1 – Performing
The music performed is chosen and assessed by the centre and moderated by Edexcel.
Unit 2 – Composing
The composition brief is online in September. Both sections written under controlled conditions and externally assessed.
Unit 3 – Appraising
A 90 minute examination set and marked by Edexcel.

- COURSES AND CAREERS
Mathematics is essential for those seeking higher education courses in Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry, Engineering,
Computing and Electronics.
It combines well with Biology, Geography, Economics, Psychology and Physical Education and allows you to keep more
options open.
Students intending to read Mathematics, Science or Engineering at those universities which attract highly competitive
fields of student applications should take Further Mathematics A Level.
Typical careers include banking and finance, accountancy, the Civil Service, logistics, and business.

A2
Unit 4 – Performing
The music performed is chosen and assessed by the centre and moderated by Edexcel
Unit 5 – Composing
The composition brief is online in September. Both sections are completed under controlled conditions and will be
externally assessed.
Unit 6 – Appraising
Assessment is through a 2 hour examination paper set and marked by Edexcel.

- COURSES AND CAREERS
Courses in Music range from performing, teaching, music administration and music publishing to music therapy and music
technology.
A level Music combines well with The Excellent Musicians Programme, Music Technology and Mathematics.
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MUSIC TECHNOLOGY
EDEXCEL 8MT01, 9MT01

A.KELLY@WGSWITNEY.ORG.UK

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
AQA 7581, 7582

S.BURGE@WGSWITNEY.ORG.UK

- ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

- ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

Grade C or above in GCSE Music or at least Grade 3 standard on your instrument and/or Grade 3 music theory for AS. You
must be able to understand classical notation (treble and bass clef). We recommend that students continue to take an
active part in music-making.

Grade B or above in GCSE Physical Education. A genuine interest in the world of sport, exercise, and training as well as
playing in competitive sport is essential.

- COURSE DESCRIPTION

- COURSE DESCRIPTION
Music Technology encompasses all forms of technology involved with the musical arts, particularly the use of electronic
devices and computer software to facilitate recording, composition and analysis.

This syllabus takes a multi-disciplinary approach, encouraging different methods of enquiry drawn from a wide range of
disciplines, with the focus being the performer and the performance.

- ASSESSMENT

- ASSESSMENT
Whilst an Advanced Subsidiary Level is a free standing qualification, if continued to A2 it will also comprise 50% of the total
marks for the A Level.
AS
Unit 1: Music Technology Portfolio 1 (70%)
1A – Sequenced realised performance.
1B – Multi-track recording.
1C – Creative sequential arrangement.

Paper 1: Factors affecting participation in physical activity and sport
Written exam: Multiple choice, short answer and extended writing. (2 hours, 35%)
Section A: Applied anatomy and physiology
Section B: Skill acquisition
Section C: Sport and society
Paper 2: Factors affecting optimal performance in physical activity and sport
Written exam: Multiple choice, short answer and extended writing. (2 hours, 35%)

Unit 2: Listening and Analysing (30%)
The development of popular music styles from 1920 to the present day.
1¾ hours listening examination.
A2

Section A: Exercise physiology and biomechanics
Section B: Sport psychology
Section C: Sport and society and technology in sport
Non-exam assessment: Practical performance in physical activity and sport
Internal assesment, external moderation (30%)

Unit 3: Music Technology Portfolio 2 (60%)
3A – Sequenced performance.
3B - Multi-track recording.
3C – Composing with music technology.

Students assessed as a performer or coach in the full sided version of one activity.
Plus: written/verbal analysis of performance.

Unit 3: Analysing and Producing (40%)
2 hour examination which will test students’ musical understanding, their ability to manipulate and correct 		
recorded music and their ability to write commentaries on technological processes. They will also be tested 		
on their ability to produce a balanced stereo mix.

- COURSES AND CAREERS
There are many important opportunities in higher education, and many career possibilities for those proficient in handling
music technology. Students including those who do not play a traditional instrument are encouraged to explore their
musicality and create original materials using technology.

- COURSES AND CAREERS
Physical Education links well with Biology, Psychology and Sociology.
Students interested in higher education courses and careers in teaching physical education, fitness training,
physiotherapy, physiology, medicine, sports coaching, leisure and recreation and outdoor education will find Physical
Education very interesting and useful.

