WOOD GREEN SCHOOL
GCSE Course Options and Information Booklet

September 2015 Entry

w.

W W W.W G S W I T N E Y. O R G . U K

e.

O F F I C E @ W G S W I T N E Y. O R G . U K

THE HEADTEACHER’S MESSAGE TO YEAR 9 STUDENTS
I am delighted to introduce you to the Year 9 to 10 Options programme
for 2014-15. In September you will begin Key Stage 4. You will continue
to learn some subjects that are compulsory because they give you skills
that everyone needs, whatever you plan to do in the future. You will
also, for the first time, have some choice over what you learn.
The information we provide will explain which subjects are compulsory
and which are in our options programme. Where you do have choice,
there are many factors to consider before you make your decision:
what you enjoy; what your strengths are; what the course consists
of; what you want to do after Year 11 and in the future. You may not
yet know what you want to do as a future career, in which case make
choices that keep your options open and be aspirational! Discuss
your choices with your family, your tutor and teachers or our careers
advisor. Ultimately, you must make choices that are right for you. I
do urge you to read the advice in this booklet
carefully.
I wish you well in making your choices. Also
remember that your levels at the end of
Year 9 are an important influence on what
grades you achieve at the end of Year 11,
so continue to work hard and do your best
this year.

Mr R W Shadbolt
Headteacher
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INTRODUCTION
The subjects that you choose to study for GCSE can have a major impact on the courses you will
be able to study at A level and degree level, or the career path you choose to take. Having the right
guidance and information now, will give you a much clearer picture when the time comes to make up
your mind.
This GCSE Course Guidance and Information Booklet aims to help you make an informed decision
when choosing your courses for GCSE and beyond. We hope this will be of use to you and your
parents.

THE CORE SUBJECTS THAT ALL OF YOU WILL STUDY:
The following table shows the number of lessons per fortnight
SUBJECT

HOURS STUDIED
PER FORTNIGHT

NEW GCSE CURRICULUM
FROM 2015

ENGLISH
(LITERATURE AND LANGUAGE)

7

YES

MATHEMATICS

7

YES

SCIENCE
(CORE, ADDITIONAL OR ADDITIONAL APPLIED)

9

NO

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
(CORE)

3

NO

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

3

NO

*Please note that study hours have increased for Mathematics and English – so all students in year
10 will have 25 lessons every other week.
* Science – you will be guided by your Science teachers to the course appropriate for you. This will
take into account your current performance and your Year 9 examination results. This can also be
discussed with your parents at the Year 9 Parents’ Evening.
* If you decide to do the full course Religious Education, you will have 25 lessons per week.

THE OPTIONAL SUBJECTS THAT WOOD GREEN SCHOOL OFFERS:
ART

BUSINESS STUDIES

CATERING

CHALLENGE PROGRAMME

CHILD DEVELOPMENT

COMPUTER SCIENCE

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY
GRAPHIC PRODUCTS

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY
RESISTANT MATERIALS

DRAMA

FRENCH

GEOGRAPHY

GERMAN

HISTORY

HORTICULTURE

MEDIA STUDIES

MUSIC

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

TRIPLE SCIENCE

* In order to meet the requirements for Progress 8 you will need to choose at least one of the
following: Triple Science, Computer Science, French, German, History or Geography. We expect most
students to do this. Please see page 2 for more information about Progress 8.
* Enrichment will now be delivered as separate full days throughout the year.
* Courses will only run if there are sufficient numbers enrolled.
* If we are unable to offer you the combination of subjects that you wish to study then you will have
the opportunity to discuss this with Mrs Stevens (Deputy Headteacher).
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PROGRESS 8
Progress 8 will be introduced for all schools in 2016 and will replace the 5 A* - C measure. This is a
great step forward for schools as it will calculate all students’ progress throughout the GCSE courses
regardless of ability. Progress 8 encourages you to have a broad and balanced GCSE portfolio.
There is strong governmental advice about the expected spread of subjects needed for all students
regardless of what you wish to do, to keep you competitive in the future.
The Progress 8 measure will be based on a students’ eight best subjects within the following criteria:
•

A double weighted GCSE Mathematics

•

A double weighted English. This can be either GCSE English Language or English Literature,
whichever is the higher grade, as long as you are entered for both qualifications.

•

The three highest grades from the E-Bacc subjects – Triple Sciences, Core and Additional 		
Science, Computer Science, Geography, History, French or German.

•

The best three grades from any of the remaining subjects included within the “Open Group”.
This could be three GCSE qualifications. This can also include the other English option not 		
already counted.

The table below shows how Progress 8 is calculated. The final GCSE scores from your best 8 are
added together and then looked at against the score that you should have achieved.
A

B

C

Mathematics and one English:

Any three from:

The English not used in column A
can now be used in the calculation,
or any 3 from:

MATHEMATICS
ENGLISH LANGUAGE
ENGLISH LITERATURE

SCIENCE
COMPUTER SCIENCE
FRENCH
GEOGRAPHY
GERMAN
HISTORY

ART
BUSINESS STUDIES
CATERING
CHILD DEVELOPMENT
DRAMA
GRAPHIC PRODUCTS
MEDIA STUDIES
MUSIC
PHYSICAL EDUCATION
RESISTANT MATERIALS

HOW SHOULD I CHOOSE MY COURSES?
GCSEs offer academically demanding courses which have for many years been the main qualification
for entry to Sixth Form, College and University. As all GCSE subjects are as demanding as each other it
is important that you choose subjects that you will enjoy and are good at.
It is the expectation of all year 9 students that you will choose a range of subjects so that you meet
the requirements for Progress 8. Your core subjects need to be enhanced by choosing at least one
of Triple Science, Computer Science, French, German, History or Geography. You are then free to
choose any of the other subjects as your other three options.
So for example, you could take the core subjects, then choose French, Geography, Drama and Music.
The Progress 8 subject spread should be suitable and advisable for the vast majority of students.
Should this not be the case for you please choose your preferred subjects and you will then have the
opportunity to talk this through with Mrs Stevens (r.stevens@wgswitney.org.uk).
If you have a particular career in mind, check whether any particular GCSE subjects are required as
acceptance for entry to that career. You can ask Mr Bingham (d.bingham@wgswitney.org.uk) our
Careers’ Advisor for help with this if you are uncertain or ask Mrs Whiting, our Head of Sixth Form
(c.whiting@wgswitney.org.uk) for advice.
Try to avoid too many practical option subjects, as this makes coursework demands very heavy in
Year 11.
Keep your choices broad and balanced at this stage.
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E-BACC

CURRICULUM CHANGE AND HOW IT WILL AFFECT YOU

All GCSE and A level curriculums will change over the next
The English
three years. At GCSE, English Language, English Literature
Baccalaureate (E-Bacc) was
and Mathematics will change from September 2015. The
introduced as a performance
courses will be much more academically demanding
measure for schools in England in
and will be assessed by an examination at the end
the 2010 performance tables. It is not
a qualification. The measure recognises
of year 11 only. More information about individual
students that have achieved a C grade
subjects can be found on the pages that follow. Some
or better in 5 subjects from GCSE English,
of the information in this booklet may change over the
Mathematics, History or Geography,
next few months as specifications are accredited and
two Sciences, Computer Science and
decision about course are confirmed.
a modern foreign language. Students
who are considering entry to a top
The big difference is that these subjects will be awarded
university would be best advised
numbers, rather than letters and will be graded from
to choose the E-Bacc subjects. All
1- 9, with 9 being the highest number grade that you can
students, where possible, should
achieve.
This means that when you get your GCSE results
do this too, for breadth and
you
will
have
a mixture of letter grades and number grades.
balance in their chosen
courses.

