GCSE Course Options and Information Booklet
September 2019 entry

THE HEADTEACHER’S MESSAGE TO YEAR 9 STUDENTS
I am delighted to introduce you to the Year 9 to 10 Options programme for 2019-20. In September you will
begin Key Stage 4. You will continue to learn some subjects that are compulsory because they give you skills
that everyone needs, whatever you plan to do in the future. You will also, for the first time, have some
choice over what you learn.
The information we provide will explain which subjects are compulsory and which are in our options
programme. Where you do have choice there are many factors to consider before you make your decision:
what you enjoy; what your strengths are; what the course consists of; what you want to do after Year 11 and
in the future. You may not yet know what you want to do as a future career, in which case make choices
that keep your options open and be aspirational! Discuss your choices with your family, your tutor and
teachers or our careers advisor. Ultimately, you must make choices that are right for you. I do urge you to
read the advice in this booklet carefully.
I wish you well in making your choices. Also, remember that the work you do this year is important and will
influence what grades you achieve at the end of Year 11, so continue to work hard and do your best in all your
subjects this year.
Mr. R W Shadbolt
Headteacher
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INTRODUCTION
The subjects that you choose to study for GCSE can have a major impact on the courses you will be able to
study at A level and degree level, or the career path you choose to take. Having the right guidance and
information now will give you a much clearer picture when the time comes to make up your mind.
This GCSE Course Guidance and Information booklet aims to help you make an informed decision when
choosing your courses for GCSE and beyond. We hope this will be of use to you and your parents.

CURRICULUM FOR 2019/21
Following a successful implementation last year, we will again offer a pathway curriculum for students
commencing Year 10 in September 2019. Our curriculum will remain challenging, relevant and aspirational
and allow all to be successful whilst providing a pathway for all to post 16 education. Students will have the
choice to study either four option subjects or three, for those who choose the four-option pathway then the
fourth option will be separate science, one period of which will be taught Period 5 on a Wednesday. All
students who opt for four option subjects must be committed to staying on a Wednesday Period 5 throughout
the two year GCSE course. Hence, the first decision to make is whether you will select three options or four, if
you are selecting three options please complete the green options form however, if you are going for four
please pick the blue form.
We are also offering two exciting courses in collaboration with Abingdon and Witney College, Hair and Beauty
and Construction Skills. These courses will be delivered one afternoon per week with the day to be decided
nearer the time, the school will transport students to the college, however, we will not be able to transport
students home as the lessons will not finish until approximately 4.00pm, students will not be able to catch a
school bus home either.
For those students picking three options there will be an opportunity to study for an extra qualification in
Digital Information Technology. This is a level two BTEC qualification, equivalent to a GCSE grade 4-9, more
information regarding this qualification is available later in the booklet. For those students who wish, rather
than studying for the Digital Information Technology qualification, there will be an opportunity to either
attend study sessions where students will have the opportunity to catch up on homework/coursework or
extra English lessons to support progress towards grades 4 and 5 in their GCSE.

THE CORE SUBJECTS THAT ALL OF YOU WILL STUDY
The following table shows the number of lessons per fortnight
SUBJECT

HOURS STUDIED PER FORTNIGHT

ENGLISH (Literature and Language)

8

MATHEMATICS

7

DOUBLE SCIENCE (Trilogy or Synergy)

9

SEPARATE SCIENCES; BIOLOGY, CHEMISTRY, PHYSICS

13

PHYSICAL EDUCATION (Core)

3

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT

1
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Science
We offer three Science pathways




Separate Sciences; Biology, Chemistry and Physics
Synergy Science (double award)
Trilogy Science (double award)

You will be guided by your Science teachers to the course most appropriate for you. This will take into
account your current performance and your Year 9 assessment results. This can also be discussed with your
teachers at the Year 9 parents’ evening on the 7th March.

PROGRESS 8
Progress 8 was introduced for all schools in 2016 and replaces the 5 A*-C measure. This is a great step
forward for schools as it calculates all students’ progress throughout the GCSE courses regardless of ability.
Progress 8 encourages you to have a broad and balanced GCSE portfolio. There is strong governmental
advice about the expected spread of subjects needed for all students regardless of what you wish to do to
keep you competitive in the future.
The Progress 8 measure will be based on a student’s eight best subjects within the following criteria:

•

A double weighted GCSE Mathematics

•

A double weighted English. This can be either GCSE English Language or English Literature, whichever is
the higher grade, as long as you are entered for both qualifications

•

The three highest grades from the subjects – Separate Sciences, Synergy Science, Trilogy Science,
Computer Science, Geography, History, French or German

•

The best three grades from any of the remaining subjects included within the “Open Group”. This can
include the other English option not already counted.

The final GCSE scores from your best 8 are added together and then looked at against the score that you should
have achieved.

A

B

C (Open)

Two from:

Any three from:

The English not used in column
A can now be used in the calculation,
or any 3 from:

COMPUTER SCIENCE
FRENCH
GEOGRAPHY
GERMAN
HISTORY
SCIENCE

ART AND DESIGN
BUSINESS
DRAMA
HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE
MUSIC
PHYSICAL EDUCATION
DESIGN
RELIGIOUS STUDIES
DIGITAL INFORMATION TECNOLOGY

ENGLISH LANGUAGE
ENGLISH LITERATURE
MATHEMATICS

5|Page

E-BACC
The English Baccalaureate (E-Bacc) was introduced as a performance measure for schools in England in the
2010 performance tables. It is not a qualification. The measure recognises students that have achieved a
Grade 4 or better in five subjects: GCSE English, Mathematics, a Science or Computer Science, a modern
foreign language, and History or Geography. Students who are considering entry to a top university would
be best advised to choose the E-Bacc subjects. All students, where possible, should do this too, for breadth
and balance in their chosen courses.
For students hoping to go to university, the Russell Group guide on making informed choices for sixth form
education identifies “facilitating subjects” at A level. These are the subjects most likely to be required or
preferred for entry to degree courses and ones that will keep the most options open. The subjects they
identify are those included in the English Baccalaureate: English, Mathematics, the Sciences, Geography,
History, Computer Science and Languages.

HOW SHOULD I CHOOSE MY COURSES?
GCSEs offer academically demanding courses which have for many years been the main qualification for
entry to Sixth Form, College and University. As all GCSE subjects are as demanding as each other it is
important that you choose subjects that you will enjoy and are good at.
It is the school’s expectation of all year 9 students that you will choose a range of subjects so that you meet
the requirements for Progress 8. This will give you a broad and balanced curriculum that leads to lots of
different pathways. Your core subjects need to be enhanced by choosing at least one of Separate Science,
Computer Science, French, German, History or Geography.