An A Level in Music Technology has been widely accepted by higher education providers and prepares you for work as a
sound engineer, record producer or teacher.
A Level Music Technology combines particularly well with Music, Physics, Mathematics and Drama and Theatre Studies.
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PHYSICS
OCR H156, H556

PSYCHOLOGY
AQA 7181, 7182

G.DAVIES@WGSWITNEY.ORG.UK

L.BRICKNELL@WGSWITNEY.ORG.UK

- ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

- ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

Two B grades in GCSE Additional Science or two B grades in GCSE Triple Science, one of which must be in Physics. Since
Mathematics is used more extensively at AS and A level than at GCSE Physics, a B Grade in GCSE Mathematics is also
required.

GCSE Grade C passes in English, Maths and Additional Science.

- COURSE DESCRIPTION
- COURSE DESCRIPTION
The AS and A level courses take the study of Physics into new areas such as quantum phenomena, astronomy and particle
physics. As always, the goal is to describe and explain the fundamental interactions around us in terms of energy and
forces. Topics studied include electrical circuits, applications of the waves theory, mechanics and motion, the fundamental
forces, electromagnetism, medical physics and simple harmonic motion. All these topics are illustrated with a range of
experiments, theory and practical applications to bring this fascinating subject to life.
There are advantages in taking A Level Physics and A Level Mathematics to support one another, especially as there is a
substantial overlap with Mechanics.

This qualification offers an engaging and effective introduction to Psychology. Students will learn the fundamentals of the
subject and develop skills valued by Higher Education (HE) and employers, including critical analysis, independent thinking
and research.
This A level qualification follows a clear, up-to-date and stimulating course, built on successful previous specifications. The
content reflects recent advances and changes in the subject and provides a coherent and holistic programme of study.

- ASSESSMENT
AS Level Psychology will be a stand-alone qualification and will not count as credit towards the 2 year A level qualification.

- ASSESSMENT

AS

Practical skills are no longer assessed as part of the AS or A2 qualification, however, they will be internally assessed for a
“Practical Endorsement for Physics” qualification.

Paper 1: Introductory Topics in Psychology
Social Influence, Memory and Attachment
Written examination: 1½ hours (50%)

AS

Paper 2: Psychology in Context
Approaches in Psychology, Psychopathology and Research methods
Written examination: 1½ hours (50%)

Paper 1: Breadth in Physics (50%)
Paper 2: Depth in Physics (50%)
Written examinations, 1½ hours for each.

A level
Paper 1: Introductory Topics in Psychology
Social Influence, Memory, Attachment and Psychopathology
Written examination: 2 hours (33.3%)

A level
Paper 1: Modelling Physics (37%)

Paper 2: Psychology in Context
Approaches in Psychology, Biopsychology and Research methods
Written examination: 2 hours (33.3%)

Paper 2: Exploring Physics (37%)
Paper 3: Unified Physics (26%)
Written examinations, 2¼ hours for papers 1 & 2, 1½ hours for paper 3.

- COURSES AND CAREERS
Physics combines well with Mathematics, Further Mathematics, Chemistry, Biology, Music Technology and Product Design.
Higher education and careers for which Physics is needed or recommended include all engineering courses, Physics
including medical physics, medicine, astronomy and space science, robotics, computer games programming, meteorology
and geophysics. Physics is also a powerful qualification for non-scientific careers such as architecture, banking, law,
accountancy, economics and management consultancy.

Paper 3: Issues and Options in Psychology
Issues and debates, Relationships, Stress and Aggression
Written examination: 2 hours (33.3%)

- COURSES AND CAREERS
Psychology graduates develop the transferable skills that all employers require, such as communication, numeracy,
independent learning and the ability to work in teams. Courses accredited by the British Psychological Society (BPS)
contain substantial teaching on statistics and research methodology, as well as scientific methods. Because of these,
psychology students are often well suited to being able to understand and manipulate quantitative and qualitative data.
Psychology students also acquire many of the skills of humanities graduates, such as critical thinking and essay writing.
Only a small percentage of psychology graduates go on to become chartered psychologists, specialising in clinical,
educational, occupational, forensic, health or sports psychology. It’s a fiercely competitive field and, apart from securing a
good degree, the main challenge for graduates is acquiring relevant work experience.
However, psychology graduates are well-equipped for numerous roles. The scientific and research elements of their
courses make market research, academia and numerate careers such as accountancy, ideal choices.
Psychology graduates, with their understanding of people and how they behave in different situations, could viably pursue
careers in human resources, careers advice, psychotherapy, counselling, advertising, marketing and retail management.
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES
AQA 7062

SOCIOLOGY
OCR H180, H580

D.PADFIELD@WGSWITNEY.ORG.UK

J.WILLIS@WGSWITNEY.ORG.UK

- ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

- ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

Grade B or above in GCSE English and Grade C or above in a humanities subject are required.

Grade C or above in both GCSE Religious Education and IGCSE English, GCSE English, GCSE English Language.
No previous knowledge of Sociology is required, although it is essential to be interested in current affairs.