SIXTH FORM
Please check with the current Sixth Form Course Guidance and Information Booklet (available on
the school website) for the entry criteria into Sixth Form. There is a Route A and Route B entrance
requirement and subject specific requirements too.

UNIVERSITY
When applying to a university course, it is important that you consider all aspects of the entrance
requirement, including the GCSE requirements.
Please look at the Russell Group advice in a document called Informed Choices for advice about
applying to competitive universities. Follow the link below and read from page 18.
www.russellgroup.org/InformedChoices-latest.pdf

COLLEGE
If you are thinking of applying to a college, please be aware that in the past, many college courses
required at least a grade C in GCSE English Language, Mathematics and Science. With the new
grading in English and Mathematics you may be required to get a grade 4 or 5. There may well be
other subject specific requirements, so check carefully.

WHAT INFORMATION AND GUIDANCE IS AVAILABLE TO ME?
1.

Ask your subject teachers

2.

Information Exchange 11/02/15 ‘The transition from year 9-10’, held in the Sixth Form Common
Room

3.

Year 9 Parents’ Evening 12/03/15

4.

Ask Mrs Stevens, your Head of Learning Community or Mrs Whiting

5.

Attend Taster Lessons in both core and option subjects

6.

Ask the Careers’ Advisor, Mr David Bingham (contact your tutor for an appointment)

7.

Ask your parents

8.

Access the Russell Group information – “Informed Choices”– link above

9.

Read this Course Guidance Booklet
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HOW MANY COURSES SHOULD I CHOOSE?
You should opt for four courses in addition to the core subjects. Have a look at the Option Form and
choose one subject from each box. Some subjects appear in more than one box to enable you to
have more choice. If you cannot choose the combination of options that you would like, please see
Mrs Stevens (Deputy Headteacher) for advice.
Please note that some subject combinations are not possible. All advice will be given to you about
this when you complete your application.

WHEN ARE THE TASTER LESSONS?
The taster lessons will run from Monday 23 February - Friday 6 March. We will be running a whole
series in normal lesson time. New option subjects will be timetabled and you can sample as many as
you like to be certain that you have chosen the right subjects for you. Please take advice about this
from your tutor and then sign up with them for the appropriate taster lessons.
Once you have started your courses in September it is very difficult to change to another course.
What should I think of when in a taster lesson for option subjects?
1.

Take note of the curriculum content – “Am I interested in the topics covered?”

2.

Ask yourself the question – “Have I got an interest in the subject outside of school?”

3.

Try to work out the necessary skills needed, for example, extended writing or critical thinking
skills or strong memory. Ask yourself - “Am I good at these skills?” This is particularly important
for subjects like Media Studies, Geography, Business Studies, History and Child Development.

4.

Find out the answer to the question, “Can I take this subject in Sixth Form or at college if I do
not choose it for GCSE?”

5.

Find out - “Do I need this subject for my future career?”

6.

Consider - “Do I enjoy the way the subject is taught?” For example Music is very practical.

7.

Reflect on - “Does this subject mean that I have a broad selection?” Perhaps choosing all arts
subjects is not a wise move for your future career.

WHAT DO I DO NOW?
Please fill in your Options Form and hand it in to your tutor by Thursday 19th March 2015. Make sure
that your parents also sign this to show that they approve of your choices.
Follow the instructions on the form carefully.

…AND FINALLY
We wish you every success in your GCSE courses and hope that you enjoy them immensely.
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE
AQA 4707

FURTHER INFORMATION: MISS H SMY
H.SMY@WGSWITNEY.ORG.UK

- COURSE DESCRIPTION
The brand new GCSE in English Language course is designed to provide appropriate stretch and
challenge whilst ensuring that the assessment and texts are, as far as possible, accessible to all
students. It enables you to develop the skills you need to read, understand and analyse a wide range
of different texts (both fiction and non-fiction) and write clearly and accurately. During the course of
study, you will be taught to read and respond to unfamiliar texts from across the 19th, 20th and 21st
centuries. In addition, you will develop the skills needed to write creatively and to present a viewpoint
in imaginative and accurate ways.

- ASSESSMENT
The course is linear and is assessed by two examinations at the end of the two year course. All texts
will be unseen by you prior to the examination. The paper structures are as follows:
Paper 1 – Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing (50%)
Section A: Reading
•
1 literature fiction text
•
1 short form question (1 x 4 marks)
•
2 longer form questions (2 x 8 marks)
•
1 extended question (1 x 20 marks)
Section B: Writing
•
descriptive or narrative writing
Paper 2 – Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives (50%) (1¾ hours)
Section A: Reading
•
1 non-fiction text and one literary non-fiction text
•
1 short form question (1 x 4 marks)
•
2 longer form questions (1 x 8, 1 x 12 marks)
•
1 extended question (1 x 16 marks)
Section B: Writing
•
Writing to present a viewpoint
In addition, spoken language will be assessed by the teacher and a separate mark will be given – it
does not form part of the grade for the qualification. These assessments will involve:
•
Presenting
•
Responding to questions and feedback
•
Use of Standard English

- A LEVELS, COURSES AND CAREERS
English Literature and English Language and Literature, History, Drama, and Media Studies A-Levels
and further education courses follow on from these subjects.
Careers which link to English Language include: journalism, teaching, marketing, advertising and
writing.
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ENGLISH LITERATURE
AQA 9717

FURTHER INFORMATION: MISS H SMY
H.SMY@WGSWITNEY.ORG.UK

- COURSE DESCRIPTION
The brand new GCSE in English Literature covers a range of literary texts including:
•
•
•
•

Shakespeare
19th century fiction
Poetry from different time periods
Modern prose or drama

You will not only develop the confidence to read and respond to whole texts with unfamiliar language
but will also learn how to analyse the writers’ techniques and to evaluate the effects on the reader as
well as considering the writers’ purposes. The course requires you to learn how to write academically
about these texts. It has been structured and designed to enable you to access the texts and ideas as
well as stretching and challenging students to develop their thinking and understanding of literature
from a range of different writers and periods.

