WOOD GREEN SCHOOL

Excellence for All

SIXTH FORM PROSPECTUS

INTRODUCTION FROM HEAD OF SIXTH FORM
Continuing your education at Wood Green Sixth Form is a real
experience. It’s a place to grow, develop and flourish, and the
gateway to your future career.
This prospectus will guide you through what we
have to offer, and hopefully, convey the special
atmosphere that makes Wood Green such a great
place to study. Our strong academic success is
combined with an atmosphere that is both friendly
and supportive. We put student welfare first, and
seek to ensure your success through our partnership
of staff, students and parents. If you choose to join
us, we ask you to commit to our high aspirations
and expectations; in return, you will become a
valued part of a thriving, vibrant student community
where we will do everything possible to help you
prosper and succeed. We understand that every
student is different, requiring a personal approach
and individual guidance, so that their personal and
academic goals can be achieved.
As a school, we are proud of being a member of the
National Baccalaureate Trust, committed to providing
you with not only a wide offer of A level and now
BTEC subjects, but also the opportunity to explore
academic research through the Extended Project
Qualification, and the chance to show potential
employers or universities the range of skills that you
have been able to develop through our Enrichment
and Personal Development Programme, helping you
stand out among your peers.
We are able to offer a diverse curriculum which
encourages all students to develop talents, acquire
a plethora of skills, and take intellectual risks. Our
students are able to thrive through ensuring that we
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have the right students on the right courses. To this
end, we are pleased to have been able to diversify
our curriculum offer further through our strong
links with The Henry Box School and Abingdon and
Witney College, in order to provide students with
a bespoke learning experience, targeted to allow
students to fulfil their aspirations to the fullest,
whether that may be through a vocational (the
Combined Pathway) or academic route (the A Level
Pathway).
At the heart of our Sixth Form lies good teaching,
delivered by a team of highly qualified teachers with
a track record of success. In the June 2015 Ofsted
inspection, all Sixth Form teaching was judged to
be either good or outstanding. Ofsted also praised
the “conduct of Sixth Form students” as “exemplary,
providing excellent role models to younger students”.
We are particularly proud to have developed the
Student Leadership team, with twelve of our Year 13
students making a significant contribution to the rest
of the school, leading on Peer Mentoring, Charities
Week and Student Voice.
Wood Green is a high-performing, happy and
popular Sixth Form community, where all students
are able to move onto the next phase of their life
with the qualifications, skills and experiences which
will ensure success. Whatever your interests, career
ambitions or subject choices, we are sure that you
will find it a challenging and enjoyable place to
complete this journey.

“ Wood
Green nurtured
my talent and helped
me thrive in the Sixth
Form”
Ryden, Year 13 2015,
Engineering at Fitzwilliam
College, University of
Cambridge

EDRIAN LUBRICA
What subjects do you take? I study Art, Sociology and
Religious Studies.
How has the transition to Sixth Form been? At the start
of the year, despite not having been here since Year 7, I
managed to make friends quickly and was made to feel
really welcome to the school. The friendly environment was
a great help when settling into the Sixth Form and the staff
were also very lovely and supportive towards my transition.
How does the school support you with your studies? Teachers were particularly
helpful when giving feedback and constructive criticism to improve my work. They
encouraged me to develop my skills, within Art in particular, by constantly helping me
achieve my target grades. The school overall has been a great support as I have found
that all Sixth Form staff are there to help and guide me when need be.

“Sixth Formers
make a positive
contribution by
acting as outstanding
role models for
younger students”
Ofsted 2015
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TIMELINE
Thursday 29th November 2018
Sixth Form Open Evening

Monday 3rd December 2018
Application Opens
The online application form opens and can be found on our
website under the ‘Sixth Form’ link

Friday 8th February 2019
Application deadline for students
You should complete and submit your application forms by this date using our online form.

January to May 2019
Sixth Form Interview
‘You will be able to talk about your subject choices, your interests and aspirations, and
think about whether your skills and learning style are best suited to the A Level Pathway
or the Combined Pathway.

Wednesday 26th to Friday 28th June 2019
Sixth Form Induction
We look forward to welcoming you to three days of Induction, an opportunity to experience taster lessons in subjects
to ensure that you have made the right subjects and have the chance to meet your tutor and new people who have
come from other schools.

Thursday 22nd August 2019
GCSE Results Day

Friday 23rd August 2019
Results Day Clinic
A chance to talk through your options if you need to change some of your options following your results.

4

Further details about the A Level Pathway and Combined Pathway can be found on page 16, followed by a detailed look at
the courses we are able to offer you in our course guidance booklet, which can be found on our website.

WELCOME FROM THE STUDENT LEADERSHIP TEAM
“Hello, and welcome to
Wood Green Sixth Form.
We are looking forward
to welcoming you into the
Sixth Form in September.
If you are feeling anything like we did, then we are
sure you might be experiencing some nerves about
making the leap into Sixth Form. Don’t worry!
We’re all here to help you settle in and embrace
Sixth Form life”
Being part of Wood Green has been a thoroughly enjoyable experience, and we
have formed loads of great memories which will remain with us for the rest of
our lives. The staff are amazing and the friendships we have made will continue
for years to come. Through harnessing that spark and love of the subjects that
you have chosen, you will find the two years in Sixth Form will fly by, giving you
every opportunity to learn and to lead, in order to enable you to excel in the
wider world.
We have been really privileged to experience the enthusiasm and commitment
of our teachers. Sixth Formers enjoy a much closer relationship with staff, and
every teacher will take the time to get to know our personalities, our abilities,
our learning styles. They then use this knowledge to refine our skills, improve
our weaknesses and reinforce our strengths, and ensure we get the best results
we possibly can.

