WOOD GREEN SCHOOL

Excellence for All

SIXTH FORM COURSE GUIDANCE

SIXTH FORM PATHWAYS
We understand that you have differing career aspirations, interests and strengths, and we aim to
ensure that you have an individualised programme which allows you to achieve your full potential.
It is important to realise that your GCSE results will indicate the
most appropriate pathway for you, and your A level or BTEC
choices need to be considered carefully. A few subjects can be
taken without previous study at GCSE, and some will be brand
new to you. You should check the specific requirements which
are detailed in the booklet and on the A level and BTEC course
guidance link on our website.
Choosing courses is a really important decision, as your future
career could depend on it. You should aim to thoroughly research
your subject choices when choosing your courses. Choose subjects
that you feel enthusiastic about and inspire you. Think carefully
about the guidance from your teachers, tutors and family.
We offer two entry routes into the Sixth Form: an A level Pathway
and a Combined Pathway.
Following their Sixth Form studies, some students embark on a
career through an apprenticeship or employment when they leave
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school. Considering a vocational Level 3 BTEC extended certificate
alongside 2 A levels may be exactly the right route for you.
If you know you want to go to university, the Russell Group’s guide
is a good place to start, and can be found at www.russellgroup/ac/
uk/informed-choices .
Another great resource is the Which University guide. Here, you
can look at potential degree courses and they will show you what
A levels their students studied at school, to give you an idea of the
path you could take.
You should choose subjects which complement each other
effectively, in order to showcase your talents accordingly.
For example, students should usually take more than one Science
subject if they wish to continue this at university. Students who
wish to pursue English should choose a complementary essay
subject to highlight their skills, such as History, Religious Studies or
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a Language. Economics and Physics complement Mathematics very well
too. Some useful advice on this can be found here http://university.which.
co.uk/advice/a-level-choices/six-things-you-need-to-know-beforemaking-your-a-level-choices. Below are some example combinations which
are common:
History, English Literature, Geography
Product Design, Mathematics, Physics
Chemistry, Biology, Mathematics (particularly for Medicine)
Mathematics, Further Mathematics, Physics, Economics
Business, Mathematics and Economics
Biology, Psychology, Health and Social Care or Applied Science
Drama, English and Sociology
Geography, Biology, Psychology
History, English, French and/or German
Music, English, Music Technology
PE, Biology, Geography or Psychology
Religious Studies, History, Sociology or Psychology
A Level Pathway
This is the traditional academic route of A level subjects. Most of our
students following this route will go to university. You can choose 3 or
4 subjects from the list below, and will also study for the AQA Extended
Project Qualification. The A levels are two year courses, with
examinations that will be completed at the end of Year 13.
• A level Art and Design

• A level German

• A level Biology

• A level History

• A level Business

• A level Mathematics

• A level Chemistry

• A level Further Mathematics

• A level Drama and Theatre Studies • A level Music
• A level Economics

• A level Physical Education

• A level English Language &

• A level Physics

Literature

• A level Product Design

• A level English Literature

• A level Psychology

• A level French

• A level Religious Studies

• A level Geography

• A level Sociology
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Entry requirements:
You will need to attain at least 5 passes at a minimum of Grade 5, including/as well as at least Grade 4 in English and Mathematics. You
will also need to meet the specific entrance requirements for each subject. These can be found on our website and in the Subject Profiles
section. You will also have the opportunity to resit your GCSE in English and Maths during the course of Year 12 if you do not achieve a
Grade 5.
Combined Pathway
The Combined Pathway gives you a greater diversity of choice in your subjects if you wish to pursue more vocational subjects or are
unsure if university is the right route for you. You will be studying 2 A levels at Wood Green School and a Level 3 BTEC National Extended
Certificate at Witney College.
Entry Criteria - Combined Pathway
You will need to attain at least 5 passes at a minimum of Grade 4, including/as well as at least Grade 4 in English and Mathematics. You
will also need to meet the specific entrance requirements for each subject. These can be found on our website and in the Subject Profiles
section. You will also have the opportunity to resit your GCSE in English and Maths during the course of Year 12 if you do not achieve a
Grade 5.
You can choose from any of the A level subjects, as long as you meet the entry requirements for them.
The Level 3 BTEC National Extended Certificate at Witney College are:
• Applied Science