- ASSESSMENT
The course is linear and is assessed by two examinations at the end of the two year course. The paper
structures are as follows:
Paper 1 – Shakespeare and the 19th Century Novel – 40%
1¾ hours – closed book (no access to the text in the examination).
Section A Shakespeare: You will answer one question on the play they have studied. You will be
required to write in detail about an extract from the play and then to write about the play as a whole.
Section B The 19th Century Novel: You will answer one question on the novel they have studied. You
will be required to write in detail about an extract from the novel and then to write about the novel as
a whole.
Paper 2 – Modern Texts and Poetry – 60%
2¼ hours – closed book (no access to the text in the examination).
Section A Modern Texts: You will answer one essay question from a choice of two on their studied
modern prose or drama text.
Section B Poetry: You will answer one comparative question on one named poem printed on the
paper and one other poem from the anthology cluster they have studied.
Section C Unseen Poetry: You will answer one question on one unseen poem and one question
comparing this poem with a second unseen poem.

- A LEVELS, COURSES AND CAREERS
English Literature and English Language and Literature, History, Drama, and Media Studies A-Levels
and further education courses follow on from these subjects.
Careers which link to English Language include: journalism, teaching, marketing, advertising and
writing.
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MATHEMATICS
GCSE EDEXCEL 1MA0

FURTHER INFORMATION: MR M ADDY
M.ADDY@WGSWITNEY.ORG.UK

- COURSE DESCRIPTION
The content of the course divides into five main areas:
•
•
•
•
•

Number
Algebra
Ratio and proportion
Geometry
Probability and statistics

Other aims of the course are to:
•
•
•
•

Develop fluent knowledge, skills and understanding of mathematical methods and concepts
Acquire, select and apply mathematical techniques to solve problems
Reason mathematically, make deductions and inferences and draw conclusions
Comprehend, interpret and communicate mathematical information in a variety of forms
appropriate to the information and context

- ASSESSMENT
The new GCSE will consist of two tiers, Foundation (grades 1-5) and Higher (grades 4-9). You must sit
three examination papers at the same tier and in the same series. Each paper will be 1½ hours long
and will be equally weighted. One paper will be non-calculator, whilst the other two will be calculator
papers. Each will be of similar difficulty. There will be no coursework.

- A LEVELS, COURSES AND CAREERS
•
•
•
•
•

Mathematics A level
Further Mathematics A level
Finance
Accountancy
Many universities like to see A level Mathematics in a student’s portfolio of A levels
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CORE SCIENCE
GCSE OCR J241

FURTHER INFORMATION: MR G DAVIES
G.DAVIES@WGSWITNEY.ORG.UK

- COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course aims to introduce the relevance of science through practical application before exploring
the scientific principles underneath. It allows you to engage with the course by making sense of the
science they come across in everyday life.
For example:
• How bad is the air pollution in Britain?
• What do fossils tell me about the Earth?
• Why do we make the soles of shoes from rubber?
• Is nuclear fuel the future of electricity production?
• How does a bullet proof vest work?
• Why is digital television better than analogue?
• What is the car of the future?
• What is nanotechnology and what are the risks?
Regardless of your chosen career, a knowledge of Science will mean being able to make decisions
and have opinions on issues with a full understanding of the facts. You also get an insight into
how scientists work and the exciting developments in technology due to the research carried out
worldwide. It is an ideal foundation for you to progress to more-advanced studies and science-related
careers

- ASSESSMENT
Examinations: Each 1 hour examination accounts for 25% of the final grade.
Module B1: You and your genes
Module B2: Keeping healthy
Module B3: Life on Earth
Module C1: Air quality
Module C2: Material choices
Module C3: Chemicals in our lives: risks & benefits
Module P1: The Earth in the Universe
Module P2: Radiation and life
Module P3: Sustainable energy
Coursework: These investigations account for 25% of the final grade
1)
2)

Scientific data analysis, it involves carrying out a set practical to collect data and then 		
completing a written report.
A case study. The completion of a scientific essay, looking at an area of science in the news.

- A LEVELS, COURSES AND CAREERS
This course, combined with the additional science course will allow access to A levels in Biology,
Chemistry or Physics. It can then lead on to courses and careers in medicine, veterinary science,
engineering, biology, chemistry, physics, geology, computing, ecology, environmental management,
sports science and many more that require a good background understanding of the sciences.
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ADDITIONAL SCIENCE
GCSE OCR J242

FURTHER INFORMATION: MR G DAVIES
G.DAVIES@WGSWITNEY.ORG.UK

- COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course aims to introduce the relevance of science through practical application before exploring
the scientific principles underneath. It allows you to engage with the course by making sense of the
science they come across in everyday life.
For example:
• Should young girls have the Cervical Cancer Vaccine?
• Will we live on the moon one day?
• Should we buy GM foods?
• Is nuclear fuel the future of electricity production?
• How does a bullet proof vest work?
• Why is digital television better than analogue?
• What is the car of the future?
• What is nanotechnology and what are the risks?
Regardless of your chosen career, a knowledge of Science will mean being able to make decisions
and have opinions on issues with a full understanding of the facts. You also get an insight into
how scientists work and the exciting developments in technology due to the research carried out
worldwide. It is an ideal foundation for you to progress to more-advanced studies and science-related
careers.

- ASSESSMENT
Examinations: Each 1 hour examination accounts for 25% of the final grade.
Module B4: The processes of life
Module B5: Growth and development
Module B6: Brain and mind
Module C4: Chemical patterns
Module C5: Chemicals of the natural environment
Module C6: Chemical synthesis
Module P4: Explaining motion
Module P5: Electric circuits
Module P6: Radioactive materials
Coursework: This investigation account for 25% of the final grade
The completion of a scientific investigation, it involves carrying out a set practical to collect data and
then completing a written report.

- A LEVELS, COURSES AND CAREERS
This course, combined with the core science course will allow access to A levels in Biology, Chemistry
or Physics. It can then lead on to courses and careers in medicine, veterinary science, engineering,
biology, chemistry, physics, geology, computing, ecology, environmental management, sports science
and many more that require a good background understanding of the sciences.
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TRIPLE SCIENCE
GCSE OCR J243, J244, J245

FURTHER INFORMATION: MR G DAVIES
G.DAVIES@WGSWITNEY.ORG.UK

- COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course is aimed at pupils wishing to gain 3 GCSEs for Science – Biology, Chemistry and Physics.
The Triple Science course is most suited to pupils wishing to take science further than GCSE as it
provides a deeper and broader foundation for A Level science studies than the Double Award (Science
and Additional Science). It allows you to engage with the course by extending the science they come
across in everyday life.
For example:
• How the ultrastructure of a cell is linked to processes within it?
• How concerned should we be about the extinction rate of species today?
• How experimental data was used to infer the structure of the atom?
• How are the chemicals we use every day synthesised?
• Understanding how different structures affect the properties of materials?
• How did the development in technology of telescopes enable us to learn more about space?
Regardless of your chosen career, a knowledge of Science will mean being able to make decisions
and have opinions on issues with a full understanding of the facts. You also get an insight into
how scientists work and the exciting developments in technology due to the research carried out
worldwide. It is an ideal foundation for you to progress to more advanced studies and science related
careers. It will also result in you getting GCSEs in the individual science subjects.

