WOOD GREEN SCHOOL

Excellence for All

SIXTH FORM PROSPECTUS

INTRODUCTION FROM HEAD OF SIXTH FORM
Continuing your education at Wood Green Sixth Form is a real
experience. It’s a place to grow, develop and flourish, and the
gateway to your future career.
This prospectus will guide you through what we
have to offer, and hopefully, convey the special
atmosphere that makes Wood Green such a great
place to study. Our strong academic success is
combined with an atmosphere that is both friendly
and supportive. We put student welfare first, and
seek to ensure your success through our partnership
of staff, students and parents. If you choose to join
us, we ask you to commit to our high aspirations
and expectations; in return, you will become a
valued part of a thriving, vibrant student community
where we will do everything possible to help you
prosper and succeed. We understand that every
student is different, requiring a personal approach
and individual guidance, so that their personal and
academic goals can be achieved.
As a school, we are proud of being a member of the
National Baccalaureate Trust, committed to providing
you with not only a wide offer of A level and now
BTEC subjects, but also the opportunity to explore
academic research through the Extended Project
Qualification, and the chance to show potential
employers or universities the range of skills that you
have been able to develop through our Enrichment
and Personal Development Programme, helping you
stand out among your peers.
We are able to offer a diverse curriculum which
encourages all students to develop talents, acquire
a plethora of skills, and take intellectual risks. Our
students are able to thrive through ensuring that we
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have the right students on the right courses. To this
end, we are pleased to have been able to diversify
our curriculum offer further through our strong
links with The Henry Box School and Abingdon and
Witney College, in order to provide students with
a bespoke learning experience, targeted to allow
students to fulfil their aspirations to the fullest,
whether that may be through a vocational (the
Combined Pathway) or academic route (the A Level
Pathway).
At the heart of our Sixth Form lies good teaching,
delivered by a team of highly qualified teachers with
a track record of success. In the June 2015 Ofsted
inspection, all Sixth Form teaching was judged to
be either good or outstanding. Ofsted also praised
the “conduct of Sixth Form students” as “exemplary,
providing excellent role models to younger students”.
We are particularly proud to have developed the
Student Leadership team, with twelve of our Year 13
students making a significant contribution to the rest
of the school, leading on Peer Mentoring, Charities
Week and Student Voice.
Wood Green is a high-performing, happy and
popular Sixth Form community, where all students
are able to move onto the next phase of their life
with the qualifications, skills and experiences which
will ensure success. Whatever your interests, career
ambitions or subject choices, we are sure that you
will find it a challenging and enjoyable place to
complete this journey.

“ Wood
Green nurtured
my talent and helped
me thrive in the Sixth
Form”
Ryden, Year 13 2015,
Engineering at Fitzwilliam
College, University of
Cambridge

BEN LEEMING
What subjects do you take? I chose to study English Lit/
Lang, Psychology and History.
What are your future plans after Sixth Form? I hope to
begin a Creative Writing course at university and pursue
my passion for writing and Martial Arts at a higher level.
What do you like most about Sixth Form? The friendly and
diverse range of people here made the transition from The
Kings School the easiest one I’ve ever made. I feel like I’ve
been a part of this year group form the beginning. I admire
how it is a place where you are free to voice your own ideas about how to make it
a better place. It is a privilege to implement these ideas as Head Boy and have the
chance to repay those that welcomed me so warmly when I first started here. That is
what motivated me to first apply for the role as I feel so strongly about this school.

“Sixth Formers
make a positive
contribution by
acting as outstanding
role models for
younger students”
Ofsted 2015
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TIMELINE
Thursday 30h November 2017
Sixth Form Open Evening

Monday 11th December 2017
Application Opens
The online application form opens and can be found on our
website under the ‘Sixth Form’ link

Friday 9th February 2018
Application deadline for students
You should complete and submit your application forms by this date using our online form.