•

All students must take at least one of: Computer Science, French, German, History or Geography

•

We strongly advise students to take a language option for GCSE particularly if you aspire to go into the sixth
form and then to university

•

For success in the sixth form and in higher education, it is highly recommended that you choose a language
and History or Geography so that you can achieve the English Baccalaureate

•

You can choose a maximum of two from Art, Drama and Music

•

Students may take two languages

•

Students may take two humanities

The Progress 8 subject spread should be suitable and advisable for all students. Should this not be the case
for you please choose your preferred subjects and you will then have the opportunity to talk this through
with Mr. Askew (d.askew@wgswitney.org.uk).
If you have a particular career in mind, check whether any particular GCSE subjects are required as acceptance for
entry to that career. You can ask Mr. Bingham (d.bingham@wgswitney.org.uk) our Careers’ Advisor for help with
this if you are uncertain or ask Mr. Armstrong, our Head of Sixth Form (m.armstrong@wgswitney.org.uk) for advice.
Try to avoid too many practical option subjects as this makes coursework demands very heavy in Year 11.
Keep your choices broad and balanced at this stage.
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CURRICULUM CHANGE AND HOW IT WILL AFFECT YOU
All GCSE curricula have changed over the last three years. At GCSE, all courses, which includes the more
creative and practical subjects, are much more academically demanding and will, in the main part, be
assessed by an examination at the end of Year 11 only. More information about individual subjects can be
found on the pages that follow.

Old to new GCSE Grading
In addition, a recent change at GCSE is that all subjects are now awarded numbers rather than letters and are
graded from 1 - 9, with 9 being the highest number grade that you can achieve. The table below converts from
old GCSE grades to the new.

SIXTH FORM
Please check with the current Sixth Form Course Guidance and Information Booklet (available on the school
website) for the entry criteria into Sixth Form. There is a general entrance requirement and subject specific
requirements.

UNIVERSITY
When applying to a university course, it is important that you consider all aspects of the entrance requirement,
including the GCSE requirements.
Please look at the Russell Group advice in a document called Informed Choices for advice about applying to
competitive universities. Follow the link below and read from page 18.
www.russellgroup.ac.uk/media/5686/informed-choices-2018-1-6th-edition-final.pdf

COLLEGE
If you are thinking of applying to a college please be aware that many college courses will require at least a
grade 4 in GCSE English Language, Mathematics and Science. There may well be other subject specific
requirements so check carefully.
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THE OPTIONAL SUBJECTS THAT WOOD GREEN SCHOOL OFFERS
ART AND DESIGN
FINE ART

BUSINESS STUDIES

COMPUTER SCIENCE

ART AND DESIGN
GRAPHIC COMMUNICATION

DESIGN

DRAMA

FRENCH

GEOGRAPHY

GERMAN

HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE

HISTORY

DIGITAL INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY

MUSIC

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

RELIGIOUS STUDIES

SEPARATE SCIENCES

HAIR AND BEAUTY

CONSTRUCTION SKILLS

ART AND DESIGN
TEXTILE DESIGN

Please note that courses will only run if we have sufficient student numbers and suitably
qualified staff to teach them and that not all combinations will be possible. However,
we will endeavour to cater for as many combinations as possible.

WHAT INFORMATION AND GUIDANCE IS AVAILABLE TO ME?
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Ask your subject teachers, and tutor
Information Exchange 27th February 2019 ‘The transition from Year 9-10’ held in the hall
Year 9 Parents’ evening 7th March 2019
Ask Mr Askew, Mr Gosnell your Head of Year or Mr Armstrong, Head of Sixth Form
Attend Taster Lessons in both core and option subjects
Ask the careers’ advisor Mr David Bingham (contact your tutor for an appointment)
Ask your parents
Access the Russell Group information – “Informed Choices”– link above
Read this Course Guidance Booklet
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WHEN ARE THE TASTER LESSONS?
The taster lessons will run week beginning Monday 4th March and week beginning Monday 11th March 2019.
We will be running a whole series in normal lesson time. New option subjects will be timetabled and you will
be able to sign up for these with your tutor. You can sample as many as you like to be certain that you have
chosen the right subjects for you. Please take advice about this from your tutor.
Once you have started your courses in September, it is very difficult to change to another course.
What should I think of when in a taster lesson for option subjects?
1.

Take note of the curriculum content – “Am I interested in the topics covered?”

2.

Ask yourself the question – “Have I got an interest in the subject outside of school?”

3.

Try to work out the necessary skills needed, for example, extended writing or critical thinking skills or strong
memory. Ask yourself “Am I good at these skills?” This is particularly important for subjects like Geography,
Business, History and Health and Social Care.

4.

Find out the answer to the question, “Can I take this subject in Sixth Form or at college if I do not choose it for
GCSE?”

5.

Find out, “Do I need this subject for my future career or university course?”

6.

Consider, “Do I enjoy the way the subject is taught?” For example, Music is very practical.

7.

Reflect on, “Does this subject mean that I have a broad selection?” Perhaps choosing all arts subjects is not a
wise move for your future career.

WHAT DO I DO NOW?
Your option form will be handed out following the Parent Information Evening on the 27th February 2019.
Please fill it in and hand it in to your tutor by Monday 18th March 2019. Make sure that your parents also sign
this to show that they approve of your choices. Remember the green form is for three options and blue is for
four.
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE; AQA 8700
COURSE DESCRIPTION
The GCSE in English Language course is designed to provide appropriate stretch and challenge whilst
ensuring that the assessment and texts are, as far as possible, accessible to all students. It enables you to
develop the skills you need to read, understand and analyse a wide range of different texts (both fiction and
non-fiction) and write clearly and accurately. During the course of study you will be taught to read and
respond to unfamiliar texts from across the 19th, 20th and 21st centuries. In addition, you will develop the
skills needed to write creatively and to present a viewpoint in imaginative and accurate ways.

ASSESSMENT
The course is linear and is assessed by two exams at the end of the two-year course. All texts will be unseen by you
prior to the exam. The paper structures are as follows:
Paper 1 – Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing (50%) (1¾ hours)
Section A: Reading

•

1 literature fiction text

•

1 short form question (1 x 4 marks)

•

2 longer form questions (2 x 8 marks)

•

1 extended question (1 x 20 marks)
Section B: Writing: descriptive or narrative writing
Paper 2 – Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives (50%) (1¾ hours)
Section A: Reading

•

1 non-fiction text and one literary non-fiction text

•

1 short form question (1 x 4 marks)

•

2 longer form questions (1 x 8, 1 x 12 marks)

•

1 extended question (1 x 16 marks)
Section B: Writing: Writing to present a viewpoint
In addition, spoken language will be assessed by the teacher and a separate mark will be given – it does not
form part of the grade for the qualification. These assessments will involve:

•
•
•

Presenting
Responding to questions and feedback
Use of Standard English

A LEVELS, COURSES AND CAREERS
English Literature and English Language and Literature, History, Drama, and Media Studies A-Levels and
further education courses follow on from these subjects.
Careers which link to English Language include: journalism, teaching, marketing, advertising and writing.
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ENGLISH LITERATURE; AQA 8702
COURSE DESCRIPTION
The GCSE in English Literature covers a range of literary texts including:

•
•
•
•

Shakespeare
19th century fiction
Poetry from different time periods
Modern prose or drama

You will not only develop the confidence to read and respond to whole texts with unfamiliar language but will also
learn how to analyse the writers’ techniques and to evaluate the effects on the reader as well as considering the
writers’ purposes. The course requires you to learn how to write academically about these texts. It has been
structured and designed to enable you to access the texts and ideas as well as stretching and challenging students to
develop their thinking and understanding of literature from a range of different writers and periods

ASSESSMENT
The course is linear and is assessed by two exams at the end of the two-year course. The paper structures are as
follows:
Paper 1 – Shakespeare and the 19th Century Novel – 40% 1¾ hours – closed book (no access to the text in the exam).
Section A - Shakespeare: You will answer one question on the play you have studied. You will be required to write in
detail about an extract from the play and then to write about the play as a whole.
Section B - The 19th Century Novel: You will answer one question on the novel you have studied. You will be
required to write in detail about an extract from the novel and then to write about the novel as a whole.
Paper 2 – Modern Texts and Poetry – 60% 2¼ hours – closed book (no access to the text in the exam)
Section A - Modern texts: You will answer one essay question from a choice of two on your studied modern prose or
drama text.
Section B - Poetry: You will answer one comparative question on one named poem printed on the paper and one
other poem from the anthology cluster you have studied.
Section C - Unseen poetry: You will answer one question on one unseen poem and one question comparing this
poem with a second unseen poem.

A LEVELS, COURSES AND CAREERS
English Literature and English Language and Literature, History, Drama, and Media Studies A-Levels and further
education courses follow on from these subjects.
Careers which link to English Literature include: journalism, teaching, marketing, advertising and writing.

FURTHER INFORMATION: MISS H SMY

H.SMY@WGSWITNEY.ORG.UK
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MATHEMATICS; Pearson Edexcel 1MA1
COURSE DESCRIPTION
The content of the course divides into five main areas:

•
•
•
•
•

Number
Algebra
Ratio and proportion
Geometry
Probability and statistics

Other aims of the course are to:

•

Develop fluent knowledge, skills and understanding of mathematical methods and concepts

•

Acquire, select and apply mathematical techniques to solve problems

•

Reason mathematically, make deductions and inferences and draw conclusions

•

Comprehend, interpret and communicate mathematical information in a variety of forms appropriate to the
information and context

ASSESSMENT
The GCSE will consist of two tiers, Foundation (grades 1-5) and Higher (grades 4-9), there is an overlap of grades
between Foundation and Higher. You must sit three exam papers at the same tier and in the same series. Each paper
will be 1½ hours long and will be equally weighted. One paper will be non-calculator whilst the other two will be
calculator papers, each will be of similar difficulty. There will be no coursework.

A LEVELS, COURSES AND CAREERS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Mathematics A level
Further Mathematics A level
Finance
Accountancy
Engineering
Computing
Many universities like to see A Level Mathematics in a student’s portfolio of A levels

FURTHER INFORMATION: MRS J FRANKLIN

J.FRANKLIN@WGSWITNEY.ORG.UK
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SCIENCE; AQA
COURSE DESCRIPTION
It is a government requirement that all GCSE students study Science at this level. It is important to have an
understanding of Science in order to appreciate the things that affect our everyday lives. For example:
Should young girls have the Cervical Cancer Vaccine? Will we live on the moon one day? Should we buy GM foods? Is
nuclear fuel the future of electricity production? How does a bullet proof vest work? Why is digital television better
than analogue? What is the car of the future?
Regardless of your chosen career, a knowledge of Science will mean being able to make decisions and have opinions
on issues with a full understanding of the facts. Students also get an insight into how scientists work and the exciting
developments in technology due to the research carried out worldwide.
OPTIONS
All GCSE courses at Wood Green are currently offered from the AQA GCSE Sciences Third Edition Syllabus:
Option 1: Separate Sciences is for students with a good level of understanding and a real commitment to the
subject. To be successful students need to be prepared to work at a faster pace in lessons and complete work to a
consistently high standard.
This option will allow students to study for three GCSE qualifications – one for each of the Sciences. It is suited to
those students who wish to study one of the Sciences at AS and A level. There are a number of ideas taught at the
end of the course that are revisited in AS teaching and students get an insight into the nature of each Science
through studying them separately.
AQA: Biology 8461; Chemistry 8462; Physics 8463
Option 2: Combined Science: Trilogy AQA 8464 - this course covers key aspects of all three sciences. The course
focuses on scientific explanations and models, and gives students an insight into how scientists develop scientific
understanding of ourselves and the world we inhabit. The course still enables students to study Science at AS or A
Level but is taught at a pace suitable for all abilities. This will result in 2 GCSE qualifications.
Option 3: Combined Science: Synergy AQA 8465 - this course covers key aspects of all three sciences. The course
focuses on scientific explanations and models, and gives students an insight into how scientists develop scientific
understanding of ourselves and the world we inhabit and is taught using real life situations and straight forward
exam questions. This will result in 2 GCSE qualifications.
OPTION 3: COMBINED SCIENCE: SYNERGY IS NOT SUITABLE FOR STUDENTS WHO WISH TO STUDY SCIENCE AT A
LEVEL.

ASSESSMENT
All three courses involve examinations at the end of Year 11.
Option 1: Separate Sciences: There are two 1¾ hour exams in each of the three areas of Science; each paper is worth
50% of the grade.
Option 2: Combined Science: Trilogy: There are six 1¼ hour exams, two in biology, two in Chemistry and two in
Physics, each paper is worth 16.7% of the grade.
Option 3: Combined Science: Synergy: There are four 1¾ hour exams, two covering Life and Environment and two
covering Physical Sciences, each paper is worth 25% of the grade.
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A LEVELS, COURSES AND CAREERS
The three courses offered allow for different routes through the Sciences. They all allow the opportunity to develop
a deeper understanding of Biology, Chemistry and Physics. The courses are designed to build new practical skills and
apply these to real life situations. Students who complete the separate and trilogy courses are well placed to go on
and study A Levels in Biology, Chemistry and Physics and then to complete courses in university such as
biotechnology, veterinary science, dentistry, nursing, pharmacy and then pursue careers in those areas. Students
who complete the synergy course are well placed to pursue courses leading to BTEC or NVQ qualifications before
going to university to complete courses.