- ASSESSMENT
Examinations: Each of the subjects is examined with 3, 1 hour examination papers
Example, for Biology;
Module B1: You and your genes
Module B2: Keeping healthy
Module B3: Life on Earth
Module B4: The processes of life
Module B5: Growth and development
Module B6: Brain and mind
Module B7: Further biology
The same set up exists for the Chemistry and Physics courses.
Coursework: This investigation account for 25% of the final grade
The Triple Science Course requires three full investigations – one for each of Biology, Chemistry and
Physics. The investigation involves carrying out a set practical to collect data and then completing a
written report.

- A LEVELS, COURSES AND CAREERS
This course will allow access to A levels in Biology, Chemistry or Physics. It can then lead on to
courses and careers in medicine, veterinary science, engineering, biology, chemistry, physics, geology,
computing, ecology, environmental management, sports science and many more that require a good
background understanding of the sciences.
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ADDITIONAL APPLIED SCIENCE
GCSE OCR J251

FURTHER INFORMATION: MR G DAVIES
G.DAVIES@WGSWITNEY.ORG.UK

- COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course is undertaken in Year 11, following the completion of the Core Science GCSE in Year 10. It
has a vocational and practical focus, with 60% of the final marks coming from controlled assessment
elements.
The course consists of 3 sections:
Science in Society. This covers 4 topics:
•
Sport and fitness
•
Health care
•
Monitoring and protecting the environment
•
Scientists protecting the public
Science of Materials and Production. This covers 4 topics:
•
Sports equipment
•
Stage and screen
•
Agriculture, Biotechnology and food
•
Making chemical products
Work related Portfolio (controlled assessment). This consists of 3 pieces of controlled 			
assessment work:
•
Standard procedure practicals
•
A work related report on a science-based job
•
A suitability test on an item of scientific equipment.

- ASSESSMENT
The Additional Applied Science GCSE students sit two examinations in the summer examination series
of Year 11. These are entitled “Science in Society” and “Science of Materials and Production”. Both
examinations are 1 hour long and they make up 40% of the course.
The Additional Applied Science GCSE includes a controlled assessment aspect, which makes up the
remaining 60% of the course. This is called the Work Related Portfolio, and consists of a series of
short, assessed practicals (standard procedures), a work related report and a suitability test. All course
work must be undertaken in controlled conditions, in school.

- A LEVELS, COURSES AND CAREERS
Studying core and additional applied science is not suitable for students who wish to study science at
AS or A level. Courses and careers that would use this qualification are many and varied; from college
courses in Child Care and Car Maintenance, to careers in many science-based practical areas.
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ART AND DESIGN
GCSE AQA 4201

FURTHER INFORMATION: MR N HAMILTON
N.HAMILTON@WGSWITNEY.ORG.UK

- COURSE DESCRIPTION
Art and Design at Key Stage 4 offers you the opportunity to use your imagination and develop ideas
through to a finished piece of work. We offer a range of media and approaches including: relief
printmaking, drawing and painting, graphic design, three-dimensional design, ceramics and textiles.
The aims of the course are to:
•
•
•
•

Research into theme, topic or subject
Study other artists, movements and cultures
Develop ideas using a range of media techniques
Realise a finished piece of work

- ASSESSMENT
The course is structured into two parts:
Coursework 60%. Presentation of a portfolio of work, undertaken over 2 years (must include a
minimum of two projects).
Examination 40%. This will be externally set, starting in January of Year 11. Students will have ten
weeks to prepare for the timed test, working with the support of their teacher. At the end of this
period there will be a 10 hour examination realising a finished piece of work based on preparation
work.
All units of work involve preparation pieces and a finished piece of work.
All staff offer support to you after school for one hour thirty minutes every week.
Assessment will occur throughout the course. You will learn how to develop their own critical
judgments of their own work and other artists. Much emphasis is placed on independent study with
set home works of between 1½ hours and 2 hours each week.

- A LEVELS, COURSES AND CAREERS
The course offers you an opportunity to develop: creative thinking, independent work, knowledge/
skills using a range of media, and presenting information/ideas in a lively and stimulating way. These
skills are not confined to Art and Design but are relevant to most areas of working life.
Careers in Art and Design include the following: graphics, fashion, furniture, industrial, interior and
theatre design.
Students from an Art and Design background are increasingly successful in the media industry.
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BUSINESS STUDIES
GCSE EDEXCEL 2BS01

FURTHER INFORMATION: MRS A HALE
A.HALE@WGSWITNEY.ORG.UK

- COURSE DESCRIPTION
GCSE Business offers an exciting insight into how businesses operate in the real world, from small
sole traders to global multinational companies. It is relevant to everyone’s lives.
The course consists of 3 units:
Unit 1 & 2 Introduction to Small Business – these units cover the key issues and skills involved in
enterprise. The emphasis is on starting and running small businesses and the key functions of
marketing, finance, human and operational issues.
Unit 3 Building a Business – this unit builds on units 1 & 2 and looks at the key issues in developing
understanding of medium and large sized businesses. It incorporates external factors such as the
environment and ethical behaviour, as well as marketing and people management.
You will learn about the world of business through research and investigation as well as through
practical tasks, discussions, videos, creating posters, ICT and formal exercises.
You must have an interest in business, how business are set up and what it is that makes someone
a great entrepreneur. You need to be good at communicating and explaining ideas, not afraid of
learning new things and working with numbers to solve business problems.

- ASSESSMENT
Unit 1: Introduction to small business – examination 25%
Unit 3: Building a business - examination - 75%
Unit 2: Introduction to small business - controlled assessment - 25 %
The Controlled Assessment is a report based on research and analysis of a given enterprise task e.g.
Choose a local business that has three competitors in the locality. What is the most important way in
which the business you have chosen competes with its rivals?
6 hours are allocated to research and 3 hours to writing up the report in supervised examination
conditions.

- A LEVELS, COURSES AND CAREERS
A GCSE in Business Studies prepares you for:
• Further & higher education, (AS/A2, BTEC, NVQs, University)
• Work in a business related profession such as accounting, law, marketing, leisure & tourism.
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CATERING
GCSE WJEC 4730LA

FURTHER INFORMATION: MISS R CORNISH
R.CORNISH@WGSWITNEY.ORG.UK

- COURSE DESCRIPTION
During the course various practical tasks will be undertaken. There are four main areas of study: The
Catering Industry, Nutrition and Menu Planning, Food Production and Technological Developments.
There will be an opportunity to develop a wide range of skills including modification of recipes to
produce new ideas for food products. There will be at least one practical session per week.
You will also be given the opportunity to gain the Food Hygiene Certificate qualification as part of the
course.
PLEASE NOTE:
You will need to purchase chefs whites (jacket and hat) at a discounted price through school.
You will also need to provide your own ingredients for all practical work.