• Health and Social Care

• Business

• Media Studies

• Computer Science / ICT

• Photography

For full details of these courses at Witney College, please go to http://www.abingdon-witney.ac.uk/
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A LEVEL ART AND DESIGN

A LEVEL BIOLOGY
OCR, H420, UNITS 01,02,03,04

Edexcel, 9FA0/01, 9FA0/02
The course enables students to work in a range of materials and
techniques including print making, photography, painting and
drawing and three dimensional work. Y12 runs as a foundation
year where students will begin Personal Investigations into a
series of themes, researching relevant artists, sites of interest,
developing ideas and producing finished pieces of work in
preparation for Y13. In Year 13, you will further develop skills,
techniques and Personal Investigations explored at AS Level. In
addition, students submit a 1000-word essay, relevant to their
Personal Investigations. Students will also be expected to make
independent visits to galleries and attend workshops relevant to
the course. Encouragement is given to students to find relevant
sites, objects and landscapes in the local area. Evidence of these
visits in photographs, drawing and written material is a prerequisite for those wishing to attain higher grades. Students go on
to Foundation courses and degrees in Art and Design. All students
will have a portfolio of work to show to potential employers or
Higher education establishments. The range of opportunities is
vast, covering areas such as textile design, fashion, graphics,
interior design, architecture, sculpture and fine art.
Entry Requirements:
Grade 5 or above in GCSE Art. Good writing skills are essential as
A Level involves a minimum 1,000-word critical study of artists
related to practical work. It is expected that candidates find the
work enjoyable, have a passion for the subject and are prepared to
put in 4 hours of independent study per week to complete pieces
of work, using, where appropriate, the specialist facilities available.

This course aims to help students develop theoretical and practical
skills in biology, including planning, implementing, analysis
and evaluation. The course comprises six modules, covering
topics such as cell biology, biological molecules, exchange,
transport, biodiversity, disease, genetics, ecosystems, evolution,
communications, homeostasis and energy.
Biology is regarded as a facilitating subject by the UK’s top
universities, and combines well with Chemistry, Psychology,
Geography, Mathematics, and Further Mathematics.
Higher education and careers for which Biology is needed
or recommended include conservation science, ecology,
environmental management, plant science, medicine, veterinary,
genetics, biotechnology, biochemistry, molecular biology,
pharmacology, clinical biology, physiology, sports science and
anatomy.
Entry Requirements:
Grade 6 in Biology and at lease a Grade 5 in another Science. For
students who have studied Additional Sciences, students must
attain at least one grade 6 and a grade 5.

A LEVEL BUSINESS
Edexcel, 9BS0/01, 9BS0/02, 9BS0/03
Business A level offers students an insight into the ‘real working
world’ and how successful firms thrive by making products
customers need at a price and quality that more than matches
rival offerings – while making a profit for risk taking owners
You are taught how to be a problem solving business consultant.
You learn about how firms use
• Human Resource theories to recruit, and motivate staff
• Best marketing practice to identify, anticipate and satisfy
customer requirements through market research and effective
promotion
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• Financial tools to raise funds, assess investment opportunities,
and to monitor profitability and cash flow
• Operation theories to maximise output from staff and
equipment while developing innovative new or improved
products
• Strategic management concepts needed to survive in a
dynamic and challenging external environment where
customer needs, the state of the economy, social trends and
rivals are constantly evolving
Business A level develops your ability to problem solve and
add value to the activities of your employer, or to run your own
enterprise. Business complements all science and humanities
courses and is an enabling subject for a career in world-of-work
occupations such as accountancy, insurance, banking and finance,
or as a manager. Business and Economics are useful specialist
combination, assessing similar content from different perspectives.

experimental results and formulating decisions.
Chemistry is regarded as a facilitating subject by the UK’s top
universities, and combines particularly well with Physics, Biology,
Mathematics and Geography.
Students interested in any higher education courses and careers
with a scientific basis, such as pure research, medicine, veterinary
science, engineering, biology, biotechnology, geology or
computing, will find A Level Chemistry useful and often essential.
Entry Requirements:
Grade 6 in Chemistry and at lease a Grade 5 in another Science.
Mathematics is used extensively at A level, so a Grade 6 in GCSE
Mathematics is also required. For students who have studied
Additional Sciences, students must attain at least one grade 6 and
a grade 5.