HARVEY EATON
What subjects do you take? I have taken English Literature, Biology and Psychology
What are your future plans after Sixth Form? After Sixth Form I would like to study English at degree level. I
am looking at applying to Cambridge, Durham and Nottingham as these Universities offer my three favourite
courses out of all the ones I’ve looked at.
What do you like most about the Sixth Form? Personally I like the freedom that the Sixth Form environment
brings. Being able to manage my own time and work is something that I have found to be extremely rewarding.
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ASPIRATION AND
ACHIEVEMENT
Our aim in Wood Green Sixth Form
is to help you realise your potential
and create your future, to give you
the framework to enable you to
leave Wood Green with the skills and
qualifications you need.
We have extensive links with universities, training providers
and employers. The vast majority of our students progress
to higher education with regular admissions to Oxbridge,
and over a third to Russell Group universities, in diverse
fields from Modern Foreign Languages to Medicine, Business
to Biology, Art to Architecture, English to Engineering, and
Music to Mathematics. In recent years, our students have
also gone on to study at universities in Europe and Canada.
95% of students gained a place to study at their first choice
university. Some have also taken up apprenticeships with
local pharmaceutical or accountancy companies, into the
Armed Forces, or even into commercial pilot training. Local
employers often come in to talk to our students about
opportunities available to them, either during their time
in Sixth Form or beyond. All of our students leave Wood
Green going into either further education or training, or
employment or an apprenticeship. Our extensive choice of A
level courses means we are confident that we can meet your
specific needs and interests.
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As you may be aware, all A levels have changed. The system of
modular A levels has been phased out and has been replaced
by linear A levels, in which all of the examinations will be taken
at the end of two years of study. At Wood Green, you will sit the
final A level examinations at the end of Year 13. The demands of
these new linear courses are significantly higher. For this reason,
most students will study three A levels. Universities are keen to
see students’ ability to research and develop their ideas, and the
AS Extended Project Qualification is an ideal vehicle in which to
demonstrate these higher order skills. You will complete this during
Year 12.
For students who anticipate applying to highly competitive
universities, such as Oxford or Cambridge, Exeter and Durham,
four A levels may be more appropriate. We expect these students
to have attained mainly Grade 8 and 9s at GCSE level.
Subject teaching will take place over 4 hours a week for each
subject. In addition to this, you will be expected to spend at
least the same amount of your own time on independent study,
research, consolidation and homework set by your teacher,

including an hour of quiet supervised study in the Library or
Sixth Form Common Room. If your teachers are concerned
about the progress that you’re making, and feel that you need
additional support to help you reach your challenge grades, you
may be expected to attend subject clinics or complete additional
supervised study, with targeted work set by your teachers, to help
overcome any learning barriers and enhance achievement. We
also understand that your parents/carers have an important role to
play in ensuring you can achieve your best - if underperformance
is not resolved by this, then we will need to contact your parents/
carers to ensure that you are receiving an appropriate support
pathway to allow you to maximise your potential. Internal
examinations will take place in January & June of Year 12, and
January & April of Year 13, so that your teachers can monitor your
progress and give you the key building blocks to allow you to excel
in your examinations. You will also keep track of your own progress
with personal learning checklists, and discuss this regularly with
your tutors and your subject teachers. Thanks to this careful
series of monitoring processes, students feel supported and well
prepared for their final A level examinations.
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CARE, GUIDANCE AND FACILITIES

Your academic success at Wood Green will be built on an excellent care and guidance
system, with a supportive atmosphere that enables students to cope successfully
with the complexities of Sixth Form life, whilst enjoying their learning and the rich
opportunities that the school has to offer.
One of the reasons our students
maximise their potential is the high quality
personalised coaching offered to all
students. You will be assigned to a tutor
group, and each tutor gives information
and guidance concerning courses,
monitors progress, maintains contact
with your parents/carers, and is readily
available for consultation with you about
all aspects of life in the Sixth Form. Our
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academic tutoring system ensures that
new students joining the Sixth Form make
a smooth transition and quickly settle in.
In tutor time, you will be informed about
key events and opportunities that are
open to you, including key leadership
opportunities as part of the Sixth Form
Student Leadership Team. We have a
counselling service available in school,
and you can self-refer, or be referred, if

you wish to talk through any concerns you
may have with a trained professional. Our
door is always open, to talk over any issue
or concern, no matter how trivial you may
feel it is. We really want all of our students
to be happy and healthy, and get the most
out of their time in Sixth Form.
If choosing the next path beyond Wood
Green is difficult, we are fortunate to have

a member of the careers guidance service
Adviza on our team. You can make an
appointment with them to talk through
your options and plan for the future.
You will enjoy the benefits of being
part of a modern, well-equipped
facility, with a large common
room where you can study and
socialise, make use of a dedicated
ICT suite with high specification
computers and printing facilities,
and a well-resourced higher
education library for careers and
university guidance. The Sixth
Form occupies the top floor of
the building, and has panoramic
views over the school gardens
and sports fields. On the ground
floor is the Restaurant, offering a
variety of food and drink, which
are available to students throughout
the day. You will also study in the
Learning and Resource Centre, which
is well equipped with reference books,
additional computers and other resources.
The Sixth Form also has an active social
life. Parties, trips and fundraising events are
organised by the Sixth Form Committee, who
ensure that life in the Sixth Form is lively and fun. This
culminates in the Sixth Form Ball at the end of Year 13, a
chance to say goodbye to your friends and a thank you to
the staff who have nurtured you through the last two years.

“At WGS Sixth Form, I have made memories I will never forget and gained knowledge and
skills that will stand me in good stead for whatever path I choose”
Will, Year 13 2016 (Computer Science, University College London)
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“Were it not for Wood
Green, I would not be where
I am today- the atmosphere
allowed me not only to succeed
academically, but also to grow as an
individual. I know that my time in the
School will stay with me throughout
my career as a doctor”
Nick, alumnus, Medicine at the
University of Cambridge
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NATIONAL BACCALAUREATE
At Wood Green School, ‘Excellence’ means achieving the best outcomes in students’
learning but also excellence in wider aspects such as extra-curricular activities and being
a caring citizen. We ensure that you receive a rounded education which develops your
personal skills and those tested in formal examinations. We wish to recognise the full
range of your achievements and learning experiences including academic qualifications
and personal development. With a growing group of like-minded schools, we are
developing a Wood Green National Baccalaureate that, if completed successfully,
demonstrates that a student has achieved their academic potential and personal
development goals. We are excited to be developing this approach at Wood Green
and to be working with schools around the country committed to valuing a truly broad
education.
Our National Baccalaureate consists of the
following components:
•

Academic Qualifications

•

Completing a significant personal
project, requiring research skills,
communication skills and the ability
to persevere to complete a longer
piece of work.