- COURSE DESCRIPTION
This qualification is designed to nurture the development of critical and reflective thinking with the aim of developing
a greater understanding and appreciation of religious beliefs and teachings, as well as the disciplines of ethics and
philosophy of religion. Emphasis is placed on critical analysis and the construction of balanced, informed arguments within
the context of religious, philosophical and ethical awareness.
Philosophy and the study of religious thought are both academic subjects which involve analysing and evaluating concepts
that students would not necessarily have thought about before. The course is demanding and as such requires a lot of
work from each of its students. You will need to be organised, motivated and enthusiastic and most importantly open to
new ideas and concepts. You will also have to develop independent skills of research and additional reading to consolidate
your understanding of the topics.
There is no coursework with this course.

- COURSE DESCRIPTION
Sociology is the study of human interaction. The main concern is to explain human behaviour by examining individuals,
small groups and institutions, such as political organisations, the education system and the family. Sociology addresses
‘important’ questions such as: ‘Why do girls generally perform better than boys in education? Why are some people
racist, sexist or homophobic?’ It attempts to answer these by considering various sociological perspectives (Marxism,
functionalism, feminism) and a wide range of current research and evidence. Sociology gives a better understanding of
society and new insight into the way human life is organised, enabling people to make sense of their own experiences.
Students are expected to buy the latest edition of a class textbook and revision notes written by one of the course
teachers. The cost of these books is approximately £25.

- ASSESSMENT

- ASSESSMENT
AS
Unit 1: Philosophy of Religion
Ancient philosophical influences, arguments for and against God’s existence, religious experience, the problem of evil, soul
mind and body, immortality.
Unit 2: Moral Philosophy
Normative ethical theories, the application of normative theories to two modern day issues, ethical language and thought.
Unit 3: Developments in Religious thoughts
Religious beliefs, values and teachings and their relation to the contemporary world, sources of religious wisdom and
authority, practices within religion.
A level
Unit 1: Philosophy of Religion
All the issues in year 1 will be examined as wekk as ueas about the Nature of God and issues in religious language.

AS Sociology is made up of two mandatory components which are externally assessed at the end of Year 12. The two
examinations are both 1½ hours, and each are worth 50% of the AS. Papers have a mix of short and medium tariff
compulsory questions, some based on source material. Within each option, there will be three questions that will test the
quality of extended responses.
Paper 1: Socialisation, Culture and Identity (01)
Themes are developed through the context of one of three options:
Families and Relationships, Youth Subcultures, or Media
Paper 2: Researching and Understanding Social Inequalities (02)
Research methods and researching social inequalities. Understanding social inequalities
Learners take both components 01 and 02.
A2 Sociology is made up of three mandatory components, which are externally assessed at the end of Year 13. One
examination is 1½ hours. The other two are 2¼ hours each. Papers have a mix of short and medium tariff compulsory
questions, some based on source material. Within each option, there will be questions that will test the quality of extended
responses.

Unit 2: Moral Philosophy
All the issues in year 1 will be examined as well as debates about conscience and freewill, the influence on ethical thought
of developments in religious beliefs and the philosophy of religion.

Paper 1: Socialisation, culture and identity (01) (1½ hours)
Themes developed through the context of one of three options:
Families and relationships, Youth subcultures, or Media.

Unit 3: Developments in Religious thoughts
All the issues in year 1 will be examined plus as well as social and historical developments in theology and religious
thought and the relationship between religion and society.

Paper 2: Researching and understanding social inequalities (02) (2¼ hours)

- COURSES AND CAREERS
Philosophy and Ethics opens up a world of opportunities, students often study a degree in Philosophy, PPE, or Theology
which are available to study at all major universities and graduates go on to work in Politics, the media, law, publishing,
the Civil Service, marketing, recruitment consultation, HR, public service and education.
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Paper 3: Globalisation and the digital social world
Debates explored through a detailed study of Religion or Education (03) (2¼ hours)

- COURSES AND CAREERS
Sociology is recognised by all universities. It is a very popular and relevant subject for contemporary society. It is useful for
most occupations (politics, law, health & social care/services, education and the business world).
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EXCELLENT MUSICIANS’ PROGRAMME

C.BOWNDS@WGSWITNEY.ORG.UK

LEVEL 2 AWARD IN
COMMUNITY SPORTS LEADERSHIP

S.CORK@WGSWITNEY.ORG.UK

- ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

- ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

Students must have obtained at least Grade B in GCSE Music and Grade 7 or above on their principal instrument. Students
should be working towards grade 8 or a performance diploma during the two years. Alternatively, composers should be
working towards a full portfolio. All entrances to the Excellent Musicians Programme are subject to an audition.