Entry Requirements:
Grade 4 or above in GCSE Mathematics and GCSE English, and, if
studied at GCSE, a grade C in Business. No previous knowledge
of Business is required, but an interest in how businesses operate
and willingness to follow current affairs is essential.

A LEVEL CHEMISTRY
Edexcel, 9CH0/01, 9CH0/02, 9CH0/03, 9CH0/04
The course takes recent developments in Chemistry into account
and aims to deepen students’ understanding and knowledge of
all aspects of the subject. The study of Chemistry encourages an
enquiring mind and aims to develop logical and critical thinking
abilities.
The areas studied cover Inorganic Chemistry (the study of
elements) and Organic Chemistry (the study of carbon compounds
- the molecules of living things). These are linked together
by unifying concepts such as the Periodic Table, bonding and
structure, reaction kinetics, and energy and equilibrium.
While studying A Level Chemistry, you will develop practical
skills that include making observations, collecting data, analysing
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It helps to build confidence and improve communication and
presentation skills.

A LEVEL DRAMA AND
THEATRE STUDIES

Careers can follow in the performing arts industries, but also in
many areas where communication skills are valued.

Edexcel, 9DR0/01, 9DR0/02, 9DR0/03

Entry Requirements:
Grade 5 or above in GCSE Drama. If students have not studied
GCSE Drama they must have achieved a grade 5 or above in both
English Language and English Literature, and show an interest in
both the theoretical and practical aspects of theatre.

A LEVEL ECONOMICS
Edexcel, 9EC0/01, 9EC0/02, 9EC0/03

There are 3 units in the Drama and Theatre specification.
There will be one written and exam, once examined performance
and one internally examined unit based on practical work and
coursework.
The aim of the course is to develop your interest and enjoyment
in drama and theatre, both as participants and as informed
members of an audience, fostering an enthusiasm for and critical
appreciation of the subject.
Develop an understanding and appreciation of the significance of
social, cultural and historical influences on the development of
drama and theatre.
Experience a range of opportunities in order to develop a variety
of dramatic and theatrical skills, enabling you to grow creatively
and imaginatively in both devised and script work.
Integrate theory and practice through your understanding of
critical concepts.
The course demands practical, creative and communication skills
in equal measure.
Drama is an excellent course to broaden your studies in
combination with a range of subjects.
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Economics is a social science which helps explain how society
can make best use of scarce resources, and how issues such
as unemployment, poverty and recessions can be tackled by
government.
Economics offers an analytical way of thinking which opens eyes
to the way the world works. You are taught a set of academic
theories and concept to use in order to analyse and evaluate some
of the most important issues facing our society. For instance, you
will understand arguments for and against:
• Government use of taxes and regulations to reduce market
failures, such as pollution
• allowing drug companies to make large profits from selling lifesaving drugs that some cannot afford
• the causes of and potential solutions to unemployment and
inflation
• how developing countries can reduce poverty by accepting aid
and/or multi-national investment
• the benefits and drawbacks of globalisation
You will also research issues facing countries and trading blocs
such as the EU in the world today. Economics complements
science and humanities courses. Economics and Mathematics
or Economics and Physics are popular combinations. Similarly,
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Economics and Business Studies, Geography or Politics are
useful complements, assessing similar content from different
perspectives.
Economics develops your ability to think strategically and so is
a highly-valued subject in future courses of study and future
jobs. Typical careers and courses include Banking and Finance,
Accountancy, Civil Service, Industrial Economics, Law and
International Studies. Economics graduates are much in demand
and are amongst the highest paid of occupations.
Entry Requirements:
Grade 5 or above in GCSE Mathematics. No previous knowledge
of Economics is required, but an interest and willingness to follow
current affairs and world news are essential.

A LEVEL ENGLISH
LANGUAGE & LITERATURE
AQA, 7707/1, 7707/2, 7707/C
Have you ever wondered what a writer is trying to imply in their
work, how they create a character, who seems so real? How are
you persuaded to visit Paris by just the words on a piece of paper?
This course will enable you to explore these ideas and more using
linguistic terminology and literary concepts.
The course has been designed to have a focus on the integration of
language and literature. Students will be able to see how linguistic
and literary methods are related and will explore these links in
their work.