- ASSESSMENT
There are two controlled practical assessments (60% total)
Practical Assessment 1, worth 20% of the final grade, takes place in Year 10 over a series of lessons.
The 15 hour task is taken from a selection set by the examination board. The task requires you to
research, plan, prepare, cook and present four dishes in a two hour practical examination. Written
supporting material is required which should be no longer than eight sides of A4 paper.
Practical Assessment 2, worth 40% of the final grade, takes place in Year 11 over a series of lessons.
The 30 hour task is taken from a selection set by the examination board. The task requires you to
research, plan, prepare, cook and present a two course meal in a two hour practical examination. The
research should be presented to the group in a verbal and written report. Written supporting material
should not exceed 20 sides of A4 paper.
Both assessment tasks are set by the examination board. Each assessment will be marked by the
teacher.
There is one written examination (40%) total. This is taken in Year 11 and is a 75 minute written
examination which tests the understanding of the course content

- A LEVELS, COURSES AND CAREERS
•
•
•

A level Food
Any Catering diploma at Further Education Colleges
Any employment/training in the Food industry.
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COMPUTER SCIENCE
GCSE AQA 4512

FURTHER INFORMATION: MRS I TYLEE
I.TYLEE@WGSWITNEY.ORG.UK

- COURSE DESCRIPTION
GCSE Computer Science is all about computer systems and programming. Computing is of enormous
importance to the economy and the world around us and Computer Science is often seen as an
‘underpinning’ subject across science and engineering.
You must have an interest in Computers and how they work, as well as an understanding on what
users’ would need in their use of IT.
You will also need to have a logical mind and have the resilience and perseverance to overcome
programming challenges. You will be developing your problem solving skills and an interest in
Mathematics and Physics would be helpful as well.
The course consists of 2 Units:
Unit 1: Practical Programming:
In this section you will need to complete 2 tasks out of a choice of 4 in 50 hours (25 hours each). You
will be required to work under controlled conditions and independently.
Unit 2: Computing Fundaments:
In this section you will learn about the computer system and the principles of programming. You will
cover:
•
•
•
•
•

How a computer functions – it’s hardware, the processor (CPU), memory and storage requirements
Networking and the use of web applications
The software development life cycle and prototyping
Database concepts
Programming concepts – structures, program controls, testing, error handling, algorithms and use
of external source code.

- ASSESSMENT
Unit 1: Practical Programming
Controlled assessment 30% each (60% in total)
Unit 2: Computing Fundaments
40% examination at the end of year 11 		
The Controlled Assessment – Practical Programming
The tasks are set by the examination board and you will be given the choice of 2 out of 4 tasks.
You will need to work independently and demonstrate your ability to code a solution to a given
problem. The tasks will be set in engaging and relevant contexts – e.g. gaming, web or mobile phone
applications.

- A LEVELS, COURSES AND CAREERS
Studying a GCSE in Computer Science will develop your knowledge and skills and provide the perfect
progression to A level Computer Science, vocational courses and on to degree level courses in areas
of computing, engineering and science. It will provide a sound preparatory basis for IT qualifications in
industry.
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DESIGN TECHNOLOGY GRAPHIC PRODUCTS
EDEXCEL 2GR01

FURTHER INFORMATION: MR K TURNER
K.TURNER@WGSWITNEY.ORG.UK

- COURSE DESCRIPTION
GCSE Graphic Products covers a wide range of projects including packaging, point-of-sale display,
interior design and 3D product (concept) design. The course looks at a variety of skills needed for
presenting and producing design ideas in two and three dimensions. Some work is drawn by hand
but other tasks will require the use of ICT. At the end of the course a design folder documents the
research, design, construction and evaluation of a graphic product.

- ASSESSMENT
There are two units:
Unit 1: Coursework - Creative Design & Make Activities (60%)
Completion of a design folder and a practical piece during controlled time of 40 hours which is
internally and externally assessed. Marked out of 100 (design 50 marks/make 50 marks)
Unit 2: Examination - Knowledge & Understanding (40%)
One examination paper of 1½ hours at the end of the course applying knowledge and understanding
of Graphic Products through multiple choice, short answer and extended writing type questions.
Externally assessed and marked out of 80.

- A LEVELS, COURSES AND CAREERS
•
•
•

Product Design ‘A’ level /’A’ level Art & Design
Graphic Design ‘A’ courses at Further Education Colleges/BTEC National Diplomas in Art and Design
or Media
Careers in Graphic Design/Media and any career where visual design is required e.g. advertising,
web design, marketing, and printing.
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DESIGN TECHNOLOGY RESISTANT MATERIALS
EDEXCEL 2RM01

FURTHER INFORMATION: MR K TURNER
K.TURNER@WGSWITNEY.ORG.UK

- COURSE DESCRIPTION
GCSE Resistant Materials covers a wide range of activities based on design and making products that
are manufactured using materials such as wood, metal and plastic in many forms. As well as learning
hand skills, you will use a range of industrial processes to shape and form materials into functioning
products. Over the two years you will develop a whole range of creative designing and making skills,
technical knowledge and understanding. At the end of the course you will have produced a design
folder showing how your ideas have developed and made a quality product. GCSE Resistant Materials
covers a wide range of activities based on design and making products that are manufactured using
materials such as wood, metal and plastic in many forms. As well as learning hand skills, you will use
a range of industrial processes to shape and form materials into functioning products. Over the two
years you will develop a whole range of creative designing and making skills, technical knowledge and
understanding. At the end of the course you will have produced a design folder showing how your
ideas have developed and made a quality product.