•

Completing a Personal Development
programme that consists of:
- Community service and citizenship
- Wellbeing
- Cultural awareness
- Creative development
- Leadership development

The personal project in the Sixth Form
will be the AQA EPQ Award, which
is equivalent to an AS level. This is a
coursework based Level 3 qualification,
which provides you with the opportunity
to research and develop a project in an
academic area which interests you, and
to embrace and develop research skills
to give you a strong portfolio to enter into

higher education. You can either complete
a 5000 word dissertation, or create an
artefact. Further details can be found here:
http://www.aqa.org.uk/programmes/
aqa-baccalaureate/extended-project/
the-aqa-epq
We recognise that universities and
employers increasingly place high value
on these soft skills of communication
and leadership, so as part of the National
Baccalaureate, we ask all of our students
to complete a week’s work experience
at the end of Year 12. Previous students
have benefitted enormously from work
experience in diverse fields such as film
production, bio-chemical engineering,
architecture and journalism. One student,
who is now studying International
Relations at a leading university, spent a
fascinating week in Geneva at the United
Nations. The world really is your oyster.

LIV FULLER
What subjects do you take? I
chose Drama, Religious Studies
and Photography.
How has the transition to Sixth
Form been? The jump from GCSE
to A Level has been quite big;
I have noticed a fair change in
workload as, now that I am doing
fewer subjects, I actually have
a lot less time on my hands due
to all the work I’m being given.
Independence has been another
drastic change as my timetable is
a lot less full therefore I am able
to use the time I have wisely for
each subject. Additionally, I have
found that for RE in particular we
study more areas of the subject as
well as in a lot more depth, which
we did not do at GCSE.
Why did you choose to continue
your education at Wood Green
School? I have been here
since Year 7 therefore I’m very
familiar with the working style
as well as most, if not all, the
teachers. I therefore knew what
to expect. The adjustment was
still a big part of my start to A
Levels however, the friendly
environment of all the staff and
school in general really helped
me settle.
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BESPOKE PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT
AND ENRICHMENT PROGRAMME
The framework of the National Baccalaureate will give you an
array of opportunities to enjoy life beyond the classroom at
Wood Green. You will have the opportunity to take part in a wide
range of clubs and activities. Our musical facilities are superb;
not only do we have a state of the art recording studio, but our
two bands and four choirs meet weekly to practise and perform
regularly locally and have annual residential trips across Europe.
Our Excellent Musicians’ Programme is geared towards students
with particularly strong musical prowess, with bespoke provision
for further tuition both in and out of school. All of our students are
encouraged to keep fit and healthy, and can make use of the allweather pitch, gymnasium, fitness suite and sports fields. We have
an excellent reputation for sport; many of our students participate
in the Community Sports Leader Award (CSLA) and organise
sports events for local primaries.
As part of the core curriculum, you will attend a weekly
Enrichment session. This comprehensive programme develops
the study skills and wider perspectives needed for the world
beyond Wood Green. From political guest speakers to charity
workers, mental health awareness to faith speakers, money
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management to debating, these Enrichment sessions will enhance
your understanding of issues and your soft skills. You will also
be provided with extensive high quality training on applying to
university: impartial support with choosing university courses,
personalised university application guidance and interview skills.
We will also visit universities and UCAS conventions to give you
further insight into the courses available.
As part of developing your citizenship, and to give you practical
opportunities to develop your leadership and communication
skills, you will take part in the Community Award scheme. One of
the most popular ways is through the lesson attachment scheme,
which involves helping on a weekly basis in a lesson or subject
area of your choice. Sixth Formers also mentor Year 11s who are in
need of additional support, and welcome Year 7s into the school
as part of their induction. We have a dedicated Sixth Form team
of peer mentors who are there to act as wider support to students
in younger years. Within the wider community, you can help in a
local primary school, work with a charity, get involved in sports
coaching or volunteer at Springfield School, which is located onsite.

OLIVIA THOMAS
What subjects do you take? I chose Drama, Sociology and English Language &
Literature.
How has the school encouraged you to take your skills further? The drama
department, in particular, guided me towards doing extracurricular activities to
aid my passion for the subject; for instance LAMDA. They also encouraged me
to pursue drama school as when I first began thinking about Universities, I felt
quite insecure about taking the dramatic route. Additionally, over the 3 years I
have been here they have offered great productions which I’ve had the chance
to partake in. I was also able to take on the role of Head Girl and be a part of the
Leadership Team.
Why did you choose Wood Green Sixth Form? After looking at other Sixth Forms
I came to find that the Drama department here was actually the best out of
the schools in the area. In addition, having already experienced the friendly
environment and supportive staff over the years I decided Wood Green was the
best option.
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TASH FIRMIN
What subjects do you take? I take Product
Design, Sociology and Photography

“

What are your thoughts and opinions on
taking the combined pathway? I think it’s
a great idea however I found that being
the first year through it needed a little
polishing. The courses however, were
thought out well and the tutors have been
great to work with. Without this option I
don’t believe I would have done Sixth Form
as I believed that personally I needed the
chance to experience both learning styles.

I have been able to go above and
beyond anything I could ever wish
for and I owe every success to my
lovely, lovely school
Heidi, Year 13 2016 (French and
German, Merton College Oxford)
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”

How has the school supported you with
your College studies? At first the change of
learning at college was tricky, for myself
and the school too. Being the first year
going through the scheme there was a
lot of adjustments we all had to make
and consider, for instance starting late on
one day to make up for hours lost at the
college after school. This helped especially
during projects as I was able to use those
hours and spend them at college to use
their editing software. Overall, things have
massively improved to aid our progress at
college which has been great to see.

THE WITNEY PARTNERSHIP

For many years, Wood Green School and the Henry Box School
have been collaborating in areas where the two schools can be
mutually supportive of each other’s curricular provision. If you
would like to study a subject at Wood Green but cannot, due to a
clash with another of your choices, chances are you will be able to
study this at Henry Box, and vice versa. Some subjects are also cotaught by teachers from both schools, giving you a really diverse
educational experience. This long standing partnership enables
both schools to provide the young people of Witney with a truly
comprehensive curriculum.