The variety of assessment styles used, such as re-creative writing,
commentary writing, discursive essays and research-based
investigative writing, allows students to develop a wide range of
skills. These include the ability to read critically, analyse, evaluate
and undertake independent research.
English Language and Literature combines particularly well with
History and Drama. Students interested in any Higher Education
courses and careers such as journalism, teaching, consultancy,
law, publishing, the media and communication will find A-Level
English Language and Literature useful.
Entry Requirements:
Grade 5 or above in GCSE English or English Language/English
Literature and one pass at Grade 6 or above in English Language or
English Literature.

A LEVEL ENGLISH
LITERATURE
AQA, 7717AB Paper 1A, 7717AB Paper 2B, 7717AB Unit 3
The course aims to enable students to approach the reading
and study of literature through the lens of genre and theory,
encouraging the independent study of a range of texts within a
shared context, giving logic and meaning to the way that texts are
grouped for study.
The variety of assessment styles used, such as passage-based
questions, unseen material, single text questions, multiple text
questions, open and closed-book approaches allows students to
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develop a wide range of skills, such as the ability to read critically,
analyse, evaluate and undertake independent research.
This course is also regarded as a facilitating subject by top
universities, which gives it high global academic status. English
Literature combines particularly well with History and Drama.
Students interested in any Higher Education courses and careers
such as journalism, teaching, consultancy, law, publishing, Media
Studies and Communication will find A-Level English Literature
useful. It is a useful 4th A level for students intending to study
competitive courses such as Law or Medicine.
Entry requirements:
Grade 5 or above in GCSE English or English Language/English
Literature and one pass at Grade 6 or above in English Language or
English Literature.

A LEVEL MFL FRENCH/
GERMAN

French-speaking society and aspects of political life in the French
/ German speaking world. There will also be the opportunity to
study a work of literature in French / German.
Oral participation is a vital component and students should come
prepared to contribute to lively discussions. Grammar will be
an important aspect of the course and will be supported by a
grammar workbook
Students are encouraged to further their understanding and
appreciation of French/German culture through research on the
internet. French/ German news websites can be viewed regularly
to help students keep up to date with wider social/ political
development of the country which will in turn help increase
confidence in listening skills.
Reading a parallel text and watching films in French and German
are highly recommended for helping students to immerse
themselves in the language.
Entry Requirements:
Grade 6 or above in the relevant language.

French: AQA 7652 Paper 1,2&3 German: AQA 7662 Paper 1,2&3
Are you highly motivated and open to new experiences? Do you
want to stand out from the crowd? Only 3% of students in England
can speak a modern foreign language at the level, and employers
are crying out for a confident linguist with strong communication
skills. French and German are facilitating A levels, highly regarded
by the top universities. French/German can be combined with
almost any subject and will significantly improve the range of
skills you offer to an employer. The opportunity to work abroad
becomes a real possibility.
The course aims to build upon and develop the linguistic skills
obtained at GCSE.

A LEVEL GEOGRAPHY
Edexcel, 9GE0/01, 9GE0/02, 9GE0/03, 9GE0/04
Geography is a fascinating and contemporary subject. The A
Level course allows you to make connections between different
aspects of geography. It is a course that focuses on fundamental
processes, reflects the world around us and fosters an
understanding of what could impact on its future.
• Allows a balance between students’ own physical, human and/
or environmental interests and key geographical topics.

New language will be acquired via topic-based work.

• Allows you to engage critically with real world issues and
places

In Year 12 the topics covered will be the changing state of the
family, the digital world, youth culture, festivals and traditions, art
and architecture and cultural life. In addition, students will have
the chance to study a film in depth.

• Will help to develop key skills of investigative geography
(fieldwork and research skills), powers of synopticity
discussion, evaluation and decision making

In Year 13 students will explore multiculturalism in German /

• Will develop students that are critical and reflective learners,
able to articulate opinions, suggest relevant new ideas and
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provide evidenced argument in a range of situations.
Geography is one of the facilitating subjects for entry to the
UK’s top universities. It is a subject that is suitable preparation
for a wide range of university degree courses and employment
opportunities. The analytical skills as well as the deeper
understanding of all global issues are exceptionally advantageous
for any employment opportunity. Geographers look at issues
from a wide perspective and develop a range of skills which are
attractive to a very broad range of future employers” (Prospects
Graduate Careers website, 2014) such as: management and
administration, further training, the financial sector, the retail
sector and other professions.
Geography links well with all A levels, but is a particularly good
combination with Economics, History, Chemistry, Biology, Maths
and Sociology.