FURTHER INFORMATION: MR G. DAVIES

G.DAVIES@WGSWITNEY.ORG.UK
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ART AND DESIGN: FINE ART; Pearson Edexcel 1FA0
COURSE DESCRIPTION
Art and Design at Key Stage 4 offers you the opportunity to develop practical skills using a range of materials,
experiment with a variety of techniques, and use your imagination to develop ideas through to a finished piece of
work. We offer a range of media and approaches including: drawing, painting, printing and sculpture/threedimensional design. The new GCSE Specification has highlighted the importance of sustained observational drawing
and written analysis; students must be prepared to explore ideas rigorously through drawing and annotation
throughout the GCSE course.
The aims of the course are to:

•

Develop ideas in response to set themes

•

Study the work of other artists, art movements and cultures

•

Record through sustained observational drawing

•

Develop ideas using a range of media and techniques

•

Realise a finished piece of work

•

The course requires a significant amount of critical written analysis

ASSESSMENT
The course is structured into two parts:
Coursework 60%. Presentation of a portfolio of work undertaken over 2 years.
Examination 40%. This will be externally set starting in January of Year 11. Students will produce preparatory studies
over the spring term working with the support of their teacher. At the end of this period there will be a 10-hour
exam realising a finished piece of work based on preparation work.
All units of work involve preparation pieces and a finished piece. All staff offer support to you after school for 1½
hours every week. Regular assessment will occur throughout the course. Much emphasis is placed on independent
study with set home works of between 1½ hours and 2 hours each week.

A LEVELS, COURSES AND CAREERS
The course offers you an opportunity to develop: creative thinking, independent work,
knowledge/skills using a range of media, and presenting information/ideas in a lively and stimulating way. These
skills are not confined to Art and Design but are relevant to most areas of working life.
Careers in Art and Design include the following: graphics, fashion, furniture, industrial, interior and theatre design.
Students from an Art and Design background are increasingly successful in the media industry.

FURTHER INFORMATION: MS E D’ARCY

E.D’ARCY@WGSWITNEY.ORG.UK
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ART AND DESIGN - GRAPHIC COMMUNICATION; Pearson Edexcel 1GC0
COURSE DESCRIPTION
Graphic Communication introduces students to a visual way of conveying information and ideas using a range of
graphic media, processes and techniques. Students will explore primary and secondary sources in their design
development working with traditional and new technologies. The balance between aesthetic and commercial
purposes will be investigated throughout the course. Areas of study might include: advertising, communication
graphics, design for print, illustration, interactive design, multi-media, package design, signage and typography. The
new GCSE Specification has highlighted the importance of sustained observational drawing and written analysis;
students must be prepared to explore ideas rigorously through drawing and annotation throughout the GCSE course.
The aims of the course are to:

•

Creatively develop ideas in response to set themes.

•

Develop critical thinking through analytical and experimental skills.

•

Develop an awareness of different work practices in the design industries.

•

Record through sustained observational drawing

•

Develop ideas using a range of media and techniques

•

Realise a finished product

ASSESSMENT
The course is structured into two parts:
Coursework 60%. Presentation of a portfolio of work undertaken over 2 years.
Examination 40%. This will be externally set starting in January of Year 11. Students will produce preparatory studies
over the spring term working with the support of their teacher. At the end of this period there will be a 10-hour
exam realising a finished piece of work based on preparation work.
All units of work involve preparatory studies and a realized outcome. All staff offer support to you after school for 1½
hours every week. Regular assessment will occur throughout the course. Much emphasis is placed on independent
study with set home works of between 1½ hours and 2 hours each week.

A LEVELS, COURSES AND CAREERS
The course offers you an opportunity to develop: creative thinking, independent work,
knowledge/skills using a range of media, and presenting information/ideas in a lively and stimulating way. These
skills are not confined to Art and Design but are relevant to most areas of working life.
Careers in Art and Design include the following: graphics, fashion, furniture, industrial, interior and theatre design.
Students from an Art and Design background are increasingly successful in the media industry.

FURTHER INFORMATION: MS E D’ARCY

E.D’ARCY@WGSWITNEY.ORG.UK
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ART AND DESIGN – TEXTILE DESIGN; Pearson Edexcel 1TD0
COURSE DESCRIPTION
Textile Design is a versatile practice that involves the creation, selection, manipulation and application of a
range of materials such as fibres, yarns and fabrics, and processes such as weaving, knitting, stitching and
printing to create designs and products. Textile designers also play an important role in the world of
fashion, theatre, performance and retail. Areas of study could include: constructed textiles, digital textiles,
dyed fabrics and printed fabrics, fashion design, installed textiles, soft furnishings and stitched and/or
embellished textiles. The new GCSE Specification has highlighted the importance of sustained observational
drawing and written analysis; students must be prepared to explore ideas rigorously through drawing and
annotation throughout the GCSE course.
The aims of the course are to:

•

Creatively develop ideas in response to set themes.

•

Develop critical thinking through analytical and experimental skills.

•

Develop an awareness of different work practices in the design industries.

•

Record through sustained observational drawing

•

Develop ideas using a range of media and techniques

•

Realise a finished product

ASSESSMENT
The course is structured into two parts:
Coursework 60%. Presentation of a portfolio of work undertaken over 2 years.
Examination 40%. This will be externally set starting in January of Year 11. Students will produce preparatory studies
over the spring term working with the support of their teacher. At the end of this period there will be a 10-hour
exam realising a finished piece of work based on preparation work.
All units of work involve preparatory studies and a realized outcome. All staff offer support to you after school for 1½
hours every week. Regular assessment will occur throughout the course. Much emphasis is placed on independent
study with set home works of between 1½ hours and 2 hours each week.

A LEVELS, COURSES AND CAREERS
The course offers you an opportunity to develop: creative thinking, independent work,
knowledge/skills using a range of media, and presenting information/ideas in a lively and stimulating way. These
skills are not confined to Art and Design but are relevant to most areas of working life.
Careers in Art and Design include the following: graphics, fashion, furniture, industrial, interior and theatre design.
Students from an Art and Design background are increasingly successful in the media industry.

FURTHER INFORMATION: MS E D’ARCY

E.D’ARCY@WGSWITNEY.ORG.UK
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BUSINESS; Pearson Edexcel 1BS0
COURSE DESCRIPTION
No matter what you do in life you will interact with businesses. Most of you will work for a firm and all of you will
buy goods and services from businesses. Apart from being a great qualification to have for university and employers,
GCSE Business teaches you to be smarter in your dealings with business, making and saving you money through life.
The course consists of two themes:
Theme1: Investigating small business where you learn about the skills needed to be an entrepreneur; how to spot a
business opportunity; putting a business idea into practice; how to make the business effective; and how external
influences like the economy affect business decisions
Theme 2: Building a business where you learn about how businesses grow and the issues involved in making
marketing, operational, financial and human resource decisions.
You will be required to work individually, as one of a pair and in groups. You will learn to give presentations and take
part in discussions.
Business is an ideal option if you want to learn how businesses thrive and what it takes to be a successful
entrepreneur. You need to be good at communicating, thinking creatively and explaining ideas; not afraid of learning
new things or working with simple numbers to solve business problems. It really helps to be interested in current
events and the world around you.