January to May 2018
Sixth Form Interview
‘You will be able to talk about your subject choices, your interests and aspirations, and
think about whether your skills and learning style are best suited to the A Level Pathway
or the Combined Pathway.

Wednesday 27th to Friday 29th June 2018
Sixth Form Induction
We look forward to welcoming you to three days of Induction, an opportunity to experience taster lessons in subjects
to ensure that you have made the right subjects and have the chance to meet your tutor and new people who have
come from other schools.

Thursday 23rd August 2018
GCSE Results Day

Friday 24th August 2018
Results Day Clinic
A chance to talk through your options if you need to change some of your options following your results.
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Further details about the A Level Pathway and Combined Pathway can be found on page 16, followed by a detailed look at
the courses we are able to offer you in our course guidance booklet, which can be found on our website.

WELCOME FROM THE STUDENTS
“Hello, and welcome to
Wood Green Sixth Form.
We are looking forward
to welcoming you into the
Sixth Form in September.
If you are feeling anything like we did, then we are
sure you might be experiencing some nerves about
making the leap into Sixth Form. Don’t worry!
We’re all here to help you settle in and embrace
Sixth Form life”
Being part of Wood Green has been a thoroughly enjoyable experience, and we
have formed loads of great memories which will remain with us for the rest of
our lives. The staff are amazing and the friendships we have made will continue
for years to come. Through harnessing that spark and love of the subjects that
you have chosen, you will find the two years in Sixth Form will fly by, giving you
every opportunity to learn and to lead, in order to enable you to excel in the
wider world.
We have been really privileged to experience the enthusiasm and commitment
of our teachers. Sixth Formers enjoy a much closer relationship with staff, and
every teacher will take the time to get to know our personalities, our abilities,
our learning styles. They then use this knowledge to refine our skills, improve
our weaknesses and reinforce our strengths, and ensure we get the best results
we possibly can.

DEVAN PARMAR
What subjects do you take? Maths, Chemistry and Biology.
How does the school support you with your studies? I go to the subject clinics where the teachers are always
around to help me out. We do a lot of past papers and I feel like I’ve really improved my exam technique.
What are your plans after Sixth Form? I’d like to go to university, and I’m currently torn between two courses:
Biological Sciences and Optometry. I’ve discussed my choices with my teachers and they’re helping me
construct a Personal Statement that will accommodate for both.
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ASPIRATION AND
ACHIEVEMENT
Our aim in Wood Green Sixth Form
is to help you realise your potential
and create your future, to give you
the framework to enable you to
leave Wood Green with the skills and
qualifications you need.
We have extensive links with universities, training providers
and employers. The vast majority of our students progress
to higher education with regular admissions to Oxbridge,
and over a third to Russell Group universities, in diverse
fields from Modern Foreign Languages to Medicine, Business
to Biology, Art to Architecture, English to Engineering, and
Music to Mathematics. In recent years, our students have
also gone on to study at universities in Europe and Canada.
95% of students gained a place to study at their first choice
university. Some have also taken up apprenticeships with
local pharmaceutical or accountancy companies, into the
Armed Forces, or even into commercial pilot training. Local
employers often come in to talk to our students about
opportunities available to them, either during their time
in Sixth Form or beyond. All of our students leave Wood
Green going into either further education or training, or
employment or an apprenticeship. Our extensive choice of A
level courses means we are confident that we can meet your
specific needs and interests.
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As you may be aware, all A levels have changed. The system of
modular A levels has been phased out and has been replaced
by linear A levels, in which all of the examinations will be taken
at the end of two years of study. At Wood Green, you will sit the
final A level examinations at the end of Year 13. The demands of
these new linear courses are significantly higher. For this reason,
most students will study three A levels. Universities are keen to
see students’ ability to research and develop their ideas, and the
AS Extended Project Qualification is an ideal vehicle in which to
demonstrate these higher order skills. You will complete this during
Year 12.
For students who anticipate applying to highly competitive
universities, such as Oxford or Cambridge, Exeter and Durham,
four A levels may be more appropriate. We expect these students
to have attained mainly As and A*s at GCSE level.
Subject teaching will take place over 4 hours a week for each
subject. In addition to this, you will be expected to spend at
least the same amount of your own time on independent study,
research, consolidation and homework set by your teacher,