This paper is worth 30% of the total qualification.
Paper 2: The German Democratic Republic, 1949–90
This is a study in depth of the creation, development, decline
and collapse of the communist East German state, 1949–90. The
examination consists of source analysis and evaluation, and essay
questions. This paper is worth 20% of the total qualification.
Paper 3: Protest, agitation and parliamentary reform in Britain,
c1780-1928
This is a study in which students explore the relationship between
authority and mass agitation in England, the struggle for greater
representation in England, and the ways in which the interests and
concerns of individuals in society could make themselves known.
This paper is worth 30% of the total qualification

Entry Requirements:

Entry Requirements:

Grade 5 or higher at GCSE Geography. We are also happy to
consider students who have not taken GCSE Geography and are
interested in the geographical topics outlined. These students must
have a Grade 5 or above in GCSE English, GCSE English Language
or GCSE English Literature.

Grade 5 or above in GCSE History, and Grade 5 or above in either
GCSE English Language or English Literature preferred. A positive
approach during the GCSE course and a genuine interest in a wide
range of historical issues are also necessary.

A LEVEL HISTORY
Edexcel, 9HI0 1E Paper 1, 9HI0 2E.2, Paper 2, 9HI0 36.1 Paper3,
9HI0 Unit 4
History gives you lots of transferrable skills such as research,
analysis of source material, communication, debate, presentation
of ideas and the ability to prove/disprove theories. This course is
also regarded as a facilitating subject by top universities, and is the
ideal subject to study if you are thinking of going into journalism,
broadcasting, law, politics, management, teaching and media. The
course is centred around three components:
Paper 1: Russia, 1917–91: from Lenin to Yeltsin
This is a study in breadth, in which students will learn about the
key political, social and economic features of Communist rule in
Russia during the twentieth century. The examination consists of
essay questions and a question evaluating different interpretations.
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intending to read Mathematics, Science or Engineering at those
universities which attract highly competitive fields of student
applications should take Further Mathematics A Level.

A LEVEL MATHEMATICS &
FURTHER MATHEMATICS
Mathematics: Edexcel

Typical careers include banking and finance, accountancy, the Civil
Service, logistics, and business.

Further Mathematics: Edxcel

This course will encourage students to develop their
understanding of Mathematics and mathematical processes. It
will enable you to reason logically and to construct mathematical
proofs. Students will recognise how situations may be represented
mathematically and how ‘real world’ problems and mathematical
models are related.
The course also promotes confidence within the subject, fostering
enthusiasm and enjoyment of mathematics. Students opting for
Mathematics will receive 4 hours of teaching a week.

Entry Requirements:
Grade 6 and above in GCSE Mathematics for A level Mathematics
Grade 7 and above in GCSE Mathematics for A level Further
Mathematics.

A LEVEL MUSIC
Edexcel, 9MU0 Component 1,2&3

There are three modules in the Mathematics A Level with the
majority of the content consisting of Pure Mathematics with some
compulsory Mechanics and Statistics content also.
• Mechanics which studies the effects that forces have on
stationary and moving objects
• Statistics which studies the collection and analysis of data and
the drawing of conclusions from it
Students who opt for Further Mathematics will receive 8 hours a
week of Mathematics teaching. Pure Mathematics is compulsory
whilst there are optional Mechanics, Statistics and Discrete
modules. Discrete Mathematics which studies the application
of Mathematics in business, commerce and industry, where it is
important to find optimum solutions.
Students studying the Further Mathematics course will firstly
follow the Mathematics A level course and then continue onto the
Further Mathematics content.
Mathematics is essential for those seeking higher education
courses in Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry, Engineering,
Computing and Electronics.