ASSESSMENT
There are formal tests at the end of each topic and mock exams in both Year 10 & 11. Final Assessment is in the form
of two written examinations each lasting 1 hour and 30 minutes.
Each paper is divided into three sections: Section A: 35 marks | Section B: 30 marks |Section C: 25 marks. Each paper
will consist of calculations, multiple-choice, short-answer and extended-writing questions. Questions in Sections B
and C will be based on business contexts given in the paper.

A LEVELS, COURSES AND CAREERS
A GCSE in Business prepares you to study or work in areas like accountancy, business management, economics,
running your own business, law, ICT, retail management, leisure management and the travel Industry.

FURTHER INFORMATION: MR R YOUNG

R.YOUNG@WGSWITNEY.ORG.UK
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COMPUTER SCIENCE; AQA 8520D
COURSE DESCRIPTION
Computer technology continues to advance rapidly and the way that technology is consumed, has been changing at
a fast pace over recent years. The growth in the use of mobile devices and web-related technologies has exploded
resulting in new challenges for employers and employees. Businesses today require an ever-increasing number of
technologically-aware individuals. This is even more so in the gaming, mobile and web related industries. With this
course, students will find themselves well equipped with the logical and computational skills necessary to succeed at
A-level, the workplace or beyond.
For this course, you must have an interest in Computers and how they work, as well as a love for problem solving.
You will need to have a logical mind and have the resilience and perseverance to overcome challenges. An interest in
Mathematics and Physics would also be helpful.
The course consists of 3 Sections:
Paper 1: Computational thinking and problem solving.
In this section, you will learn the art of computational thinking, problem solving, code tracing and applied computing
as well as theoretical knowledge of computer science.
Paper 2: Written Assessment
This paper will cover aspects of how data is represented in computer systems, computer systems, networks, cyber
security and the ethical, legal and environmental impacts of digital technology on our society.
Programming Project
The programming project develops a student's ability to use the knowledge and skills gained through the course to
solve a problem. Students will follow a systematic approach to problem solving, consistent with the skills learnt in
the theory of software development.

ASSESSMENT
Paper 1 is worth 50% of the GCSE and the exam is for 1½ hours. The exam paper will consist of a mix of multiple
choice, short answer and longer answer questions assessing a student’s practical problem solving and computational
thinking skills.
Paper 2 is worth 50% of the GCSE and the exam is for 1½ hours. The exam paper will consist of a mix of multiple
choice, short answer, longer answer and extended response questions assessing a student’s theoretical knowledge.
The Programming Project is where the student is expected to develop a computer program. They will need to design
the code, implement it and test it to ensure it solves the given problem. Students will produce an original report
outlining this development.

A LEVELS, COURSES AND CAREERS
Computer Science is a discipline, like Mathematics, Physics or History. It has a body of knowledge, established
techniques, and thinking skills, that will last students a lifetime. The core skill-set of Computer Science is
independent of new technologies and programming techniques. Therefore, studying a GCSE in Computer Science will
develop your knowledge and skills and provide the progression to A-level Computer Science, IT related
apprenticeships and degree level courses in engineering, computing, automation, robotics and science.

FURTHER INFORMATION: MRS I TYLEE

I.TYLEE@WGSWITNEY.ORG.UK
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DIGITAL INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY BTEC; Pearson Edexcel
COURSE DESCRIPTION
This qualification is available as a choice to students who are choosing the ‘3 option’ pathway. (The alternative
options are an extra English class or Study skills.)
This is a Level 2 BTEC Tech Award, which is specifically designed to provide students a glimpse into a professional
environment. Equivalent to a GCSE, these qualifications assess students through scenario-based assessments rather
than traditional exam formats and hence provide a more practical route to gaining much needed qualifications in
today’s world of commerce.
This qualification gives students the opportunity to develop knowledge and skills in a practical learning
environment, including:




The development of key skills that prove their skills in digital information technology, such as project
planning, design specifications and interpreting the users’ needs and requirements when using technology.
It will also examine the ways data is analysed and how it is used as a tool for decision making in business.
Learning the processes that motivate effective ways of working, such as project planning, the design process,
the impact of cyber security, and the legal and ethical codes of conduct that is required in businesses.

ASSESSMENT
The qualification is made up of three: two that are assessed internally and one that is assessed externally.
Component 1:
Component 2:
Component 3:

Exploring User Interface Design Principles and Project Planning Techniques
Internally assessed assignment and is 30% of the whole course
Collecting, Presenting and Interpreting Data
Internally assessed assignment and is 30% of the whole course
Effective Digital Working Practices
Externally assessed exam and is 40% of the whole course

A LEVELS, COURSES AND CAREERS
This qualification can lead onto:



A Levels, as preparation for entry to higher education in a range of subjects.
Study of a vocational qualification at Level 3, such as a BTEC National in IT, which prepares learners to enter
employment or apprenticeships, or to move on to higher education by studying a degree in the digital sector.

FURTHER INFORMATION: MRS I TYLEE

I.TYLEE@WGSWITNEY.ORG.UK
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DESIGN; Pearson Edexcel 1DT0
COURSE DESCRIPTION
GCSE Design covers a wide range of activities based on design and making products that are manufactured using
materials such as wood, metal, plastics and composites in many forms. As well as learning hand-making skills you will
use a range of industrial processes to shape and form materials into functioning products. Over the two years you
will develop a whole range of creative designing and making skills, technical knowledge and understanding. During
the course you will produce a design portfolio showing how your ideas have developed, use modelling and CAD/CAM
to develop design solutions and make a quality product.

ASSESSMENT
There are two units:
The formally assessed element of the course begins in the spring of year 10
Unit 1: Coursework - Creative Design & Make Activities (50%)
Completion of a design folder and a practical piece during controlled time of 40 hours which is internally and
externally assessed. Marked out of 100 (investigate, design, make, evaluate)
Unit 2: Examination - Knowledge & Understanding (50%)
One exam paper of 1¾ hours at the end of the course applying knowledge and understanding of Design and
Technology through multiple choice, short answer and extended writing type questions. Externally assessed and
marked out of 100.

A LEVELS, COURSES AND CAREERS
•

Product Design A level

•

BTEC Level 3 including construction, Engineering, Design

•
•
•
•

Apprenticeships in Engineering (including Rutherford Appleton Laboratory, British Aerospace and the Armed
Forces).
Architecture
Interior Design
Product Design

•

Automotive design and engineering

•

Robotics

•
•

Practical skills courses at Further Education College
Apprenticeships in all building and joinery careers

FURTHER INFORMATION: MR S DASHWOOD

S.DASHWOOD@WGSWITNEY.ORG.UK
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DRAMA; WJEC Eduquas C690QS
COURSE DESCRIPTION
GCSE Drama is an exciting, inspiring and practical course that promotes involvement in and enjoyment of
drama, as performers and designers. Additionally it provides opportunities to attend live theatre
performances and to develop skills as informed and thoughtful audience members.