including an hour of quiet supervised study in the Library or
Sixth Form Common Room. If your teachers are concerned
about the progress that you’re making, and feel that you need
additional support to help you reach your challenge grades, you
may be expected to attend subject clinics or complete additional
supervised study, with targeted work set by your teachers, to help
overcome any learning barriers and enhance achievement. We
also understand that your parents/carers have an important role to
play in ensuring you can achieve your best - if underperformance
is not resolved by this, then we will need to contact your parents/
carers to ensure that you are receiving an appropriate support
pathway to allow you to maximise your potential. Internal
examinations will take place in January & June of Year 12, and
January & April of Year 13, so that your teachers can monitor your
progress and give you the key building blocks to allow you to excel
in your examinations. You will also keep track of your own progress
with personal learning checklists, and discuss this regularly with
your tutors and your subject teachers. Thanks to this careful
series of monitoring processes, students feel supported and well
prepared for their final A level examinations.
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CARE, GUIDANCE AND FACILITIES

Your academic success at Wood Green will be built on an excellent care and guidance
system, with a supportive atmosphere that enables students to cope successfully
with the complexities of Sixth Form life, whilst enjoying their learning and the rich
opportunities that the school has to offer.
One of the reasons our students
maximise their potential is the high quality
personalised coaching offered to all
students. You will be assigned to a tutor
group, and each tutor gives information
and guidance concerning courses,
monitors progress, maintains contact
with your parents/carers, and is readily
available for consultation with you about
all aspects of life in the Sixth Form. Our
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academic tutoring system ensures that
new students joining the Sixth Form make
a smooth transition and quickly settle in.
In tutor time, you will be informed about
key events and opportunities that are
open to you, including key leadership
opportunities as part of the Sixth Form
Student Leadership Team. We have a
counselling service available in school,
and you can self-refer, or be referred, if

you wish to talk through any concerns you
may have with a trained professional. Our
door is always open, to talk over any issue
or concern, no matter how trivial you may
feel it is. We really want all of our students
to be happy and healthy, and get the most
out of their time in Sixth Form.
If choosing the next path beyond Wood
Green is difficult, we are fortunate to have

a member of the careers guidance service
Adviza on our team. You can make an
appointment with them to talk through
your options and plan for the future.
You will enjoy the benefits of being
part of a modern, well-equipped
facility, with a large common
room where you can study and
socialise, make use of a dedicated
ICT suite with high specification
computers and printing facilities,
and a well-resourced higher
education library for careers and
university guidance. The Sixth
Form occupies the top floor of
the building, and has panoramic
views over the school gardens
and sports fields. On the ground
floor is the Restaurant, offering a
variety of food and drink, which
are available to students throughout
the day. You will also study in the
Learning and Resource Centre, which
is well equipped with reference books,
additional computers and other resources.
The Sixth Form also has an active social
life. Parties, trips and fundraising events are
organised by the Sixth Form Committee, who
ensure that life in the Sixth Form is lively and fun. This
culminates in the Sixth Form Ball at the end of Year 13, a
chance to say goodbye to your friends and a thank you to
the staff who have nurtured you through the last two years.