The course will allow you to develop particular strengths and
interests, encourage life-long learning and provide access to
higher education and university degree courses in music and
music-related subjects as well as other careers. Courses in Music
range from performing, teaching, music administration and music
publishing to music therapy and Music Technology as well as
performing and orchestral management.
Entry Requirements:

This course is also regarded as a facilitating subject by top
universities and it combines well with Biology, Geography,
Economics, Psychology and Physical Education and allows you
to keep more options open for future career choices. Students
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A level music aims to develop your understanding and experience
of a wide range of music. You will be expected to perform,
compose and study specific works in great detail. You will be
encouraged to engage critically and creatively with a wide range
of music and musical contexts and reflect on how music is used in
the expression of personal and collective identities.

Grade 5 or above in GCSE Music and at least Grade 5 standard
on your instrument. We expect that students continue to take
an active part in music-making; for example, Concert Band,
Orchestra, Choir, in School and/or at County level.
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A LEVEL PHYSICAL
EDUCATION

A LEVEL PHYSICS

AQA, 7582 Paper1, 2 & NEA

A level Physics moves into new areas such as quantum
phenomena, astronomy and particle physics. As always, the goal
is to describe and explain the fundamental interactions around
us in terms of energy and forces. Topics studied include electrical
circuits, applications of the waves theory, mechanics and motion,
the fundamental forces, electromagnetism, medical physics and
simple harmonic motion. All these topics are illustrated with a
range of experiments, theory and practical applications to bring
this fascinating subject to life.

The syllabus takes a multi-disciplinary approach, encouraging
different methods of enquiry drawn from a wide range of
disciplines, with the focal point being the performer and
the performance. Physical Education links well with Biology,
Psychology and Sociology. Students interested in higher education
courses and careers in teaching physical education, fitness
training, physiotherapy, physiology, medicine, sports coaching,
leisure and recreation and outdoor education will find Physical
Education very useful and interesting.
Entry Requirements:
A Grade 5 or above in GCSE Physical Education is essential, with
a minimum of a Grade 5 in the written theory paper, and a 5 or
above at GCSE Science is preferred, owing to the scientific nature
of the course.
A genuine interest in the world of sport, exercise, training and
playing a high level in at least one competitive sport is essential.

OCR, H556 Unit 01,02,03&04

There are advantages in taking A Level Physics and A Level
Mathematics to support one another, especially as there is a
substantial overlap with Mechanics. This course is also regarded
as a facilitating subject by top universities, and combines well with
Mathematics, Further Mathematics, Chemistry, Biology, Music
Technology and Product Design.
Higher education and careers for which Physics is needed or
recommended include all engineering courses, physics including
medical physics, medicine, astronomy and space science,
robotics, computer games programming, meteorology and
geophysics. Physics is also a powerful qualification for nonscientific careers such as architecture, banking, law, accountancy,
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and develop skills valued by Higher Education (HE) and employers,
including critical analysis, independent thinking and research.

economics and management consultancy.
Entry Requirements:
Grade 6 in Physics and at lease a Grade 5 in another Science.
Mathematics is used extensively at A level, so a Grade 6 in GCSE
Mathematics is also required. For students who have studied
Additional Sciences, students must attain at least one grade 6 and
a grade 5.

A LEVEL PRODUCT DESIGN
The course offers excellent progression from GCSE Design and
Technology courses, (Resistant Materials, Graphic Products
and Product Design). Advanced Level Design and Technology
aims to provide an opportunity for students to develop their
own creativity, capability and entrepreneurial skills; to apply
knowledge and understanding to a range of technological
activities and to develop critical thinking and collaborative skills.
In both years, students will continue to develop their creativity,
communication skills and making skills. The course has been
designed to encourage candidates to take a broad view of design
and technology, to develop their capacity to design and make
products and to appreciate the complex relationships between
design, materials, manufacture and marketing. Advanced Level
Design and Technology goes well with Mathematics, Physics and
Art and Design. It complements subjects such as English, History,
Geography and Modern Languages. A level Product Design can
lead to careers in Design, Engineering, Architecture, Applied
sciences and Education.