ASSESSMENT
Component 1: Devising Theatre (Internally Assessed - 40% of the Qualification)
Learners will be assessed on either acting or design. Learners participate in the creation, development and
performance of a piece of devised theatre using either the techniques of an influential theatre practitioner
or a genre, in response to a stimulus set by the board. Learners must produce:




A realisation of their piece of devised theatre
A portfolio of supporting evidence
An evaluation of the final performance or design

Component 2: Performing from a Text (Externally Assessed - 20% of Qualification)
Learners will study two extracts from the same play and will participate in a performance using sections
from both extracts. Learners will be assessed on acting or design.
Component 3: Interpreting Theatre (Written Examination, 90 Minutes, 40% of Qualification)
Section A: Learners will answer a series of questions on their set text ‘DNA’ by Dennis Kelly. In preparation
learners are encouraged to study their chosen text practically as a performer, designer and director.
Section B: Learners will answer one question, from a choice of two, requiring analysis and evaluation of a
given aspect of a live theatre production seen during the course. This year students went to see An
Inspector Calls at The Everyman Theatre in Cheltenham and last year students saw War Horse at The New
Theatre, Oxford.
Course Skills: As well as acting and design skills, learners must demonstrate that they can research, work
well in a group, manage their time effectively, reflect upon and evaluate their own work (and that of others)
and analyse live productions. As a result of the course being so varied, no two lessons are the same and
homeworks are similarly diverse. Drama is not an easy GCSE, but it is extremely rewarding and learners can
expect to gain much in terms of self-confidence and communication skills, as well as developing their
knowledge and understanding of how drama and theatre is created and performed.

A LEVELS, COURSES AND CAREERS
We offer A Level Drama and Theatre Studies. We also offer 6th Form drama students the opportunity to
direct aspects of extra-curricular work, lead drama clubs, assist lower school lessons and take part in the
School Production as either a performer or backstage.
Universities and employers look favourably upon students who can demonstrate a wide range of skills, and
Drama can contribute much towards creating a ‘well-rounded individual’ for those who are prepared to
work hard at it. It does, however, demand a sensitive and considered approach as the success of group
work depends upon the concentration and commitment of every student.

FURTHER INFORMATION: Mrs A WARD

A.WARD@WGSWITNEY.ORG.UK
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FRENCH; AQA 8658 AND GERMAN; AQA 8668
COURSE DESCRIPTION
For the GCSE you will continue to practise and develop the skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing in the
context of the following topics:

•

Identity and culture

•

Local, national, international and global areas of interest

•

Current and future study and employment

ASSESSMENT
You are assessed in the four skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing at the end of the course in Year 11. You
will be entered for either Foundation or Higher tier for all four skills. You will not be allowed to use dictionaries in
any of the examinations.
Paper 1: Listening (25%) Written examination - Foundation tier 35 minutes, Higher tier 45 minutes.
Paper 2: Speaking (25%) Examination with your subject teacher - Foundation tier 7-9 minutes, Higher tier 10 -12
minutes.
Paper 3: Reading (25%) Written examination - Foundation tier 45 minutes, Higher tier 1 hour.
Paper 4: Writing (25%) Written examination - Foundation tier 1 hour, Higher tier 1¼ hours.

A LEVELS, COURSES AND CAREERS
Communication between countries has never been more important than it is now, and that means that the learning
of foreign languages in schools takes on a new significance. Your generation has the opportunity to visit, to work and
even to settle down in France, Germany and other European countries.
You will find that a Modern Language may be useful in an increasing number of careers including Travel and Tourism,
Media Education, International Banking and Public Relations. Many universities are also beginning to request a
language as an entry requirement to their courses.

FURTHER INFORMATION: MRS J SLATER

J.SLATER@WGSWITNEY.ORG.UK
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GEOGRAPHY; Pearson Edexcel 1GB0
COURSE DESCRIPTION
The aims and objectives of the GCSE Geography qualification are to enable students to build on their Key
Stage 3 knowledge and skills to:





develop and extend their knowledge of locations, places, environments and processes
gain understanding of the interactions between people and environments as well as changes in places and
processes over space and time
develop and extend their competence in a range of skills, including those used in fieldwork, in using maps
and Geographical Information Systems (GIS) and in researching secondary evidence, including digital sources
apply geographical knowledge, understanding, skills and approaches appropriately and creatively to realworld contexts, including fieldwork, and to contemporary situations and issues

For each unit a wide range of examples and some more in-depth case studies are used at local, national and
global levels. Contemporary issues such as globalisation, poverty, famine, disease, extreme weather, global
warming and natural hazards are examined, many recently reported in the news or possibly as they happen.

ASSESSMENT
Unit 1: Global
Geographical Issues

Unit 2: UK Geographical Issues

Unit 3: People &
Environment Issues –
Making Geographical
Decisions

37.5% of the
qualification

37.5% of the qualification

25% of the
qualification

Content overview

Content overview

Content overview










Topic 1: Hazardous Earth
Topic 2: Development
dynamics
Topic 3: Challenges of an
urbanising world




Topic 4: The UK’s evolving physical
landscape including sub-topics 4A:
Coastal change and conflict and 4B:
River processes and pressures
Topic 5: The UK’s evolving human
landscape including an in-depth study
of a dynamic UK city
Topic 6: Geographical investigations –
including one physical fieldwork
investigation and one human
fieldwork investigation




Topic 7: People and the
biosphere
Topic 8: Forests under
threat
Topic 9: Consuming energy
resources

The qualification (Edexcel B) comprises of three units all assessed by a written examination at the end of the
two year course.

A LEVELS, COURSES AND CAREERS
Geographers look at issues from a range of perspectives and develop transferable skills which are attractive
to a very broad variety of future employers. Geography is also considered to be a facilitating subject should
you choose to go on to University and wish to study at one of the Russell Group universities. The RGS state
that statistics for employability show that Geography graduates are highly employable and in 2015 the
Guardian identified Geography as ‘the must have A Level’.
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The A Level course covers human, physical and environmental geography focusing on real world issues.
Learning takes place in a variety of formats including data analysis, GIS, presentations, photo and video
analysis and written work. Fieldwork is an essential part of study too, which builds on the skills used in the
GCSE course.
A Geography degree could lead to careers in:
Management, Law, Finance, Education, Planning, Conservation.
Further study with a Geography degree could lead to more specific careers such as:
Meteorologist, Disaster Risk Manager, Sustainability, and many more…

FURTHER INFORMATION: MISS S SISSONS

S.SISSONS@WGSWITNEY.ORG.UK
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BTEC HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE; Pearson Edexcel
COURSE DESCRIPTION
This is a BTEC course which is equivalent to one GCSE. The three units you will study are listed below and
will give you a well-rounded knowledge and the skills needed in this field of study.
BTEC’s are vocationally related qualifications where learners develop knowledge and understanding by
applying their learning and skills in a work related context.
Additionally, they are popular and effective because they engage learners to take responsibility for their
own learning and to develop skills that are essential for the modern-day workplace. These skills include
teamwork from a prescribed brief, working to deadlines, presenting information effectively and accurately
completing administrative tasks and processes.