We are also extremely fortunate to be able to tap into the
resources of Abingdon and Witney College, and are now able to
offer you the opportunity to study BTEC Nationals alongside A
levels at Wood Green. If vocational and practical subjects are more
appropriate for you, and you would like to choose subjects through
Combined Pathway, then we are able to offer you a bespoke Level
3 package targeted to your needs and interests. Further details can
be found in the next section.
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SIXTH FORM PATHWAYS
We understand that you have differing career aspirations, interests and strengths, and
we aim to ensure that you have an individualised programme which allows you to
achieve your full potential.
It is important to realise that your GCSE results will indicate the
most appropriate pathway for you, and your A level or BTEC
choices need to be considered carefully. A few subjects can be
taken without previous study at GCSE, and some will be brand new
to you. You should check the specific requirements are detailed in
the booklet and on the A level and BTEC course guidance link on
our website.
Choosing courses is a really important decision, as your future
career could depend on it. You should aim to thoroughly research
your subject choices when choosing your courses. Choose subjects
that you feel enthusiastic about and inspire you. Think carefully
about the guidance from your teachers, tutors and family.
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Following their Sixth Form studies, some students embark on a
career through an apprenticeship or employment when they leave
school. Considering a vocational Level 3 BTEC extended certificate
alongside 2 A levels may be exactly the right route for you.
If you know you want to go to university, the Russell Group’s guide
is a good place to start, and can be found at www.russellgroup.
ac.uk/informed-choices .
Another great resource is the Which University guide. Here, you
can look at potential degree courses and they will show you what
A levels their students studied at school, to give you an idea of the
path you could take.

We therefore offer two entry routes into the Sixth Form: an A level
Pathway and a Combined Pathway.
A Level Pathway
This is the traditional academic route of A level subjects. Most of our
students following this route will go to university. You can choose
3 or 4 subjects from the list below, and will also study for the AQA
Extended Project Qualification. The A levels are two year courses, with
examinations that will be completed at the end of Year 13.
• A level Art and Design

• A level German

• A level Biology

• A level History

• A level Business

• A level Mathematics

• A level Chemistry

• A level Further Mathematics

• A level Drama and Theatre

• A level Music

Studies

• A level Physical Education

• A level Economics

• A level Physics

• A level English Language &

• A level Product Design

Literature

• A level Psychology

• A level English Literature

• A level Religious Studies

• A level French

• A level Sociology

• A level Geography
Entry requirements:
You will need to attain at least 5 passes at a minimum of Grade 5,
including/as well as at least Grade 4 in English and Mathematics. You will
also need to meet the specific entrance requirements for each subject.
These can be found on our website and in the Subject Profiles section.
You will also have the opportunity to resit your GCSE in English and
Maths during the course of Year 12 if you do not achieve a Grade 5.

Combined Pathway
The Combined Pathway gives you a greater diversity of choice in your
subjects if you wish to pursue more vocational subjects or are unsure
if university is the right route for you. You will be studying 2 A levels at
Wood Green School and a Level 3 BTEC National Extended Certificate at
Witney College
You can choose from any of the A level subjects, as long as you meet the
entry requirements for them.
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The Level 3 BTEC National Extended Certificate at
Witney College are:
• Applied Science

• Health and Social Care

• Business

• Media Studies

• Computer Science / ICT

• Photography

For full details of these courses at Witney College, please go to
http://www.abingdon-witney.ac.uk/
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Entry requirements:
You will need to attain at least 5 passes at a minimum of Grade 4,
including/as well as at least Grade 4 in English and Mathematics.
You will also need to meet the specific entrance requirements for
each subject. These can be found on our website and in the Subject
Profiles section. You will also have the opportunity to resit your
GCSE in English and Maths during the course of Year 12 if you do
not achieve a Grade 5.

A LEVEL ART AND DESIGN

A LEVEL BIOLOGY

Edexcel, 9FA0/01, 9FA0/02

OCR, H420, UNITS 01,02,03,04

The course enables students to work in a range of materials and
techniques including print making, photography, painting and
drawing and three dimensional work. Y12 runs as a foundation
year where students will begin Personal Investigations into a
series of themes, researching relevant artists, sites of interest,
developing ideas and producing finished pieces of work in
preparation for Y13. In Year 13, you will further develop skills,
techniques and Personal Investigations explored in Year 12. In
addition, students submit a 1000-word essay, relevant to their
Personal Investigations. Students will also be expected to make
independent visits to galleries and attend workshops relevant to
the course. Encouragement is given to students to find relevant
sites, objects and landscapes in the local area. Evidence of these
visits in photographs, drawing and written material is a prerequisite for those wishing to attain higher grades. Students go on
to Foundation courses and degrees in Art and Design. All students
will have a portfolio of work to show to potential employers or
Higher education establishments. The range of opportunities is
vast, covering areas such as textile design, fashion, graphics,
interior design, architecture, sculpture and fine art.

This course aims to help students develop theoretical and practical
skills in biology, including planning, implementing, analysis
and evaluation. The course comprises six modules, covering
topics such as cell biology, biological molecules, exchange,
transport, biodiversity, disease, genetics, ecosystems, evolution,
communications, homeostasis and energy.

Entry Requirements:

A LEVEL BUSINESS

Grade 6 or above in GCSE Art. Good writing skills are essential as
A Level involves a minimum 1,000-word critical study of artists
related to practical work. It is expected that candidates find the
work enjoyable, have a passion for the subject and are prepared to
put in 4 hours of independent study per week to complete pieces
of work, using, where appropriate, the specialist facilities available.

Biology is regarded as a facilitating subject by the UK’s top
universities, and combines well with Chemistry, Psychology,
Geography, Mathematics, and Further Mathematics.
Higher education and careers for which Biology is needed
or recommended include conservation science, ecology,
environmental management, plant science, medicine, veterinary,
genetics, biotechnology, biochemistry, molecular biology,
pharmacology, clinical biology, physiology, sports science and
anatomy.
Entry Requirements:
Grade 6 in Biology and at least a Grade 5 in another Science.