- ASSESSMENT
There are two units:
Unit 1: Coursework - Creative Design & Make Activities (60%)
Completion of a design folder and a practical piece during controlled time of 40 hours which is
internally and externally assessed. Marked out of 100 (design 50 marks/make 50 marks)
Unit 2: Examination - Knowledge & Understanding (40%)
One examination paper of 1½ hours at the end of the course applying knowledge and understanding
of Resistant Materials Technology through multiple choice, short answer and extended writing type
questions. Externally assessed and marked out of 80

- A LEVELS, COURSES AND CAREERS
•
•
•

Product Design A level
Practical skills courses at Further Education College
Apprenticeships in all building and joinery careers.
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DRAMA
GCSE EDEXCEL 2DR01

FURTHER INFORMATION: MISS J DAVIDSON
J.DAVIDSON@WGSWITNEY.ORG.UK

- COURSE DESCRIPTION
In year 10 you will take part in a mock unit 1 based on a chosen stimuli, you will also explore the play
Lizzie Bordon as a mock unit 2 assessment. You will have the opportunity to take part in a Pantomime
workshop at the Chipping Norton Theatre and as well as watching the pantomime. You will then use
this experience to create your own pantomime to perform to a lower school class as well as take
the chosen class through a pantomime workshop. In Term 5 you will produce 1 piece of controlled
assessment coursework and take part in 6 x 1 hour practical sessions under controlled assessment
based on an agreed theme. You will also complete a mock Live Theatre evaluation, this will involve a
trip to the theatre.
In year 11 you will again take part in 6 x 1 hour practical sessions under controlled assessment and
produce 1 written piece of coursework under controlled assessment based on a studied play. You will
have the opportunity to visit the Theatre again to allow you to complete a Live Theatre evaluation as
part of unit 2. From term 3 of year 11 you will be in groups of 4-6 rehearsing and devising for your
practical examination which is worth 40% of your final GCSE marks.
There are ongoing assessments every term and a mock examination in year 10 and year 11 to make
sure that you are on track to achieve your target grade.

- ASSESSMENT
Unit 1 Drama Exploration: 30%: (60 marks)
6 hour workshop (40 marks)
Documentary Response based on workshop (20 marks)
This unit of coursework is concerned with the use of drama to explore ideas and issues in response to
stimulus material selected from different times and cultures. You have the opportunity to use drama
forms to deepen their knowledge and understanding of an idea or issue and to communicate this
understanding through the medium of drama. Internal Controlled Assessment.
Unit 2 Exploring Play Texts : 30% : (60 marks)
6 x 1 hour workshops (30 marks)
Documentary Response based on workshops (10 marks)
Live Theatre evaluation (20 marks)
This unit of coursework is concerned with the exploration of a complete and substantial play chosen
by the centre. The purpose of this unit is to give you knowledge and understanding of the ways in
which playwrights, performers, directors and designers use the medium of drama to communicate
their ideas to an audience. Internal Controlled Assessment.
Unit 3 Drama Performance: 40%: (80 marks)
Assessed on Voice and Movement (20 marks)
Roles and Characterisation (20 marks)
Communication (20 marks)
Content style and form (20 marks)
This paper is concerned with the skills required in drama to perform work to an audience. You have
the opportunity to demonstrate their skills as performers or in a theatre craft using any appropriate
material as a stimulus for performance. Externally Assessed.

- A LEVELS, COURSES AND CAREERS
There are many things you can go on to do with a GCSE in Drama. You could go on to take an A
level in Drama and Theatre Studies, a BTEC National Certificate or a Diploma in Performing Arts or
Performance Design and Technology.
You might wish to go onto a job where it is useful to have had experience of Drama or where you will
need to use some of the skills developed during this course.
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FRENCH
GCSE AQA 4655

FURTHER INFORMATION: MRS J COCHRAN
J.COCHRAN@WGSWITNEY.ORG.UK

- COURSE DESCRIPTION
You will continue to practise and develop the skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing in the
context of the following topics:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Healthy lifestyle
Relationships and Choices
Leisure, including free time and the media, new technology and shopping
Holidays
Home and the Environment
School and Education
Current and Future Jobs

Those who are studying both French and German in Year 9 can choose to continue with both
languages or just one, this does not have to be the one that you started with in Year 7.

- ASSESSMENT
You are assessed in the four skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing
Unit 1: Listening (20%)
Unit 2: Reading (20%)
Units 1 and 2 are in the form of examinations at the end of the course in Year 11
Unit 3: Speaking (30%)
Unit 4: Writing (30%)
Units 3 and 4 are controlled assessments which are carried out during the two year course. You will
complete a minimum of two controlled assessments for Speaking and two controlled assessments for
Writing.

- A LEVELS, COURSES AND CAREERS
Communication between countries has never been more important than it is now, and that means
that the learning of foreign languages in schools takes on a new significance. Your generation has
the opportunity to visit, to work and even to settle down in France, Germany and other European
countries.
You will find that a Modern Language may be useful in an increasing number of careers including
Travel and Tourism, Media Education, International Banking and Public Relations. Many universities
are also beginning to request a language as an entry requirement to their courses.
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GEOGRAPHY
GCSE AQA 9030

FURTHER INFORMATION: MR R MEADOWS
R.MEADOWS@WGSWITNEY.ORG.UK

- COURSE DESCRIPTION
Most major stories in the news recently can be linked to the GCSE Geography course. The issues
arising from migration into Britain, Energy security and debate (Nuclear, wind or the Severn Barrage),
Flooding, Climate Change, Deindustrialisation and growth of the NICs such as China, Globalisation
and the Credit Crunch all relate to economic Geography. The need for urban regeneration, brownfield
versus greenfield development debates and even rising unemployment and crime figures are
assessed in relation to urban and social structure and change.
The world is an increasingly connected place and geography enables you to study how these different
aspects fit together. It also helps you to understand about the future and helps you to learn the
importance of acting responsibly and in a sustainable way.
There are 6 modules to be covered over two years. Each year there is some flexibility over which units
are taught depending on stories in the news and choice of controlled assessment title.
Physical Geography					Human Geography
Restless Earth						Changing Urban Environment
Challenge or Weather and Climate			
Population Change
Water on the land						The Development Gap
The Coastal Zone						Tourism
You will investigate themes in the class through formal exercises, storyboards, role-play, discussion,
watching videos, writing letters, drawing posters, using ICT.
You will be given the opportunity to do fieldwork in and out of school and to go on a Geography
residential trip to Overstrand in Norfolk – three nights to explore Urban Regeneration in Norwich and
coastal processes and management (along the North Norfolk Coast).

- ASSESSMENT
Controlled Assessment
There is one piece of controlled assessment worth 25% of the overall grade. This will be a study
following some fieldwork.
Examination
There are two papers:
1. Unit 1: Physical Geography – Written paper 1½ hours – 37.5% of final grade
2. Unit 2: Human Geography – Written paper 1½ hours – 37.5% of grade

- A LEVELS, COURSES AND CAREERS
“Geographers look at issues from a wide perspective and develop a range of transferable skills which
are attractive to a very broad range of future employers” (Prospects Graduate Careers website, 2013).
It is also considered to be a facilitating subject should you choose to go onto to University and wish to
study at one of the Russell Group universities.
Typically, you would go on to complete Geography A Level and can then go onto have jobs in
Management and Law, the Financial Sector, Education, Further Masters training and Town Planning
as well as other professions more specific to Geography such as Meteorology or River Catchment
Management!
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GERMAN
GCSE AQA 4665

FURTHER INFORMATION: MRS J COCHRAN
J.COCHRAN@WGSWITNEY.ORG.UK

- COURSE DESCRIPTION
You will continue to practise and develop the skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing in the
context of the following topics:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Healthy lifestyle
Relationships and Choices
Leisure, including free time and the media, new technology and shopping
Holidays
Home and the Environment
School and Education
Current and Future Jobs

Those who are studying both French and German in Year 9 can choose to continue with both
languages or just one, this does not have to be the one you started with in Year 7.