ASSESSMENT
There are 3 core units which are assessed with coursework;
1. Human lifespan & development
2. Health & Social Care services and value
3. Health & wellbeing

30%
30%
40%

Units 1 & 2 are assessed internally.
Unit 3 is assessed externally. The coursework is done under exam conditions in the February of the second
year of the course. It is then marked externally. There is a chance to redo the assessment in June if you
were not satisfied with your results.

A LEVELS, COURSES AND CAREERS
This award provides a good foundation for learners to progress on to further education.
Achievement at level 2 can lead to further study at level 3.
Health & Social Care BTEC TECH will count as a full qualification when applying to Wood Green School Sixth
Form.

FURTHER INFORMATION: MRS J AITMAN

J.AITMAN@WGSWITNEY.ORG.UK
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HISTORY; Pearson Edexcel 1HI0 7H
COURSE DESCRIPTION
•

History explains why the world today is the way it is.

•

History teaches you skills you can use in other subjects, like making judgements and processing information.

•

History helps you develop the skills to look beyond the headlines, to ask questions properly, and to express
your own opinions.

•

History teaches you how to construct arguments.

•

History helps you understand the origins of modern political and social problems.

•

History lets you learn how and why people behaved as they did.

•

History provides you with the skills employers are looking for – working independently or with other people,
writing skills, information gathering, considering a range of different opinions, making judgements and
evaluating.

You will study four topics over the two years:

1.
2.
3.
4.

Medicine in Britain, c1250-present. This includes a study of the British sector of the Western Front, 1914-18:
injuries, treatment and the trenches.
Early Elizabethan England, 1558-1588. This includes government, religion, war with Spain and the Armada,
and exploration.
Superpower relations and the Cold War, 1941-1991. This is a study of the Cold War from the end of the
Second World War until the collapse of the Soviet Union.
The USA, 1954-1975: conflict at home and abroad. This includes the Civil Rights Movement with Martin
Luther King and Malcolm X, as well as the Vietnam War.

There is also an opportunity to go on a residential trip to Ypres in Belgium to visit the First War battlefields and to
study medicine in the First World War.

ASSESSMENT
There are three exams which will be at the end of Year 11. There is a mixture of short and long questions which will
focus on the skills of using knowledge, explaining change and continuity, causation and consequence, using sources,
and analysing and evaluating interpretations.

A LEVELS, COURSES AND CAREERS
Studying History does not mean you have to become a History teacher! Recent students at Wood Green have gone
to university to study Government and Politics, Business and English amongst others. Many careers which welcome a
study of History include: the legal profession, politics, publishing, journalism, media, business and commerce, the
public sector and the charity and voluntary sectors. History is also valued for those moving into further education –
whether it be college, A Levels, or university sector and the charity and voluntary sectors. Many of the skills you will
learn while studying History will be welcomed by employers.

FURTHER INFORMATION: MRS D LAWRENCE

D.LAWRENCE@WGSWITNEY.ORG.UK
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MUSIC; Pearson Edexcel 1MU0
COURSE DESCRIPTION
The GCSE in Music is designed to allow you to study music in an integrated way looking at performing, composing,
listening, and appraising with opportunities to use music technology. There is no emphasis on one type of music and
you get the opportunity to learn about many different styles of music.
The course is split into 3 units of work and you study different types of music through listening and appraising,
performing and composing. 60% of the course is coursework and lessons will reflect the bias towards a more
practical nature. There are three areas in which you are assessed by the Exam board: Performing, Composing and
Listening and Appraising.

ASSESSMENT
Performing - 30%.
You have to complete two recorded performances towards the end of the course. One must be a solo performance
and one must be an ensemble. In total you will need to perform for a minimum of 4 minutes.
Composing - 30%.
This involves composing 1 piece to a given brief and a second piece where you will be able to compose in any style
that you choose. The biggest difference between year 9 and GCSE will be that you have to work on your own to
produce compositions and not in a group. You should complete 2 compositions and can use music technology or
traditional instruments/voice.
Listening Exam - 40%.
This is taken in the summer of year 11 and tests the student’s knowledge of key words and their listening skills. You
will be tested on set works that you have been studying during the course. The areas of study will be Instrumental
Music, Vocal Music, Music for Stage and Screen and Fusions. The set works are taken from a range of musical styles
and gives you an interesting insight into these different genres.

A LEVELS, COURSES AND CAREERS
Students studying Music GCSE often go on to study Music A Level. You can also study music and music technology at
degree level. Careers in music are varied and you can be a performer, a composer, a teacher, a sound engineer, a
music administrator in a theatre or concert hall, a broadcaster or a manager for an Orchestra. These are just a few
examples of the variety of exciting opportunities in the music industry.

FURTHER INFORMATION: MRS C LAUGHLIN

C.LAUGHLIN@WGSWITNEY.ORG.UK
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION; AQA 8582
COURSE DESCRIPTION
Physical Education is delivered through a combination of classroom lessons and practical learning opportunities.
Students will learn about anatomy and physiology of the human body, biomechanics, sport psychology and
sociocultural aspects of sport. Students who succeed in this course will be able to make links between participation
in sport and exercise and the theoretical topics which underpin the course. Students are encouraged to have
achieved a good level of skill in both team and individual sports and be interested in analysing and improving
performance. Students will be interested in the science of sport and how physical activity and training impacts
different systems in the human body.

ASSESSMENT
Two separate written examination papers, each lasting 1¼ hours, and worth 60% of the total course. Paper 1 will
cover applied anatomy and physiology, movement analysis, physical training and use of data. Paper 2 will cover
sports psychology, sociocultural influences, health, fitness and well-being and use of data. Students will be expected
to answer questions from a combination of multiple choice, objective test questions, short answer questions and
extended answer questions.
The practical performance in physical activity and sport will form 40% of the total course. Students are assessed in
three different physical activities in the role of player/performer (one in a team activity, one in an individual activity
and a third in either a team or in an individual activity). They will be expected to analyse and evaluate performance
to bring about improvement in one activity. For each of your three activities you will be assessed in skills in
progressive drills (10 marks per activity) and in the full context (15 marks per activity).
Students will be assessed on their analysis (15 marks) and evaluation (10 marks) of performance to bring about
improvement in one activity.