Edexcel, 9BS0/01, 9BS0/02, 9BS0/03
Business A level offers students an insight into the ‘real working
world’ and how successful firms thrive by making products
customers need at a price and quality that more than matches
rival offerings – while making a profit for risk taking owners
You are taught how to be a problem solving business consultant.
You learn about how firms use
•

Human Resource theories to recruit, and motivate staff

•

Best marketing practice to identify, anticipate and satisfy
customer requirements through market research and effective
promotion

•

Financial tools to raise funds, assess investment opportunities,
and to monitor profitability and cash flow
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•

•

Operation theories to maximise output from staff and
equipment while developing innovative new or improved
products
Strategic management concepts needed to survive in a
dynamic and challenging external environment where
customer needs, the state of the economy, social trends and
rivals are constantly evolving

Business A level develops your ability to problem solve and
add value to the activities of your employer, or to run your own
enterprise. Business complements all science and humanities
courses and is an enabling subject for a career in world-of-work
occupations such as accountancy, insurance, banking and finance,
or as a manager. Business and Economics are a useful specialist
combination, assessing similar content from different perspectives.
Entry Requirements:
Grade 4 or above in GCSE Mathematics and GCSE English, and, if
studied at GCSE, a grade 4 in Business. No previous knowledge of
Business is required, but an interest in how businesses operate and
willingness to follow current affairs is essential.

A LEVEL CHEMISTRY

Mathematics and Geography.
Students interested in any higher education courses and
careers with a scientific basis, such as pure research, medicine,
veterinary science, engineering, biology, biotechnology, geology or
computing, will find A Level Chemistry useful and often essential.
Entry Requirements:
Grade 6 in Chemistry and at least a Grade 5 in another Science.
Mathematics is used extensively at A level, so a Grade 6 in GCSE
Mathematics is also required.

A LEVEL DRAMA AND
THEATRE STUDIES
Edexcel, 9DR0/01, 9DR0/02, 9DR0/03
The A Level Drama and Theatre Studies course is split into three
components:
Component 1: Devising Internal Assessment 40%
Component 2: Text in Performance External Assessment 20%
Component 3: Theatre Makers in Practice Written Exam 40%

Edexcel, 9CH0/01, 9CH0/02, 9CH0/03, 9CH0/04
The course takes recent developments in Chemistry into account
and aims to deepen students’ understanding and knowledge of
all aspects of the subject. The study of Chemistry encourages an
enquiring mind and aims to develop logical and critical thinking
abilities.
The areas studied cover Inorganic Chemistry (the study of
elements) and Organic Chemistry (the study of carbon compounds
- the molecules of living things). These are linked together
by unifying concepts such as the Periodic Table, bonding and
structure, reaction kinetics, and energy and equilibrium.
While studying A Level Chemistry, you will develop practical
skills that include making observations, collecting data, analysing
experimental results and formulating decisions.
Chemistry is regarded as a facilitating subject by the UK’s top
universities, and combines particularly well with Physics, Biology,
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The course examines many forms of theatre from different
periods. There is a strong emphasis on performance and on an
understanding of the context of theatre. Students will also be
provided with a wide range of opportunities to develop their
understanding and enjoyment of drama and theatre as audience
members and performers. All students are encouraged to develop
their level of general understanding, focusing on specific areas of
interest. Other aspects which will be addressed:
•

Develop an understanding and appreciation of how social,
cultural and historical contexts of performance texts have
influenced the development of drama and theatre

•

Understand the practices used in 21st century theatre making

•

Develop the creativity and independence to become effective
theatre makers

•

Explore texts practically and through written work.

•

•

Devise and perform an original drama as well as studying a
range of texts from different historical periods, comparing
styles and performance conditions.
Throughout the course students will be required to attend
regular theatre visits. A charge will be made for each of these
trips.

Entry Requirements:

•

the benefits and drawbacks of globalisation

You will also research issues facing countries and trading blocs
such as the EU in the world today. Economics complements
science and humanities courses. Economics and Mathematics
or Economics and Physics are popular combinations. Similarly,
Economics and Business Studies, Geography or Politics are
useful complements, assessing similar content from different
perspectives.

Grade 5 or above in GCSE Drama and GCSE English Language and
Literature. If students have not studied GCSE Drama they must
have achieved a grade 5 or above in both English Language and
English Literature, and show an interest in both the theoretical
and practical aspects of theatre. We advise students to take the
course if they are currently succeeding and enjoying GCSE Drama,
or participating in the school production or other theatre groups
outside of school.

Economics develops your ability to think strategically and so is
a highly-valued subject in future courses of study and future
jobs. Typical careers and courses include Banking and Finance,
Accountancy, Civil Service, Industrial Economics, Law and
International Studies. Economics graduates are much in demand
and are amongst the highest paid of occupations.

A LEVEL ECONOMICS

Grade 5 or above in GCSE Mathematics. No previous knowledge
of Economics is required, but an interest and willingness to follow
current affairs and world news are essential.

Edexcel, 9EC0/01, 9EC0/02, 9EC0/03

Entry Requirements:

Economics is a social science which helps explain how society
can make best use of scarce resources, and how issues such
as unemployment, poverty and recessions can be tackled by
government.
Economics offers an analytical way of thinking which opens eyes to
the way the world works. You are taught a set of academic theories
and concepts to use in order to analyse and evaluate some of the
most important issues facing our society. For instance, you will
understand arguments for and against:
•

Government use of taxes and regulations to reduce market
failures, such as pollution

•

allowing drug companies to make large profits from selling
life-saving drugs that some cannot afford

•

the causes of and potential solutions to unemployment and
inflation

•

how developing countries can reduce poverty by accepting
aid and/or multi-national investment
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A LEVEL ENGLISH LANGUAGE
& LITERATURE

Entry Requirements:
You must attain at least grade 5 and 6 in both English Language and
English Literature.

AQA, 7707/1, 7707/2, 7707/C
Have you ever wondered what a writer is trying to imply in their
work, how they create a character, who seems so real? How are
you persuaded to visit Paris by just the words on a piece of paper?
This course will enable you to explore these ideas and more using
linguistic terminology and literary concepts.
The course has been designed to have a focus on the integration of
language and literature. Students will be able to see how linguistic
and literary methods are related and will explore these links in their
work.
The variety of assessment styles used, such as re-creative writing,
commentary writing, discursive essays and research-based
investigative writing, allows students to develop a wide range of
skills. These include the ability to read critically, analyse, evaluate
and undertake independent research.
English Language and Literature combines particularly well with
History and Drama. Students interested in any Higher Education
courses and careers such as journalism, teaching, consultancy, law,
publishing, the media and communication will find A-Level English
Language and Literature useful.
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A LEVEL ENGLISH
LITERATURE
AQA, 7717AB Paper 1A, 7717AB Paper 2B, 7717AB Unit 3
The course aims to enable students to approach the reading
and study of literature through the lens of genre and theory,
encouraging the independent study of a range of texts within a
shared context, giving logic and meaning to the way that texts are
grouped for study.
The variety of assessment styles used, such as passage-based
questions, unseen material, single text questions, multiple text
questions, open and closed-book approaches allows students to
develop a wide range of skills, such as the ability to read critically,
analyse, evaluate and undertake independent research.
This course is also regarded as a facilitating subject by top
universities, which gives it high global academic status. English
Literature combines particularly well with History and Drama.
Students interested in any Higher Education courses and careers

such as journalism, teaching, consultancy, law, publishing, Media
Studies and Communication will find A-Level English Literature
useful. It is a useful 4th A level for students intending to study
competitive courses such as Law or Medicine.
Entry requirements:
You must attain at least grade 5 and 6 in both English Language and
English Literature.