- ASSESSMENT
You are assessed in the four skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing
Unit 1: Listening (20%)
Unit 2: Reading (20%)
Units 1 and 2 are in the form of examinations at the end of the course in Year 11
Unit 3: Speaking (30%)
Unit 4: Writing (30%)
Units 3 and 4 are controlled assessments which are carried out during the two year course. You will
complete a minimum of two controlled assessments for Speaking and two controlled assessments for
Writing.

- A LEVELS, COURSES AND CAREERS
Communication between countries has never been more important than it is now, and that means
that the learning of foreign languages in schools takes on a new significance. Your generation has
the opportunity to visit, to work and even to settle down in France, Germany and other European
countries.
You will find that a Modern Language may be useful in an increasing number of careers including
Travel and Tourism, Media Education, International Banking and Public Relations. Many universities
are also beginning to request a language as an entry requirement to their courses.
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HISTORY
GCSE AQA 9145

FURTHER INFORMATION: MISS S TRANTER
S.TRANTER@WGSWITNEY.ORG.UK

- COURSE DESCRIPTION
Why study History?
•

History explains why the world today is the way it is.

•

History teaches you skills you can use in other subjects, like making judgements and processing
information.

•

History helps you develop the skills to look beyond the headlines, to ask questions properly, and to
express your own opinions.

•

History teaches you how to construct arguments.

•

History helps you understand the origins of modern political and social problems.

•

History lets you learn how and why people behaved as they did,

•

History provides you with the skills employers are looking for – working independently or with
other people, writing skills, information gathering, considering a range of different opinions,
making judgements and evaluating.

You will study 2 units:
1. International Relations in the 20th Century, which currently includes:
Peacemaking 1918-1919 and the League of Nations
Hitler’s Foreign Policy and the origins of the Second World War
The Origins of the Cold War 1945-60
2. 20th Century Depth Studies, which are currently:
The Roaring ‘20s: USA 1919-1929
Hitler’s Germany 1929-1945
The USA and Vietnam 1954-1975
There is also an opportunity to go on a residential trip to Ypres in Belgium to visit the First War
battlefields.

- ASSESSMENT
Both examinations will be taken at the end of Year 11, totalling 75% of the final grade. They consist of
short description questions, longer explanation questions, and questions using source material.
A third examined unit is the controlled assessment, which accounts for 25% of the final grade.
There are 2 pieces of controlled assessment, which will be written in class. Both pieces will be about
Britain at war – the different methods of fighting during the First and Second World Wars, and why
Britain and her allies were victorious in both wars.

- A LEVELS, COURSES AND CAREERS
Studying history does not mean you have to become a history teacher! Recent students at Wood
Green have gone to university to study Government and Politics, Business and English among others.
Many careers which welcome a study of history include: the legal profession, politics, publishing,
journalism, media, business and commerce, the public sector and the charity and voluntary sectors.
History is also valued for those moving into further education – whether it be college, A Levels, or
university.
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HOME ECONOMICS & CHILD DEVELOPMENT
GCSE OCR J441

FURTHER INFORMATION: MRS J WADHAM
J.WADHAM@WGSWITNEY.ORG.UK

- COURSE DESCRIPTION
We are pleased to be able to offer GCSE Home Economics & Child Development. This course
focuses on the progress of a child from conception to the age of five, developing knowledge and
understanding in all aspects of child development.

- ASSESSMENT
The assessment is made up of three mandatory units:
1. Child Development Short Tasks - 30% of the total marks (20 marks per task)
Controlled assessment 21 hours in total, 7 hours per task.
Three short tasks are completed under controlled assessment conditions set by the examination
board. You must submit 3 short tasks chosen from a list provided by OCR. The 3 tasks should focus on
different practical skills and knowledge.
2. Child Study Task- 30% of the total marks (60 marks)
Controlled assessment 22 hours
You must submit one individual task chosen from a list of themes provided by OCR which will assess a
variety of skills.
3. Principles of Chid Development – 40% of the total marks (80 marks)
1½ hour written paper.
This written examination will include questions on the family and parenting, preparation for
pregnancy and birth, physical development, nutrition and health, intellectual, social and emotional
development and community support.

- A LEVELS, COURSES AND CAREERS
•
•
•

You may go on to study Health and Social Care here at school at A Level
You may choose to go on to College to study Child Care at levels 2 or 3
You may wish to do an apprenticeship in Child Care

Furthermore, these courses may lead to job opportunities in schools, nurseries, hospitals etc.
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MEDIA STUDIES
GCSE AQA 4812

FURTHER INFORMATION: MISS H SMY
H.SMY@WGSWITNEY.ORG.UK

- COURSE DESCRIPTION
The GCSE Media Studies course is designed to enable you to critically understand the role of the
media in daily life. The four key concepts studied are: Media Language, Audience, Representation and
Institution. Media platforms studied may include:
•
•
•
•

Print and Electronic Publishing
Moving Image
Radio
Web-based Technologies/New Media

The course encourages an understanding of how to use the key media concepts to analyse media
products and provides the opportunity for hands-on practical work. During the study of the course,
you will learn a range of production skills including pre-production storyboarding, scripting, and
planning, as well as filming, recording and editing. Learning how to evaluate media products – both
their own and real-world examples - is a key feature of the course.

- ASSESSMENT
Unit 1: Investigating the Media 40%
Written Paper – 1½ hours
External Assessment
Based on pre-released topic (changed annually) with guidance and stimulus
Unit 2: Understanding the Media 60%
Controlled Assessment taken from banks of set assignments.
Three Assignments:
•
•
•

Introductory assignment
Cross-media assignment – 1000 words
Practical Production and Evaluation – 12 pages of analysis and research

- A LEVELS, COURSES AND CAREERS
English Language and Literature, Music Technology, Drama, Business Studies, Film Studies and Media
Studies A-Levels and other further education courses follow on from these subjects.
Careers which link to Media Studies include: journalism, marketing, advertising and business.