This A level qualification follows a clear, up-to-date and
stimulating course, built on successful previous specifications. The
content reflects recent advances and changes in the subject and
provides a coherent and holistic programme of study. Psychology
graduates develop the transferable skills that all employers
require, such as communication, numeracy, independent learning
and the ability to work in teams. Courses accredited by the British
Psychological Society (BPS) contain substantial teaching on
statistics and research methodology, as well as scientific methods.
Because of these, psychology students are often well suited to
understand and manipulate quantitative and qualitative data.
Psychology students also acquire many of the skills of humanities
graduates, such as critical thinking and essay writing. Only a small
percentage of psychology graduates go on to become chartered
psychologists, specialising in clinical, educational, occupational,
forensic, health or sports psychology. It’s a fiercely competitive
field and, apart from securing a good degree, the main challenge
for graduates is acquiring relevant work experience.
However, psychology graduates are well-equipped for numerous
roles. The scientific and research elements of their courses
make market research, academia and numerate careers such
as accountancy, ideal choices. Psychology graduates, with
their understanding of people and how they behave in different
situations, could viably pursue careers in human resources,
careers advice, psychotherapy, counselling, advertising, marketing
and retail management.

Entry Requirements:

Entry Requirements:

Grade B or above in GCSE Design and Technology (Resistant
Materials, Graphic Products or Product Design). The ability to
communicate to a high standard in both graphical terms and the
written word is a requirement.

GCSE Grade 4 in 2 Sciences or Additional and Core Science, and at
least Grade 4 in Mathematics and 5 in either English Language or
Literature .

A LEVEL RELIGIOUS STUDIES

A LEVEL PSYCHOLOGY

OCR, H573 Unit 01,02&03

AQA, 7182/1,7182/2,7182/3
This qualification offers an engaging and effective introduction to
Psychology. Students will learn the fundamentals of the subject
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This course aims to encourage students to explore basic questions
of human existence within the setting of both a religious tradition,
epistemology and moral philosophy. Students will gain a thorough
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understanding of philosophical and ethical concepts as well
as religious writings, practices and beliefs within Buddhism
and be able to think and argue intelligently about the subjects
being studied. The examination is not concerned with judging a
candidate’s personal belief or religious point of view. This course
does not assume or require any previous study of the subject.
It is designed to be suitable for candidates from any religious
background (or none).
Lessons involve discussion, note-taking, video note-taking,
seminar work, presentations and research. This is an excellent
subject for those also studying Mathematics, Science, History,
English, Psychology, Politics or Sociology. It is also considered
to provide suitable preparation for entry to the Russell Group
of leading UK universities. In career terms, it would contribute
towards professions such as; journalism, media, teaching, human
resource management, archaeology, law, broadcasting, industry
and commerce, the Civil Service and many more.
Entry Requirements:
Grade 5 or above in GCSE Religious Education (Full Course) and
Grade 5 or above in either GCSE English Language or English
Literature preferred. An enquiring mind and a genuine interest in a
wide range of philosophical and ethical issues are also necessary.

A LEVEL SOCIOLOGY
OCR, H580 Unit 01,02&03

than boys in education? Why are some people racist, sexist or
homophobic?’ It attempts to answer these by considering various
sociological perspectives (Marxism, functionalism, feminism) and
a wide range of current research and evidence. Sociology gives
a better understanding of society and new insight into the way
human life is organised, enabling enables people to make sense of
their own experiences.
Studying sociology will definitely help develop your essay skills,
allowing you to discuss different views on social issues in a critical
and evaluative way. Being able to draw on a range of perspectives,
evidence and contemporary issues is excellent preparation for
university and employment.
Universities recognise that sociology A Level provides students
with a very good foundation in social, political and policy
knowledge. Sociology is regarded as a demanding and rigorous
A Level which combines well with any other combination of
subjects. Sociology students go on to a wide range of jobs in
policing, research, teaching, medicine, politics and civil service as
well as taking jobs in the service sector. Graduates of sociology
have higher Levels of employment than many other subjects.
Entry Requirements:
Grade 5 or above in either GCSE English Language or English
Literature. No previous knowledge of Sociology is required,
although it is very important to be interested in current affairs and
the world around you.

Sociology is the study of society on a number of different levels:
• A subject which helps explain social change, past, present and
future
• A subject which encourages political and social engagement
with contemporary social issues
• A subject which involves being actively involved with social
research and policy
The main concern is to explain our social behaviour by examining
individuals, small groups and institutions, such as the media, the
education system and the family. Sociology addresses ‘important’
questions such as: ‘Why do girls generally perform better
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