A LEVEL MFL FRENCH/
GERMAN
French: AQA 7652 Paper 1,2&3

German: AQA 7662 Paper 1,2&3

Are you highly motivated and open to new experiences? Do you
want to stand out from the crowd? Only 3% of people speak a
language at a proficient level, and employers are crying out for
a confident linguist with strong communication skills. French
and German are facilitating A levels, highly regarded by the top
universities. French/German can be combined with almost any
subject and will significantly improve the range of skills you offer
to an employer. The opportunity to work abroad becomes a real
possibility.
The course aims to build upon and develop the linguistic skills
obtained at GCSE.

Students are encouraged to further their understanding and
appreciation of French/German culture through research on the
internet. French/ German news websites can be viewed regularly
to help students keep up to date with wider social/ political
development of the country which will in turn help increase
confidence in listening skills.
Reading a parallel text and watching films in French and German
are highly recommended for helping students to immerse
themselves in the language.
Entry Requirements:
Grade 6 or above in the relevant language.

A LEVEL GEOGRAPHY
Edexcel, 9GE0/01, 9GE0/02, 9GE0/03, 9GE0/04
Geography is a fascinating and contemporary subject. The A Level
course allows you to make connections between different aspects
of geography. It is a course that focuses on fundamental processes,
reflects the world around us and fosters an understanding of what
could impact on its future.
•

Allows a balance between students’ own physical, human
and/or environmental interests and key geographical topics.

•

Allows you to engage critically with real world issues and
places

•

Will help to develop key skills of investigative geography
(fieldwork and research skills), powers of synopticity
discussion, evaluation and decision making

•

Will develop students that are critical and reflective learners,
able to articulate opinions, suggest relevant new ideas and
provide evidenced argument in a range of situations.

New language will be acquired via topic-based work.
In Year 12 the topics covered will be the changing state of the
family, the digital world, youth culture, festivals and traditions, art
and architecture and cultural life. In addition, students will have the
chance to study a film in depth.
In Year 13 students will explore multiculturalism in German /
French-speaking society and aspects of political life in the French /
German speaking world. There will also be the opportunity to study
a work of literature in French / German.
Oral participation is a vital component and students should come
prepared to contribute to lively discussions. Grammar will be
an important aspect of the course and will be supported by a
grammar workbook

Geography is one of the facilitating subjects for entry to the
UK’s top universities. It is a subject that is suitable preparation
for a wide range of university degree courses and employment
opportunities. The analytical skills as well as the deeper
understanding of all global issues are exceptionally advantageous
for any employment opportunity. “Geographers look at issues
from a wide perspective and develop a range of skills which are
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attractive to a very broad range of future employers” (Prospects
Graduate Careers website, 2014) such as: management and
administration, further training, the financial sector, the retail sector
and other professions. There are 4 compulsory days of fieldwork
as part of the course which students must attend.
Geography links well with all A levels, but is a particularly good
combination with Economics, History, Chemistry, Biology, Maths
and Sociology.

Paper 3: Protest, agitation and parliamentary reform in Britain,
c1780-1928
This is a study in which students explore the relationship between
authority and mass agitation in England, the struggle for greater
representation in England, and the ways in which the interests and
concerns of individuals in society could make themselves known.
This paper is worth 30% of the total qualification

Entry Requirements

Entry Requirements

Grade 5 or higher at GCSE Geography. We are also happy to
consider students who have not taken GCSE Geography and are
interested in the geographical topics outlined. These students must
have a Grade 5 or above in GCSE English Language or GCSE English
Literature and Maths.

Grade 5 or above in GCSE History, and Grade 5 or above in either
GCSE English Language or English Literature preferred. A positive
approach during the GCSE course and a genuine interest in a wide
range of historical issues are also necessary.

A LEVEL HISTORY
Edexcel, 9HI0 1E Paper 1, 9HI0 2E.2, Paper 2, 9HI0 36.1 Paper3,
9HI0 Unit 4
History gives you lots of transferrable skills such as research,
analysis of source material, communication, debate, presentation
of ideas and the ability to prove/disprove theories. This course is
also regarded as a facilitating subject by top universities, and is the
ideal subject to study if you are thinking of going into journalism,
broadcasting, law, politics, management, teaching and media. The
course is centred around three components:
Paper 1: Russia, 1917–91: from Lenin to Yeltsin
This is a study in breadth, in which students will learn about the key
political, social and economic features of Communist rule in Russia
during the twentieth century. The examination consists of essay
questions and a question evaluating different interpretations. This
paper is worth 30% of the total qualification.
Paper 2: The German Democratic Republic, 1949–90
This is a study in depth of the creation, development, decline
and collapse of the communist East German state, 1949–90. The
examination consists of source analysis and evaluation, and essay
questions. This paper is worth 20% of the total qualification.
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A LEVEL MATHEMATICS
& A LEVEL FURTHER
MATHEMATICS
Mathematics: OCR – MEI (B) H640
MEI (B) H645

Further Mathematics: OCR –

level Mathematics and A level Further Mathematics at the end of
Year 13. A level Further Mathematics consists of four examinations,
Core Pure (50%), Mechanics Minor (162/3%), Statistics Minor
(16.6%) and Modelling With Algorithms (16.6%).
Mathematics is essential for those seeking higher education courses
in Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry, Engineering, Computing and
Electronics.

This course will encourage students to develop their understanding
of Mathematics and mathematical processes. It will enable you to
reason logically and to construct mathematical proofs. Students
will recognise how situations may be represented mathematically
and how ‘real world’ problems and mathematical models are
related, notably within mechanics and statistics.