“At WGS Sixth Form, I have made memories I will never forget and gained knowledge and
skills that will stand me in good stead for whatever path I choose”
Will, Year 13 2016 (Computer Science, University College London)
9

“Were it not for
Wood Green, I would
not be where I am today- the
atmosphere allowed me not only
to succeed academically, but also to
grow as an individual. I know that my
time in the School will stay with me
throughout my career as a doctor”
Nick, Year 13 2013, studying
Medicine at the University
of Cambridge
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NATIONAL BACCALAUREATE
At Wood Green School, ‘Excellence’ means achieving the best outcomes in students’
learning but also excellence in wider aspects such as extra-curricular activities and being
a caring citizen. We ensure that you receive a rounded education which develops your
personal skills and those tested in formal examinations. We wish to recognise the full
range of your achievements and learning experiences including academic qualifications
and personal development. With a growing group of like-minded schools, we are
developing a Wood Green National Baccalaureate that, if completed successfully,
demonstrates that a student has achieved their academic potential and personal
development goals. We are excited to be developing this approach at Wood Green
and to be working with schools around the country committed to valuing a truly broad
education.
Our National Baccalaureate consists of the
following components:
•

Academic Qualifications

•

Completing a significant personal
project, requiring research skills,
communication skills and the ability
to persevere to complete a longer
piece of work.

•

Completing a Personal Development
programme that consists of:
- Community service and citizenship
- Wellbeing
- Cultural awareness
- Creative development
- Leadership development

The personal project in the Sixth Form
will be the AQA EPQ Award, which
is equivalent to an AS level. This is a
coursework based Level 3 qualification,
which provides you with the opportunity
to research and develop a project in an
academic area which interests you, and
to embrace and develop research skills
to give you a strong portfolio to enter into

higher education. You can either complete
a 5000 word dissertation, or create an
artefact. Further details can be found here:
http://www.aqa.org.uk/programmes/
aqa-baccalaureate/extended-project/
the-aqa-epq
We recognise that universities and
employers increasingly place high value
on these soft skills of communication
and leadership, so as part of the National
Baccalaureate, we ask all of our students
to complete a week’s work experience
at the end of Year 12. Previous students
have benefitted enormously from work
experience in diverse fields such as film
production, bio-chemical engineering,
architecture and journalism. One student,
who is now studying International
Relations at a leading university, spent a
fascinating week in Geneva at the United
Nations. The world really is your oyster.

BILAL
DILPAZIR
Which subjects do you take? I
chose to do Business Studies,
Geography and Psychology.
What are your plans for after
Sixth Form? I am going to
university to study Business
Management as I believe it will
further enhance my interest
and passion into the world of
business, alongside gaining
deeper knowledge required for
the world of work.
What do you like most
about Sixth Form? The best
characteristic of the school I
believe is the teaching style
and the teachers themselves. In
Business Studies, being taught
by someone who has set up
and ran a successful business in
the past and has a real passion
for business truly makes the
lessons more interesting and
makes all the different concepts
and business theories more
engaging.
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BESPOKE PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT
AND ENRICHMENT PROGRAMME
The framework of the National Baccalaureate will give you an
array of opportunities to enjoy life beyond the classroom at
Wood Green. You will have the opportunity to take part in a wide
range of clubs and activities. Our musical facilities are superb;
not only do we have a state of the art recording studio, but our
two bands and four choirs meet weekly to practise and perform
regularly locally and have annual residential trips across Europe.
Our Excellent Musicians’ Programme is geared towards students
with particularly strong musical prowess, with bespoke provision
for further tuition both in and out of school. All of our students are
encouraged to keep fit and healthy, and can make use of the allweather pitch, gymnasium, fitness suite and sports fields. We have
an excellent reputation for sport; many of our students participate
in the Community Sports Leader Award (CSLA) and organise
sports events for local primaries.
As part of the core curriculum, you will attend a weekly
Enrichment session. This comprehensive programme develops
the study skills and wider perspectives needed for the world
beyond Wood Green. From political guest speakers to charity
workers, mental health awareness to faith speakers, money
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management to debating, these Enrichment sessions will enhance
your understanding of issues and your soft skills. You will also
be provided with extensive high quality training on applying to
university: impartial support with choosing university courses,
personalised university application guidance and interview skills.
We will also visit universities and UCAS conventions to give you
further insight into the courses available.
As part of developing your citizenship, and to give you practical
opportunities to develop your leadership and communication
skills, you will take part in the Community Award scheme. One of
the most popular ways is through the lesson attachment scheme,
which involves helping on a weekly basis in a lesson or subject
area of your choice. Sixth Formers also mentor Year 11s who are in
need of additional support, and welcome Year 7s into the school
as part of their induction. We have a dedicated Sixth Form team
of peer mentors who are there to act as wider support to students
in younger years. Within the wider community, you can help in a
local primary school, work with a charity, get involved in sports
coaching or volunteer at Springfield School, which is located onsite.