Students must have an interest in sport and in working with young people. There are no specific GCSE or A Level
requirements for this course

The Excellent Musicians Programme is a unique course which is only offered at Wood Green School, students who wish to
take this course must apply to be a Wood Green School Sixth Form student.

- COURSE DESCRIPTION

- COURSE DESCRIPTION

The course is a nationally recognised qualification from Sports Leaders UK which compliments other study such as A Level
and BTEC. At Wood Green School, it is run as a one-year non-examination course for Year 12 or 13 students. There will be
a one-hour practical or theoretical session each week. Although there is no coursework, students will be expected to plan
and organise practical sessions, officiate at after-school coaching sessions and festivals with partnership primary school
pupils and run tournaments for Year 7 and 8 students.

The Excellent Musicians’ Programme has been designed as an enhanced programme of study to run in conjunction with
A Level Music (see page 25) and is aimed at students wishing to supplement their music education at the highest level.
Alongside the four hours of tuition on composition, listening, essay writing and harmony which students receive each week
as part of the Music A level, students participating in the Excellent Musicians’ Programme will also receive the following:
•
		
•

A further one hour of small group tuition per week led by a member of staff. This will include performance
workshops, learning to conduct an ensemble, coursework clinics and introduction to instrumental teaching.
Extra hours allocated for practice on your instrument(s)

•
Involvement in our Student Leadership Programme. This can involve running sectional rehearsals, 		
		
accompanying and conducting ensembles, choosing repertoire and organising concerts and international
		tours.
The Excellent Musicians’ Programme is run in partnership with the Oxfordshire County Music Service giving you a more
rounded provision. This includes access to:
•
		
		
		

Advanced Musician Courses run by the County Music Service in conjunction with the University of Oxford
led by Dr. John Traill. This consists of fourteen Friday evening workshops, concerts, recitals, lectures and
seminars, which will take place either at The Centre for Music, Headington or St. Anne’s College, University
of Oxford.

•
		
		

Free membership for one advanced ensemble offered by Oxfordshire County Music Service, Applicable
ensembles include the Oxfordshire County Youth Orchestra, Oxfordshire County Youth Big Band, 		
Oxfordshire County Youth Choir and the Oxfordshire County Youth Wind Band.

•
		
		
		

Discounted vocal and instrumental lessons through the Oxfordshire County Music Service. Students 		
enrolled on the Excellent Musicians Programme will receive an extra 50% of lesson time at no extra cost.
For example, if you were to pay for 30 minutes of tuition on your instrument this would be extended to 45
minutes at no extra cost.

The course provides training help students develop their confidence, organisational and leadership skills whilst increasing
their responsibility and self- esteem.
An important part of the course is the 10 hours of voluntary work. 5 hours of this needs to be organised in the community
towards the end of the course. The other 5 hours can be done throughout the year at Wood Green for the primary
schools. Students will also gain a nationally recognised First Aid qualification

- ASSESSMENT
Internal assessment will take place throughout the year. In May/ June there will be a practical assessment afternoon with
an external moderator.

- COURSES AND CAREERS
It is a qualification which would enhance your personal statement for higher education or CV for employment.
The course would be useful for any student wishing to go into teaching, sports coaching or a career working with young
people.

- ASSESSMENT
Assessment will be made as part of the A Level Music course with additional weekly support and mentoring.

- COURSES AND CAREERS
The Excellent Musicians’ Programme is uniquely designed to prepare students for higher education, providing them with
a firm foundation with which to develop their skills as an excellent musician. This is ideal for those wishing to pursue an
education at music college, conservatoire or university.
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LONDON ACADEMY OF MUSIC & DRAMATIC ART
LEVEL 3 BRONZE MEDAL (ACTING)

D.LAUGHLIN@WGSWITNEY.ORG.UK

- ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
The LAMDA qualification is available as an extra-curricular activity and is open to our Sixth Form students who have an
enthusiasm for, and interest in, Drama.

- COURSE DESCRIPTION
The course:
•

Develops imagination and creative thinking.

•

Develops communication skills.

•

Refines technical skills and artistry.

•

Promotes team work.

•

Promotes independent research and analytical skills.

- ASSESSMENT
Students are expected to:
•

Perform two monologues or duologues from different time periods to an examiner.

•

Research characters, genre and context.

•

Answer questions in an interview with the examiner.

- COURSES AND CAREERS
The examination promotes the skills listed in the course description and is therefore suitable for a wide variety of careers
where those skills are needed.
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Wood Green School
Witney
Oxfordshire
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t: 01993 899524
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