This course is also regarded as a facilitating subject by top
universities and it combines well with Biology, Geography,
Economics, Psychology and Physical Education and allows you
to keep more options open for future career choices. Students
intending to read Mathematics, Science or Engineering at those
universities which attract highly competitive fields of student
applications should take Further Mathematics A Level.

The course also promotes confidence within the subject, fostering
enthusiasm and enjoyment of mathematics. Students opting for
Mathematics will receive 4 hours of teaching a week.

Typical careers include banking and finance, accountancy, the Civil
Service, logistics, and business.

There are three examinations for Mathematics A Level with the
majority of the content consisting of Pure Mathematics with some
compulsory Mechanics and Statistics content also. All examinations
will be sat at the end of Year 13.
•

Pure Mathematics consists mainly of algebraic and geometric
topics and their applications. It includes topics such as
calculus, trigonometry, vectors and logarithms.

•

Mechanics which studies the effects that forces have on
stationary and moving objects

•

Statistics which studies the collection and analysis of data and
the drawing of conclusions from it

Students who opt for Further Mathematics will receive 8 hours a
week of Mathematics teaching. Pure Mathematics is compulsory
and we will cover three additional modules: Mechanics, Statistics
and Modelling With Algorithms. Modelling With Algorithms
studies the application of Mathematics in business, commerce and
industry, where it is important to find optimum solutions.
Further Pure Mathematics includes the study of topics such as
complex numbers, matrices and vectors.
Students studying the Further Mathematics Course will sit both A

Entry Requirements:
Grade 6 and above in GCSE Mathematics for A level Mathematics
Grade 7 and above in GCSE Mathematics for A level Further
Mathematics.

A LEVEL MUSIC

Edexcel, 9MU0 Component 1,2&3
A level Music aims to develop your understanding and experience
of a wide range of music. You will be expected to perform,
compose and study specific works in great detail. You will be
encouraged to engage critically and creatively with a wide range of
music and musical contexts and reflect on how music is used in the
expression of personal and collective identities.
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The course will allow you to develop particular strengths and
interests, encourage life-long learning and provide access to
higher education and university degree courses in music and
music-related subjects as well as other careers. Courses in Music
range from performing, teaching, music administration and music
publishing to music therapy and Music Technology as well as
performing and orchestral management.
Entry Requirements:
Grade 5 or above in GCSE Music and at least Grade 5 standard
on your instrument. We expect that students continue to take an
active part in music-making; for example, Concert Band, Orchestra,
Choir, in School and/or at County level.

A LEVEL PHYSICAL
EDUCATION
AQA, 7582 Paper1, 2 & NEA
The syllabus takes a multi-disciplinary approach, encouraging
different methods of enquiry drawn from a wide range of
disciplines, with the focal point being the performer and
the performance. Physical Education links well with Biology,
Psychology and Sociology. Students interested in higher education
courses and careers in teaching physical education, fitness training,
physiotherapy, physiology, medicine, sports coaching, leisure and
recreation and outdoor education will find Physical Education very
useful and interesting. Subject content includes; applied anatomy
& physiology, skill acquisition, sport & society, exercise physiology,
biomechanical movement, sport psychology and sport in society
and the role of technology in physical activity and sport.
Entry Requirements
A Grade 5 or above in GCSE Physical Education is essential, with a
minimum of a Grade 5 in the written theory paper, and a 5 or above
at GCSE Science is preferred, owing to the scientific nature of the
course.
A genuine interest in the world of sport, exercise, training and
playing at a high level in at least one competitive sport is essential.
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A LEVEL PHYSICS
OCR, H556 Unit 01,02,03&04
A level Physics moves into new areas such as quantum
phenomena, astronomy and particle physics. As always, the goal
is to describe and explain the fundamental interactions around
us in terms of energy and forces. Topics studied include electrical
circuits, applications of the waves theory, mechanics and motion,
the fundamental forces, electromagnetism, medical physics and
simple harmonic motion. All these topics are illustrated with a
range of experiments, theory and practical applications to bring
this fascinating subject to life.
There are advantages in taking A Level Physics and A Level
Mathematics to support one another, especially as there is a
substantial overlap with Mechanics. This course is also regarded
as a facilitating subject by top universities, and combines well with
Mathematics, Further Mathematics, Chemistry, Biology, Music
Technology and Product Design.
Higher education and careers for which Physics is needed or
recommended include all engineering courses, physics including
medical physics, medicine, astronomy and space science, robotics,
computer games programming, meteorology and geophysics.
Physics is also a powerful qualification for non-scientific careers
such as architecture, banking, law, accountancy, economics and
management consultancy.
Entry Requirements
Grade 6 in Physics and at least a Grade 5 in another Science.
Mathematics is used extensively at A level, so a Grade 6 in GCSE
Mathematics is also required.

A LEVEL PRODUCT DESIGN
The course offers excellent progression from GCSE Design and
Technology courses, (Resistant Materials, Graphic Products
and Product Design). Advanced Level Design and Technology
aims to provide an opportunity for students to develop their
own creativity, capability and entrepreneurial skills; to apply
knowledge and understanding to a range of technological
activities and to develop critical thinking and collaborative skills.

In both years, students will continue to develop their creativity,
communication skills and making skills. The course has been
designed to encourage candidates to take a broad view of design
and technology, to develop their capacity to design and make
products and to appreciate the complex relationships between
design, materials, manufacture and marketing. Advanced Level
Design and Technology goes well with Mathematics, Physics and
Art and Design. It complements subjects such as English, History,
Geography and Modern Languages. A level Product Design can
lead to careers in Design, Engineering, Architecture, Applied
sciences and Education.
Entry Requirements
Grade 5 or above in GCSE Design and Technology (Resistant
Materials, Graphic Products or Product Design). The ability to
communicate to a high standard in both graphical terms and the
written word is a requirement.