LUKE ASHBY
What subjects do you take? Music, Music Tech and Sociology.
How has the school encouraged you to take your skills further? I have always been asked to play in the band for concerts and open
evenings, which keeps me playing different genres of music. I feel like this ability to be flexible in what I play helped me earn the
Diploma I received earlier this year.
What are your plans after Sixth Form? Damon and I hope to have a gap year where we’ll tour and record with our band. The school
has actually been really supportive with this and our other musical endeavours in the past.

DAMON MARSHALL
What subjects do you take? English Lit/Lang, Music and Music Tech.
How have you developed your musicality at this school? Wood Green presents
a lot of different opportunities for Music, with its extra curricular activities like Big
Band and Choir, as well as having great facilities that I can use whenever I want.
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TILLY EVANS
Which subjects do you take? I currently
study Biology, Psychology, Chemistry and
Geography. I really enjoy all 4 subjects and
found open evenings and the sixth form
interview really helpful in choosing my
subjects, as I didn’t take Geography for
GCSE.

“

I have been able to go above and
beyond anything I could ever wish
for and I owe every success to my
lovely, lovely school
Heidi, Year 13 2016 (French and
German, Merton College Oxford)

14

”

Why did you choose to continue your
education at Wood Green Sixth Form? I
have been here since year 7 and felt as
though I had really settled in well and
wanted to continue the progress here that
I had been making. I also wanted to run for
Head Girl and am so grateful to have been
elected. I have found this new role exciting
and a great opportunity to develop my
leadership skills.
What do you plan to do after year 13? Next
year, my plan is to go to University to study
Zoology, hopefully at Exeter. I’m really
excited for this next step and I know the
school will help me achieve this.

THE WITNEY PARTNERSHIP

For many years, Wood Green School and the Henry Box School
have been collaborating in areas where the two schools can be
mutually supportive of each other’s curricular provision. If you
would like to study a subject at Wood Green but cannot, due to a
clash with another of your choices, chances are you will be able to
study this at Henry Box, and vice versa. Some subjects are also cotaught by teachers from both schools, giving you a really diverse
educational experience. This long standing partnership enables
both schools to provide the young people of Witney with a truly
comprehensive curriculum.

We are also extremely fortunate to be able to tap into the
resources of Abingdon and Witney College, and are now able to
offer you the opportunity to study BTEC Nationals alongside A
levels at Wood Green. If vocational and practical subjects are more
appropriate for you, and you would like to choose subjects through
Combined Pathway, then we are able to offer you a bespoke Level
3 package targeted to your needs and interests. Further details can
be found in the next section.
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SIXTH FORM PATHWAYS
We understand that you have differing career aspirations, interests and strengths, and
we aim to ensure that you have an individualised programme which allows you to
achieve your full potential.
It is important to realise that your GCSE results will indicate the
most appropriate pathway for you, and your A level or BTEC
choices need to be considered carefully. A few subjects can be
taken without previous study at GCSE, and some will be brand new
to you. You should check the specific requirements are detailed in
the booklet and on the A level and BTEC course guidance link on
our website.
Choosing courses is a really important decision, as your future
career could depend on it. You should aim to thoroughly research
your subject choices when choosing your courses. Choose subjects
that you feel enthusiastic about and inspire you. Think carefully
about the guidance from your teachers, tutors and family.
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Following their Sixth Form studies, some students embark on a
career through an apprenticeship or employment when they leave
school. Considering a vocational Level 3 BTEC extended certificate
alongside 2 A levels may be exactly the right route for you.
If you know you want to go to university, the Russell Group’s guide
is a good place to start, and can be found at www.russellgroup.
ac.uk/informed-choices .
Another great resource is the Which University guide. Here, you
can look at potential degree courses and they will show you what
A levels their students studied at school, to give you an idea of the
path you could take.