A LEVELS, COURSES AND CAREERS
A natural progression would be to study A Level Physical Education at Sixth Form and then consider possible careers
in sports coaching, teaching Physical Education, Physiotherapy, and other roles within the health and leisure industry

FURTHER INFORMATION: MR S BURGE

S.BURGE@WGSWITNEY.ORG.UK

29 | P a g e

RELIGIOUS STUDIES; AQA 8062 BA
COURSE DESCRIPTION
The aim of the course is to encourage students to develop their knowledge and understanding of
religious beliefs and teachings as well as non-religious beliefs, such as atheism and humanism. This
will enable them to develop their ability to construct well-argued, well-informed, balanced and
structured written arguments and so reflect on and develop their own values, beliefs and attitudes in
the light of what they have learnt; so contributing to their preparation for adult life in a pluralistic
society and global community.
The course consists of:
Component 1: The study of religions: beliefs, teachings and practices.
In this component, students will focus on two world religions, Buddhism and Christianity. They will
explore their core beliefs, the lives of their founders, worship, festivals and the roles of these faiths in
the lives of individuals, communities and societies, particularly in the UK.
Component 2: Thematic studies.
In this component, students study four philosophical and ethical themes that influence contemporary
society.
The Four themes are:
1.
Religion and life, including the value of the universe, human and animal life with particular
reference to the issues of abortion, euthanasia and animal experimentation.
2.
Religion, peace and conflict, including causes of violence, terrorism and war and the role of
religion and belief in 21st century conflict.
3.
Religion, crime and punishment, including the causes of crime, the purpose of
punishment and ethical arguments related to the death penalty.
4.
Religion, human rights and social justice, including the nature and forms of
prejudice and discrimination as well as poverty, its causes and exploitation of the poor.

ASSESSMENT
There is no coursework but two written exams of 1 hour 45 minutes each, taken at the end of Year 11.

A LEVELS, COURSES AND CAREERS
A level Religious Studies is an obvious choice but the GCSE is equally complementary to the study of
History, Sociology, Psychology or Politics.
There is no real limit to the careers you can pursue with a GCSE or A level in Religious Studies. Most
students tend towards careers involving interaction with people; the law, education, Human
Resources, charity work, the administration of the NHS and other large organisations that have a
variety of roles to play in society.

FURTHER INFORMATION: MR M SKINNER

M.SKINNER@WGSWITNEY.ORG.UK

30 | P a g e

HAIR AND BEAUTY SECTOR: LEVEL 1 INTRODUCTORY DIPLOMA VTCT
COURSE DESCRIPTION
Are you a creative person? Considering a career in a salon environment and want to learn basic skills that
you will be using in the Hair & beauty industry? Then this could be the perfect course for you. This exciting
course at the Abingdon and Witney campus will enable you to develop your creative practical skills and
teach you the theory alongside the practical units. You will learn how to complete the basics for
Hairdressing and Beauty. You will also learn a variety of basic hair & beauty skills including shampooing,
blow drying, hand and nail care, nail art and creating a total image using both hair and beauty for a photo
shoot.
These are the typical units you may study over the 2-year course:
Blow drying: During this unit you will be learning basic hair science (it’s not all practical). We make it fun
and interesting to help you remember the key terms and terminology.
Nail Art: During this unit you will learn how to develop basic nail art techniques using nail art paints, gem
stones and glitter.
Hand and nail care: During this unit you will learn how to prepare for and provide basic manicure
treatments e.g. filing and nail painting.
Creating a hair and beauty image: Through this unit you will develop the creative skill of using both
hairdressing and beauty techniques to create an image.
Temporary colour: Through this unit you will develop the knowledge and artistic skill of using temporary
hair colour to create an effect.
Shampoo and condition: Through this unit you will develop the skill of shampooing and conditioning hair
using a variety of products and massage techniques.
Health and Safety underpins all the units over the duration of your course and you will develop skills in how
to stay safe whilst in a salon.

ASSESSMENT
Excellent attendance, and an outstanding attitude to learning are required. Your practical and theory work
will be collated to form an on-line portfolio. There are no exams, however you will be required to complete
course work related to each unit of study and perform all treatments on paying clients. Students are
required to wear a uniform, purchase a kit to carry out the treatments and for practising their skills at
home.

PROGRESSION COURSES AND/ OR CAREERS
 Level 1 Introduction to the Hair and Beauty Sector
 Level 2 Beauty Therapy or a Level 2 Hairdressing course
 An Apprenticeship in Hair or Beauty
 Basic salon assistant or receptionist
 Behind the scenes at shows to assist with hair and beauty
All the above courses will depend on your GCSE results

This course will be delivered at Abingdon and Witney College at their Witney Campus. The
school will transport students to the college but it will be your responsibility to ensure they are
able to travel home safely. The approximate timings will be between 1.00-4.00pm one
afternoon per week hence students will not be able to use the school buses at the end of the
day.
FURTHER INFORMATION: LISA RIDEOUT

LISA.RIDEOUT@ABINGDON-WITNEY.AC.UK
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CONSTRUCTION SKILLS: LEVEL 1 EXTENDED DIPLOMA CITY & GUILDS
COURSE DESCRIPTION
Based at Abingdon & Witney College in Witney, this Level 1 Extended Diploma in Construction skills is a
practical course which will provide you with an excellent introduction to the occupational areas within the
construction industry. The qualification also promotes the development of wider health and safety skills,
emphasising the importance of protective equipment, training, risk assessment and safe working practices.
Over the 2 years, you will be trained in the following trades:




carpentry and joinery
electrical installation
plumbing

As part of the course you will also be expected to undertake a variety of other minor certificates that give you
the broader skills you need during and after the course. You will have the opportunity to gain certificates in
Employability Skills, Personal Development and Health and Safety.
This all-round introduction to construction skills will show employers that you have the necessary skills
required in the construction industry. The course will focus on construction being many jobs and not one
specific area. It will concentrate on smaller projects with the ability to work with different people with
different skills who each have their own individual jobs. It will demonstrate the importance of how all
individuals lead to a team approach. You will be shown and should also be able to understand plans of
work and will be taught to carry work individually but efficiently and effectively.

ASSESSMENT
To gain the City & Guilds Level 1 qualification, students must complete practical assignments for each unit
and produce a portfolio of evidence. Excellent attendance and an outstanding attitude to learning are
required.

A LEVELS, COURSES AND CAREERS
On completion of the Level 1 qualification, students may progress to:



Trade specific qualifications
An Apprenticeship in Construction

Working in construction you can travel the world, start your own business or even work on a project that
could become a national landmark. City & Guilds is the leading brand for construction training and courses
in the UK and one of the few brands known throughout the rest of the world. They offer qualifications in
construction at entry level through to Level 6, covering everything from basic hand skills, specialist trade
occupations and site supervisory and management skills.

This course will be delivered at Abingdon and Witney College at their Witney Campus.
The school will transport students to the college but it will be your responsibility to
ensure they are able to travel home safely. The approximate timings will be between
1.00-4.00pm one afternoon per week hence students will not be able to use the school
buses at the end of the day
FURTHER INFORMATION: LISA RIDEOUT

LISA.RIDEOUT@ABINGDON-WITNEY.AC.UK
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