A LEVEL PSYCHOLOGY
AQA, 7182/1,7182/2,7182/3
This qualification offers an engaging and effective introduction to
Psychology. Students will learn the fundamentals of the subject
and develop skills valued by Higher Education (HE) and employers,
including critical analysis, independent thinking and research.
This A level qualification follows a clear, up-to-date and stimulating
course, built on successful previous specifications. The content
reflects recent advances and changes in the subject and provides
a coherent and holistic programme of study. Psychology graduates

develop the transferable skills that all employers require, such as
communication, numeracy, independent learning and the ability
to work in teams. Courses accredited by the British Psychological
Society (BPS) contain substantial teaching on statistics and
research methodology, as well as scientific methods. Because of
these, psychology students are often well suited to understand and
manipulate quantitative and qualitative data.
Psychology students also acquire many of the skills of humanities
graduates, such as critical thinking and essay writing. Only a small
percentage of psychology graduates go on to become chartered
psychologists, specialising in clinical, educational, occupational,
forensic, health or sports psychology. It’s a fiercely competitive
field and, apart from securing a good degree, the main challenge
for graduates is acquiring relevant work experience.

However, psychology graduates are well-equipped for numerous
roles. The scientific and research elements of their courses
make market research, academia and numerate careers such
as accountancy, ideal choices. Psychology graduates, with
their understanding of people and how they behave in different
situations, could viably pursue careers in human resources, careers
advice, psychotherapy, counselling, advertising, marketing and
retail management.
Entry Requirements
GCSE Grade 4 in 2 Sciences or Additional and Core Science, and at
least Grade 4 in Mathematics and 5 in either English Language or
Literature .
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A LEVEL RELIGIOUS STUDIES

•

OCR, H573 Unit 01,02&03

The main concern is to explain our social behaviour by examining
individuals, small groups and institutions, such as the media, the
education system and the family. Sociology addresses ‘important’
questions such as: ‘Why do girls generally perform better
than boys in education? Why are some people racist, sexist or
homophobic?’ It attempts to answer these by considering various
sociological perspectives (Marxism, functionalism, feminism) and
a wide range of current research and evidence. Sociology gives
a better understanding of society and new insight into the way
human life is organised, enabling people to make sense of their
own experiences.

This course aims to encourage students to explore basic questions
of human existence within the setting of both a religious tradition,
epistemology and moral philosophy. Students will gain a thorough
understanding of philosophical and ethical concepts as well
as religious writings, practices and beliefs within Buddhism
and be able to think and argue intelligently about the subjects
being studied. The examination is not concerned with judging a
candidate’s personal belief or religious point of view. This course
does not assume or require any previous study of the subject.
It is designed to be suitable for candidates from any religious
background (or none).
Lessons involve discussion, note-taking, video note-taking,
seminar work, presentations and research. This is an excellent
subject for those also studying Mathematics, Science, History,
English, Psychology, Politics or Sociology. It is also considered
to provide suitable preparation for entry to the Russell Group
of leading UK universities. In career terms, it would contribute
towards professions such as; journalism, media, teaching, human
resource management, archaeology, law, broadcasting, industry
and commerce, the Civil Service and many more.
Entry Requirements
Grade 5 or above in GCSE Religious Education (Full Course) and
Grade 5 or above in either GCSE English Language or English
Literature preferred. An enquiring mind and a genuine interest in a
wide range of philosophical and ethical issues are also necessary.

A LEVEL SOCIOLOGY
OCR, H580 Unit 01,02&03
Sociology is the study of society on a number of different levels:
•

A subject which helps explain social change, past, present and
future

•

A subject which encourages political and social engagement
with contemporary social issues
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A subject which involves being actively involved with social
research and policy

Studying sociology will definitely help develop your essay skills,
allowing you to discuss different views on social issues in a critical
and evaluative way. Being able to draw on a range of perspectives,
evidence and contemporary issues is excellent preparation for
university and employment.
Universities recognise that sociology A Level provides students
with a very good foundation in social, political and policy
knowledge. Sociology is regarded as a demanding and rigorous A
Level which combines well with any other combination of subjects.
Sociology students go on to a wide range of jobs in policing,
research, teaching, medicine, politics and civil service as well
as taking jobs in the service sector. Graduates of sociology have
higher Levels of employment than many other subjects.
Entry Requirements
Grade 5 or above in either GCSE English Language or English
Literature. No previous knowledge of Sociology is required,
although it is very important to be interested in current affairs and
the world around you.

LUKE EDWARDS
What subjects do you take? I study PE, Biology and
Product Design
Why did you choose to continue your education at
Wood Green School? Having started Wood Green in
Year 7, it meant I was used to the environment and
teaching style therefore I decided it would be the
best option for me to stay. Taking a subject at Henry
Box means I am able to use their own DT facilities
however, I still enjoy using the ones here at Wood
Green. The department have a room just for Sixth Formers which I am able
to use whenever I like.
What do you like most about Sixth Form? Coming into Sixth Form I have
noticed a great difference to being in lower school, I have more freedom
within my time table to use as I please. For instance, my passion for DT has
been enhanced by the ability to go to the department and work on my own
projects. I have also been able to manage my own time a lot more easily
than I could beforehand which has been really nice.
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TOM DAVIES
What subjects do you take? PE, Psychology and
Applied Science at College.
What are your thoughts on taking the combined
pathway at College? It has been nice to experience
both Sixth Form and College as they are two very
different environments. They both do exams
however these are minimal and the college is very
practical based; this has been a nice change from
the more academic side I experience in Sixth Form.
The course structure at college is also a lot different
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as we are given assignments as opposed to exams
which is a nice difference between the two.
How has the school supported your studying at
College? We were given the chance to leave before
lunch, which is a privilege the Sixth Form doesn’t
allow until Year 13. This, to facilitate our walk down
to college in order to not be late. Additionally, this
was another tricky area as when starting Sixth Form
we were completing our EPQs which overlapped
slightly with the time to get to college. This was
improved in that we were able to start leaving the
lesson earlier in order to get to College on time.

REUBEN WERTHEIM
What subjects do you take? I study Drama, Psychology and PE
What do you like most about the Sixth Form? The ability to be more independent has been
something I’ve really liked about Sixth Form. Being able to manage my own time has been
another aspect which I have really appreciated as I have been able to take advantage of using
the various facilities we’ve been offered.
How has the transition to Sixth Form been? There has been a noticeable change however, the
transition has been smooth in the sense that everyone has been incredibly caring. The staff in particular often check up on us to
see if we’re coping with the big step up, this has been nice as I know that if any problems arise I can speak to them. The positive
environment has also aided my transition as I have found that the Sixth Form has been great at welcoming us all.
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