We therefore offer two entry routes into the Sixth Form: an A level
Pathway and a Combined Pathway.
A Level Pathway
This is the traditional academic route of A level subjects. Most of our
students following this route will go to university. You can choose
3 or 4 subjects from the list below, and will also study for the AQA
Extended Project Qualification. The A levels are two year courses, with
examinations that will be completed at the end of Year 13.
• A level Art and Design

• A level German

• A level Biology

• A level History

• A level Business

• A level Mathematics

• A level Chemistry

• A level Further Mathematics

• A level Drama and Theatre

• A level Music

Studies

• A level Physical Education

• A level Economics

• A level Physics

• A level English Language &

• A level Product Design

Literature

• A level Psychology

• A level English Literature

• A level Religious Studies

• A level French

• A level Sociology

• A level Geography
Entry requirements:
You will need to attain at least 5 passes at a minimum of Grade 5,
including/as well as at least Grade 4 in English and Mathematics. You will
also need to meet the specific entrance requirements for each subject.
These can be found on our website and in the Subject Profiles section.
You will also have the opportunity to resit your GCSE in English and
Maths during the course of Year 12 if you do not achieve a Grade 5.

Combined Pathway
The Combined Pathway gives you a greater diversity of choice in your
subjects if you wish to pursue more vocational subjects or are unsure
if university is the right route for you. You will be studying 2 A levels at
Wood Green School and a Level 3 BTEC National Extended Certificate at
Witney College
You can choose from any of the A level subjects, as long as you meet the
entry requirements for them.
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The Level 3 BTEC National Extended Certificate at
Witney College are:
• Applied Science

• Health and Social Care

• Business

• Media Studies

• Computer Science / ICT

• Photography

For full details of these courses at Witney College, please go to
http://www.abingdon-witney.ac.uk/
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Entry requirements:
You will need to attain at least 5 passes at a minimum of Grade 4,
including/as well as at least Grade 4 in English and Mathematics.
You will also need to meet the specific entrance requirements for
each subject. These can be found on our website and in the Subject
Profiles section. You will also have the opportunity to resit your
GCSE in English and Maths during the course of Year 12 if you do
not achieve a Grade 5.

SAMARA CLARK
What subjects do you take? I’m currently studying History, Geography and Economics.
What are your thoughts on taking an apprenticeship after Sixth Form? The prospect of an apprenticeship
where I could study - as well as earn at the same time - really appeals to me. Despite University
previously being my aspiration, I have recently decided that it would be the best option for me. The
school have helped greatly in giving me guidance on looking at apprenticeships, as well as applying to
university as a second option.
How has the transition into Sixth Form been? At the start of the year, despite coming to Wood Green
from Cokethorpe, I was made to feel incredibly welcome and settled in straight away. I expected the
work to be a big step up from GCSE and had been daunted by the idea of dealing with as well as a new school, teachers and
friends. However, Wood Green could not have made the transition any easier than they did; I feel truly comfortable at the school
and capable of reaching my full potential.
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The Sixth Form
Wood Green School
Woodstock Road
Witney
OX28 1DX
Tel: 01993 702355
Sixth Form: 01993 899524
sixthform@wgswitney.org.uk
www.wgswitney.org.uk