24

MUSIC
GCSE EDEXCEL 2MU01

FURTHER INFORMATION: MR J COX
J.COX@WGSWITNEY.ORG.UK

- COURSE DESCRIPTION
The GCSE in Music is designed to allow you to study music in an integrated way looking at performing,
composing, listening, and appraising with opportunities to use music technology. There is no
emphasis on one type of music and you get the opportunity to learn about many different styles of
music.
The course is split into 3 units of work and you study different types of music through listening and
appraising, performing and composing. 60% of the course is coursework and lessons will reflect the
bias towards a more practical nature. There are three areas in which you are assessed by the Exam
board:
•
•
•

Performing 30%
Composing 30%
Listening and Appraising 40%

- ASSESSMENT
Performing - 30%.
You have to complete two recorded performances towards the end of the course. One must be a solo
performance and one with other students (ensemble). Students who do not play an instrument can
use the computer to create a track instead of the solo performance (sequenced performance) and
record a band in the recording studio instead of the ensemble performance (multitracking).
Composing - 30%.
This involves composing pieces to a brief. The biggest difference between year 9 and GCSE will be that
you have to work on your own to produce compositions. You should complete 2 compositions using
music technology or traditional instruments/voice.
Listening Exam - 40%.
This is taken in the summer of year 11 and tests your knowledge of key words and listening skills. You
will be tested on set works that you have been studying during the course. You will not be tested on
unfamiliar music. The set works are taken from a range of musical styles and give you an interesting
insight into these different genres.

- A LEVELS, COURSES AND CAREERS
Students studying Music GCSE often go on to study Music A Level and Music Technology A Level. You
can also study music and music technology at degree level. Careers in music are varied and you can
become a performer, a composer, a teacher, a sound engineer, a music administrator in a theatre or
concert hall, a broadcaster or a manager for an orchestra. These are just a few examples of the variety
of exciting opportunities in the music industry.
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION
GCSE EDEXCEL 2PE01, 3PE01

FURTHER INFORMATION: MR S BURGE
S.BURGE@WGSWITNEY.ORG.UK

- COURSE DESCRIPTION
Physical Education is delivered through a combination of practical and classroom based lessons. This
examination course will give you the opportunity to develop your practical sports skills and also learn
the theoretical aspects of anatomy and exercise physiology (how the human body responds and
adapts to exercise), diet and nutrition and sports injuries.
Students who succeed in this course will have a keen interest in the world of sport and exercise
and have the desire to develop their own practical performance through training, analysis
and competition. You will be interested in watching sport and understanding how to improve
performance. You will be interested in the science of sport and how physical activity and training
affects different aspects of the human body.

- ASSESSMENT
You will be assessed in 2 (short course) or 4 (full course) physical activities through live practical
examinations; this will form 48% of the total award. For any of the chosen activities you may be
assessed as a performer, coach or official.
The analysis of performance of one chosen activity will form a further 12% of the award. For your
chosen activity you must understand and apply the rules and terminology, observe and evaluate the
physical & technical aspects of a live performance, analyse the strengths & weaknesses and then
discuss a detailed action plan for the improvement of performance. This will be examined through a
written report, presentation or oral interview.
The written examination paper in the summer term will be 1 hour (short course) or 1.5 hours (full
course). It will cover all aspects of the theoretical course specification and is worth a total of 40% of
the award.

- A LEVELS, COURSES AND CAREERS
A natural progression would be to study A Level Physical Education at Sixth Form and then consider
possible careers in sports coaching, Physical Education teaching, physiotherapy, and other roles within
the sports and leisure industry.
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
SHORT / FULL COURSE GCSE AQA 4055

FURTHER INFORMATION: MRS D PADFIELD
D.PADFIELD@WGSWITNEY.ORG.UK

- COURSE DESCRIPTION
All students take GCSE AQA Religious Studies – Ethics, Religion and Life Issues.
This examination is taken at the end of Year 10 and is a short course and so produces a half
GCSE qualification. There is no coursework and for the ‘Ethics’ only qualification there is only one
examination
The Course consists of: Religion and Prejudice, Religion and animal rights, Religion and Early life and a
unit on Religion, War and Peace.
We offer an option for a student to combine their ‘Ethics’ studies with 4 units of Philosophy and thus
complete a full course GCSE in Religious Studies.
The Philosophy option contains four units (similar in length to the Ethics units) and means that you
will have to take another examination at the end of Year 10, two examinations in total.
The Philosophy course consists of: The existence of God, The problem of evil and suffering,
Immortality and Science and religion,

- ASSESSMENT
There is no coursework and for the ‘Ethics’ only qualification there is only one examination. If you
opt for the Full course there will be two examinations at the end of Year 10 and each one lasts for 1½
hours.
There will be a question on each unit and each question consists of 5 sections all having various levels
of knowledge and understanding required.

- A LEVELS, COURSES AND CAREERS
A level Religious Studies is an obvious choice but so too is Sociology and Psychology.
There is no real limit to the careers you can pursue with a GCSE or A level in Religious Studies.
Most students tend towards careers involving interaction with people; the law, education, Human
Resources, charity work, the administration of the NHS and other large organisations that have a
variety of roles to play in society.
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THE ASDAN CHALLENGE PROGRAMME
BRONZE / SILVER / GOLD

FURTHER INFORMATION: MRS N GODFREY
N.GODFREY@WGSWITNEY.ORG.UK

- COURSE DESCRIPTION
The ASDAN Challenge Programme is a two year practical course aiming to develop your skills in the
following areas:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Team work
Independence
Planning
Research
Problem Solving
Improving Mathematics, English and Information Technology

The ASDAN Challenge Programme includes the following modules:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Communication
The Community
Sport and Leisure
Home Management
The Environment
Number Handling
Health and Survival
World of Work
Science and Technology
The Wider World
Expressive Arts
Beliefs and Values

- ASSESSMENT
To gain the ASDAN qualification you are required to develop a portfolio of evidence to demonstrate
they have covered the relevant topics and developed their skills accordingly. Lessons are highly
interactive and include discussion, completing a research project and planning, preparing and
delivering presentations.
The following three levels of qualification are achieved over the 2 year period:
ASDAN Bronze
ASDAN Silver
ASDAN Gold
The ASDAN Challenge Programme is all coursework based and there is no examination.
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HORTICULTURE
PRACTICAL HORTICULTURAL SKILLS

FURTHER INFORMATION: MR J BUNTING
J.BUNTING@WGSWITNEY.ORG.UK

- COURSE DESCRIPTION
Horticulture is a very practical, ‘hands on’ course that operates outside in all weathers. It offers you
an experience of horticulture which will improve employment skills. You must be motivated and
prepared to undertake manual and at times, dirty tasks. You will be expected to wear appropriate,
non-school uniform during outdoor lessons. During the course visits will be made to the Common
Leys Campus, Garden Centres, Nurseries, Parks and Gardens in the local area.
The Core Units:
•
•
•
•

Prepare ground for sowing and planting
Plant container grown subjects
Apply organic mulch to a bed or border
Water a bed, border or area of plants in containers, using handheld equipment

- ASSESSMENT
Health and Safety is a key element of the course.

- A LEVELS, COURSES AND CAREERS
Those studying the course in the past four years have been able to further their studies in Horticulture
(Level 2) at Abingdon & Witney College, Common Leys Campus – Hailey.
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